Matters Arising 80

being some thoughts prompted by ha

You Played Where?

AQJ2
A Q953 contemplating opening 1H when you
6 that partner has opened in front of y
1076 2NT (20-22). Time for transfers:

2NT -3D-3H -3S - 3NT
Partner clearly has at most 2 hearts and at md

spades. But you are missing at most an Ace and a
SO0 you are not leaving things there are you? E

You are East on Tuesday's board 4, hap

q

King,

nds played at Kendal BC 23-27 May 2022

Why Welnterfere

piyn Thursday's board 9 North passed, EBB9 5 4

eepened 1H and at five tables South 5

Dlovercalled a spade. West had to decidel09 85

what to do with the hand right. A 10

Supporting partner's hearts is out of the question, sc
sbions are

ven & INT, though partner will expect a spade

without transfers you might alight on something stop, .
agricultural, like 2NT - 6NT. After all it was only the  b) 2D, though partner will expect more for a 2
thought of 7H/S that makes you want to do otherwise. level response,

With a different partner you hear 2C opened, 8 play
tricks or 23+. You bid 2D (relay) and hear 3D fr(
partner. 3H from you, presumably forcing, and 3
from partner. How grotty can partner be?
XX xx  AKQJIxx AKX

As 8 playing trick hands goes, that's hardly full
goodies, with no hint of a ninth trick, yet combined w
yours ard a diamond break no worse than 4-2 you
can see 2 spade tricks, a heart, 6 diamonds and 2

hm
NNiothing is perfect, a situation that arises more of

c) X, though partner will expect both minors,

ing d) Pass, though partner will expect you to be
somewhat weaker.

after interference than without. Which is part of tl
reason people interfere. My choice would be a), for ¢
dfonour from partner, even if singleton, would |
itgnough for the suit to be stopped.

@n Thursday 3 Wests chose pass. East rebid 2H

clghme was missed.

Eleven, with a 12th coming from a successful finessge in
either major. 8
8632
OK, maybe partner hasn't AK C. How about 0J32
xx  Kx  AKQJIxx KQx KQ97
| don't think either this or the hand above are 2C 10954 KQJ
openers, but some people do. Count the tricks. 1 spadey g AKQJ104
3 hearts, 6 diamonds and a club. 6NT depends onthe A 10985 7
spade finesse even opposite this dubious 2C openef. A 19 642
Stopping short of slam is surely not an option. Yet three A7632
out of eight pairs did. Pessimists are alive and well|and 9
sitting East. K64
J853

984
J762
1095 4
93
K75 AQJ2
K4 AQ953
AQJ82 6
AKQ 1076
106 3
108
K73
AKQ

Not that it was always West's fault. At one table wh
West did venture INT East still only rebid 2H ew
though they held a more genuine 8 playing tricks tt
many hands opened 2C.

With West holding 2 Aces and able to handle declar
third club in two ways - either by ruffing or discar
making 4H is straightforward. Even on the unsporti
defence of A spades followed by a spade ruff decle
makes 10 tricks: win minor suit continuation, dre
trumps, cash the remaining spade honour in hand, ¢
to the other minor suit Ace and discard the third club
10sS.




| welcome any comments or queries sent me at
martyn@orpheusmail.co.uk though they may be used
in future issues should | choose to produce such. Or
they may not. You have been warned.

NB, I do try replying to mails raising a specific point,|so
if | seem to ignore you do check your spam folder after
a day or three.

Martyn Harris
spadeilike on BBO
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