Matters Arising
being some thoughts prompted by hands played at Kendal BC 4 - 8 Apr 2022

Handle With Care

On Monday North found themselves J 9 7 4
in 4H on the lead of 5S. Put yourself 1086 4 2
in their shoes and plan the play. Q
K
We are only missing 4 spades, so t
5 cannot be fourth highest. It look
singleton, top of doubleton, or MUD
from three, though could be smal
from Kxx.
A1063

As far as losers are concerned we 73
have to count two top trumps, so wé& K7 4
can't afford the KS and a spade ruff

unless of course the ruff is with a high honour.

It seems sensible to rise with the A and tackle tru
immediately. How should we tackle trumps? With c
If trumps are 2-2 or 3-1 there should be no prob
But a 4-0 break opens up the possibility of a tk
trump loser in the suit if we play off the Q first. Sm
to J enables us to take a finesse against the 9 in
direction should it prove necessary.

QJ974
J108642
Q
K
K82 5
-- AK95
J1083 9652
QJ10974 8532
A1063
Q73
AK74
A6

It proved necessary. Those starting by laying down
Q were unable to escape three losers in the suit, v
together with KS spelt one off, the fate also met
those who ran the opening lead, enabling West to
their K and give partner a ruff.

al

Run?
QJs8 South had a tricky decision to make ¢
85 Monday's hand 20. North opens 1N

KJ107 65 Should South stand it or run t
J10 diamonds? With an 8 count and nic

intermediates the higher scoring N
contract could be the winner.

Suppose South decides to run to diamonds. How
they achieve this?

Traditionally 2D was used as a weak take-out, and st
pairs still play this way. However using transfers pi
paid to that option, but release another bid 2S fo
partnership's use.

n;gﬁe natural invitational 2NT response can be alloca
o ) 2S, with 2NT being a puppet bid, telling partner
hiRyd 3C so that responder can then pass with long ¢
LT correct to 3D with long diamonds as here.

tither

A common approach is to use Stayman and then rek
of your minor, negating your interest in majors a
showing this type of hand instead. | would suggest |
is the method most likely to be understood by a part
with whom you have not discussed the situation.

| have seen, but confess don't approve of, the use
transfer followed by 3 of a minor to show this sort
hand. To me, transfer and then bid a new suit at
three level is always natural and game-forcing, givi
partner two suits to think about.

AK53
Q964
Q83
Q9

QJ8

85
KJ10765
J10

thep g 7
hich 7 2
byg 4 2
WIR 75 4

642
KJ103
A
K8632

On the night those who ran sored well, for .
unfortunate distribution of the cards allowed East-W
to take the first ten tricks - 5 clubs, 4 hearts and £
Another day pass might work out better.




Peter Ruff

We are all used to the idea of using a peter (high
followed by a low one) to indicate an even numbe
cards in a suit, particularly in the case of doublet

L ebensohl

car@m probably not letting you into any state secrets
r tdll you that opposition bidding can be a nuisance.
brsbme of these situations you have little need for 2N1

However there seems little pont in doing so in the triramatural bid, so you can put it to use to help distingt

suit, so we can attribute a different meaning to play
trumps in an unnatural high-low order. A useful opt
is to use a trump peter to tell partner you want a r

indicating both at least a third trump to do the ruffing,

with and something to ruff.

ibgtween hands of different strengths.

ion

it it's simplest Lebensohl uses 2NT as a puppet |
quiring partner to bid 3C. Partner makes |
meaningless 3C bid - a relay - and the 2NT bid
reveals what they are up to.

642 Imagine partner opens 1INT and the next hand mak
KQ1086 suit overcall. Using Lebensohl the system becomes
Q54 a) If you bid a suit at the 2 level you are
J9 merely competing - you have no interest in
K853 Q7 game.
A5 4 9743 b) If you bid a suit at the 3 level it is game
A32 KJ86 forcing.
7654 Q102 c) If you bid 2NT and rebid a suit over
AJ109 partners forced 3C response (you can pass
J2 it) then
1097 i ) )
AKS83 i) If you could have bid the suit at the

Above is Tuesdays board 4 on which South typic|
played in 2H having opened 1INT and obeyed part
transfer bid.

West led 3S, fourth from strength, suggesting
honour. This went to Q and A.

Declarer tackled trumps, starting with the J, which W
ducks. Winning the second round, he notices
partner has petered. Given the unlikely length
declarer would need in a minor for East to be seeki
ruff there, West knows to continue spades.

K and then 8, which East indeed ruffs. That 8 lo

high, so East returns the high suit, namely diamonm
hoping that their 6 looks low so that partner knows

continue. (In general there is a reverse attitude ele
to leads - low cards tend to be from strength and
cards from rubbish. That's why | tend to talk of fol
from strength rather than fourth from length.)
From the West side of the table that 6 is the lowes
the low, so they win their A and continue diamor
enabling the defence to collect AH, KS, a spade ruff
three diamonds. One off.

Unfortunately it didn't go like that at most tables wh
NS were able to chalk up a plus score.

