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When Opening a minor 
• If you have 13 points

XXX  X   XXXX    XXXXX        1D 1H 2C
.

Your partner now knows you are 2 suited with Clubs and Diamonds, and 12-16 
points.  Other poor options than bidding 2C:
Pass:  New suit from an unpassed hand, forcing, don’t pass.
1S:       Must have 4-card Spade suit
1N:      1N denies 4 Spades and shows 2-3 Hearts 
2D:      Rebidding your suit shows 6-card Diamond suit
2H:      Must have 4-card Heart suit

If the bidding had gone: 1C 1H 2D
Bidding 2D is a Reverse.  Forcing your partner to the 3 level. For a Reverse, 
must have 17+ points, 1st suit longer than the 2nd suit. This is why we open 
1D and not 1C, to avoid Reversing.



When Opening a minor 

• What do you open if you have 13 points
XXXX
XXX
XXX                 1C
XXX

When you are 3/3 in the minors, now you open 1C.  You have a 4-
card major and can bid up the line at the 1 level.
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When Opening a minor

• What do you open if you have 17 points
XX
XX
XXXX 1C  1S  2D
XXXXX

Now you can bid a higher-ranking suit at the 2 level.  
Partner now knows you are 2 suited, Clubs are longer than 
Diamonds and you have 17+ points, a Reverse!
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