Matters Arising 74
being some thoughts prompted by hands played at Kendal BC 11 - 15 Apr 2022

Set Your Target

953 A6

A87 KJ42
A632 N

1072 AQJ9654

Monday saw three Easts play board 12 in a club
score. With the contract clearly safe, "as many trick
possible” is declarer's target. How many is that @
spade lead?

Our second spade can disappear on AD, and the f
heart ruffed, so the limit of the bad news seems to
heart loser and a club loser, though on a good day
lose neither.

Win AS, cross to AH, cash AD discarding the spade
then tackle trumps. Since we need a trump on tab
ruff a heart we won't worry about a 3-0 break, just |
small and finesse the J. This loses to the K. Ruff
spade continuation and cross to 10C for a heart
with intent to finesse. However North produces thg
on the second heart, so up goes our K, followed by
and a heart ruff. Then it's clubs all the way. 12 tricks

Tick or Bust

This hand appeared on Monday with North declari
our favourite game against a small heart lead. Pert
the bidding was 3D-3NT.

If the diamonds are no worse than 2-2 with the
appearing on the first round, either y; 4 »
)a{}?_cessity or dozy defence, then 3MIk
S%&cceeds thanks to 6 diamond tricksg
nh arts and AC. Both defenders dq&/Q393
follow to a diamond at trick 2, but thg
A doesn'r appear. You are on tabl
Now what?
Dihike the defence get in they will cle
beha hearts ready to have fun next ti
W8y regain the lead. And with orf@ 65
defender having at least six hearts that
could be a lot of fun. KQ
and
|ePdgn A: admit defeat.
e&lin 10C hoping to come to 5 club tricks, 2 hearts ar
tdmmond for one off.
lead

> §an B: Play for West to hold Kx C.

hI‘_eead a small club and finesse, then lay down ,
hoping to crash K. If this succeeds the 10C is an el
to table, so revert to diamonds and the contract ma

J8742
1062

QJ872 If the finesse fails or KC doesn't come down, revert
Q9 plan A, accepting you will additionally lose KC so wi
KQ9514 only make 7 tricks.
8
953 A6 Plan C: Play for singleton KC.
A87 12 KJ42 Knock out AD and win heart continuation. Lay dow
A632 - - AC hoping for K to tumble so that 10 becomes an en
1072 AQJ9654 If this fails you may end up with just the 4 tricks yc
K10 4 have already won.
10653
11087 1742
A K
65
Only one declarer made 12 tricks. | fear | detect a |ove AQJ93
of drawing trumps that blinded declarers to ftheA 108 K93
possibility of discarding their spade loser. Jo87 Q1065432
93 A 10
| said earlier that the limit of the bad news appears to pg 754 8
two losers. If South holds Kxx C and QTxx H (or Q65
similar) they can hold declarer to 10 tricks by returrjing --
trumps whenever they gain the lead. KQJ8742
1062

On the night two declarers ended up with just 3 tric
That sounds like Plan D: play the defence for mug
knock out AD, win the heart continuation and hope 1
defence will allow a small club to the 10 to win.




Finesse Against Partner

they had the misfortune to be defending INT. Th
East's played KC at trick one, so that that the club
remained protected for declarer when they took

You hold KJx in a suit, partner leads small and dumysing heart finesse. The defence could only come

hits with a small doubleton. What do you play? The If

eart, a club and 2 spades before declarer romped t

There is a temptation to keep his majesty for biggef

and send the J to war, effectively hoping that par
has the Q and finessing against it. But if partner ha
Q then K, Q and J are worth the same so any c4d
used. What you wish to avoid is allowing declare
win with the Q when partner has A 10. Hence
mantradon't finesse against partner

There are no hard rules in bridge play worth having,
the situation changes if your holding is AQx again

[ 6% the back of red suit winners. One further East pla
Bk 9C at trick one, but inexplicably their partner was
5BT%pared to dislodge the A at trick 2 - had decla
”tréﬁlly held off with the K at trick one?

0

the

and
5t a

NT contract. Now a small lead from partner with small

cards on the table draws the Q. A finesse ag
partner's K. If the finesse works - partner has the

ainst
K -

then A and small can follow. If the finesse fails declarer

can win with the K. Indeed declarer ia almost force
win with the K as they will be fearful that the A s
over them which would have disastrous conseque
should they duck. If on the other hand you rise with
A at trick one, then declarer can duck your Q at trig
in order to break defensive communications.

j to
ts
nces
the
k 2

9754 Once dummy has

J3 honour deeper finess
AJ52 become attractive. Here
AJ3 the last hand fro

Thursday's simultaneo

K32

865 pairs, with West leading
24 1076 low club against 3NT

K9e5 and dummy contributin

the 3. The KC is surely
winner now or later, but winning now gives dumm
double stop in the suit. Partner has led so presu
has some liking for the suit. Suppose they have bo
and 10. Then our 9 is boss, so why not try it? If decl
has one of the missing honours we were never goi
win more than the K quickly.

9754
J3
AJS52
AJ3

QJ6
AQ1074
KQ8

82

A108
K92
943
Q1074

K32
865
1076
K965

nl welcome any comments or queries sent me
gnartyn@orpheusmail.co.uk though they may be u
isin future issues should | choose to produce such.
they may not. You have been warned.
s
NB, | do try replying to mails raising a specific point,
if | seem to ignore you do check your spam folder af
a day or three.
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hQ spadeilike on BBO
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g to

The 9 holds, and on the 5 back partner produces the Q.

Declarer makes just one club trick. Equally importa
the long club gets set up quickly so that when the |
finesse fails the defence come to 3 clubs a heart &

ntly
eart
ind 2

spades. 2 down. Only one pair found this defence,

and
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