2 level your bid is now invitational
ii) If you couldn't have bid the suit at
the 2 level your bid is competitive.

ner's . . .
q—!ad you been intending to bid 2NT as a natural re
double now seems the natural action to take.

ally

an
Here is Thursday's hand 2:

est K75
tha@uth opened INT and Wesf Q9654
tHayercalled 2S. Playing Lebensohf 9 8 6
néNarth simply bids 3D which is game-
orcing. With a weaker hand on
ich they were not prepared to lig
own to 2S North would start with
NT and then rebid 3D over partner'g 5 3 o
{:ed 3C response. In either case the1g 4 3
rtnership  should reach a7
propriate level. Q72

0

i
£

5t Srious partnerships will go into detail about t
dfeaning of cue-bids and of 3NT both either with
ajthout 2NT, and of any differences between t
treatment of artificial and natural intervention. Ti
underlying idea though is still the same - to use 2NT
erepuppet bid to create extra sequences.

The convention can be applied elsewhere. For exar
if the opposition open a weak two and partner dout
then you can use 2NT to open up another set
responses beyond the occasionally available 2 of
bid and a 3 of a suit bid. It does mean though that if
have the enemy suit stopped you can only play in 3l
not 2NT.




Countingto 10

4H by North was a popular contracd K 5 4

on unlucky 13 on Thursday, but forA 6 4 2

most declarer's it proved a trick tooQ

far. A variety of opening leads wereA K 7 3

faced, but then there were a varie

of auctions, with North variously

choosing 1C, 1H, 2C or 2NT to 13
1082
QJ1093

kick-off proceedings.

East for the night didn't have to974

prove it. 2C and 2NT seem to be104

driving with the foot too hard on the

accelerator even for my taste, whilst

opening the suit above the singleton with a 4-4-
hand can lead to accidents, though here Nort

I'm firmly in the 1C camp, but as

sufficiently strong that 2C from partner is perhaps

survivable. In general if you open the suit above
singleton a response in the singleton will hurt if y
have at most 14 points, whereas one in the suit b
the singleton can cause problems if stronger and
singleton is red.

The contract makes for the loss of a spade, a diar
and KH. The ten tricks are 2 spades, 2 clubs, 2 diam
ruffs, a club ruff and 3 natural trump tricks. This
essentially what our initial plan was, with a club ruff
table taking the place of one of the planned natt
trump tricks.

AKS 4
AG42
Q
AK73
93 QJ76
- K875
A108652 KJ3
19852 Q6
1082
A-1 QJ1093
N IS 974
10 4

the
ou
elow
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Another hand on next page ...

But I've digressed. How are we to tackle the assignment

on 6S lead?

Two black AKs and no diamond tricks means we ha
tricks in the side suits, so need 6 in trumps. If the K
onside that means 5 natural trump tricks and a dian
ruff, if KH offside it is 4 natural trump tricks and tw
diamond ruffs. Two diamond ruffs look doable, so th
are reasons to be confident.

The lead runs around to our K and we send the QD
battle. East nips up with the K and leads QS, whic
course we do not duck. Cash AK C. The Q tum
from East.

Now we wish to enter dummy for a diamond ry
Either a club ruff or a small trump seem worthy of pl
The latter may not get there straight off, but by starn
to draw enemy teeth it has it's attractions.

We lead 2H and 9 holds, with West showing ¢
Friendly. Diamond, ruff with the 4.

Re-entering dummy will have to be done by a club
as a small heart, our third, would see East rise
continue the suit, leaving us with no trump for a seg
diamond ruff. East ditches JD on the club, which
ruff with the 3.
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Now comes the third diamond, which we ruff with the

A. Dummy is down to a spade, which we are plant
on losing, and trumps, all bar one of which will win,
there is no need to risk an over-ruff which would be
setting trick.

ing
S0
the




Little Agreement

use completing the transfer to promise at least tf
cards in the suit, passing with a doubleton. No do
some will argue that this can result in the contract be

The 8 tables on Thursday produced 8 different aucligfigyed from the wrong side, but | believe showing

to reach 6 different contracts across all
denominations. There were two pairs of the s

contract, though a different number of tricks were ta
at the 2 tables constituting a pair, and indeed for or
these pairs of tables the contract was played f{
different sides of the table. Not much agreement th

even though 6 of the North's opened the bidding
INT. All eight auctions are given below. I'll let y
decide which, if any, you like.

865
AK?2
A85
J753
J10974 KQ2
7 J1096
Q AK942
A3
Q8543
K32
1086
ag N E S W b) N E S W
P 1C P 1D P 1C P 1D
P 1H P INT P 1H P INT
P 3NT

In a) and b) | can't help feeling that West's INT rebi
of similar strength to an intial 1NT response, so | pr
b) to a). These sequences also beg the question '

fourth suit forcing?" It is possible to play it either way.

¢ N E S W d N E S W
INT 2C 2H INTP 2D P
2H
e) N E S W f/ N E S W
INT2C P 2D INT P 2D X
P 3C 2H P P 2S
P 4S

I'm guessing that West's 2C in e) shows hearts
another suit.

9 N E S W hy N E S W
INT P 2D X INT P 2D X
2H 3C P 3D 2H X P 3D

In f), g) and h) West's double of 2D shows diamond
is not alertable as showing the suit is regarded a

f

IVRast secondary support makes it easier for partne

Ii(rﬂécide whether or not to compete.
en

e of . .
rdf case you are wondering, | was East in f). C

K Qntract went 1 down.
with
DU

| welcome any comments or queries sent me
martyn@orpheusmail.co.uk though they may be u
in future issues should | choose to produce such.
they may not. You have been warned.

NB, I do try replying to mails raising a specific point,
if | seem to ignore you do check your spam folder a
a day or three.

Martyn Harris
spadeilike on BBO

d is
efer
Is 1S

and

S. It
5 the

standard meaning for the double of an artificial bid.

In such auctions | find it convenient as North-South to
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