
 

 

 
KINGSTON DUPLICATE  

BRIDGE CLUB 
 

JANUARY 2025 

Dear Members of KDBC, 
 
2024 brought some exciting change and 
new growth to our club.  In 2024 we:  
 
♣ Welcomed many new I/N members 
and consistently ran an active      
Wednesday game with 4 or 5 tables 
 
♦ Collectively donated $4715 to our local       
Salvation Army Christmas Hamper Fund 
 
♥ Awarded George Yon the 2024  
Noreen Sugarman Award 
 
♠  Awarded Doris Waddell the 2024  
Ken Allan Award 
 
♣  Supported the learning and              
improvement of players’ bridge skills 
through a variety of lesson formats  
 
♦  Held a variety of very successful   
special individual, pair and team games, 
along with a local Sectional Tournament 
 
♥ Shared a delicious holiday meal 
 
♠ Hosted a fantastically well-regarded 
and well-run Regional Tournament—the 
first after 6 years!   
  
I am so thankful for each and every one 
of our club members and grateful for  
your individual contributions, whether 
that be time, talent or baking!  I want to  
thank the members of the Board of    
Directors for their contribution of much 
time on behalf of members to make the 
club run smoothly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best wishes for a very healthy and   
happy new year and I look forward to 
seeing you at the table. 
 
Anne Lamarche, KDBC Board President 

Important SCHEDULE Notes for 2025 

JAN 24-26: The Local Sectional         
Tournament in Kingston is CANCELLED 
 
JAN 31: We’re running an 8-IS-ENOUGH 
Team Game at the Club. Stay tuned for 
special registration information. 
 
MAY 7-11: We’re hosting a Regional     
Tournament in Kingston. Details to come!   



 

 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS: EXERCISE!  
 

LET’S IMPROVE OUR GAME BY PRACTICING ACTIVE ETHICS  

PRACTICING ACTIVE ETHICS  

We hear it often: bridge players should 
practice “active ethics”. But how many 
of us actually know what that is, or fail 
to recognize the small, seemingly        
innocuous ways in which we don’t       
practice active ethics well enough?   

Practicing active ethics makes everyone 
a better player, and makes our club a 
better place.  When we don’t practice 
active ethics it hurts our game.  And it’s 
so much easier than practicing yoga!   

 “Actively ethical bridge players do   
everything they can within the scope of 
the game to defeat their opponent at 
the bridge table while making that     
experience an otherwise enjoyable one 
for them. The philosophy of active    
ethics tells us that winners should be 
determined solely by skill, flair and   
normal playing luck. Active ethics enable 
players to compete on equal terms.”   

 

SO, HOW CAN WE ALL IMPROVE?  
LET’S ALL COUNT THE WAYS!    

 

 

SIT ON YOUR HANDS  

Dummy cannot play or suggest a card to 
Declarer. This is more than just actively 
ethical.  It’s in the Laws of Duplicate 
Bridge.  Dummy cannot play even when it 
is “obvious” that Declarer wants a      
specific card.  Dummy cannot hover 
their hand near any suit or card that is 
optimal to play.  Dummy cannot, in any 
way by comment or gesture, suggest a 
card to Declarer.   

We know that Dummy 
sometimes “helps” without 
really thinking about it, 
but that doesn’t make it 
right.  The best way for 
Dummy to avoid making 
any inadvertent sugges-
tions is to lay out their 
cards and then put their 
hands on their laps until 
Declarer asks for a card 
to be played.  That’s it.  
That’s all.  That’s easy.  

BE NICE 

“The actively equitable player contrib-
utes to the enjoyment of all players by 
continuously striving to maintain a cour-
teous attitude toward both the oppo-
nents and their own partner and by 
avoiding any behaviours that would make 
anyone uncomfortable.”  



 

 

TUNE UP YOUR VOCAL CHORDS 

“Every bridge player should strive to 
make sure that opponents have in no way 
been harmed through incomplete or  
misleading information as to the meaning 
of the pair’s conventional calls and     
treatments…” 

Don’t be shy!  You need to Announce or 
Alert the bids that the rules require to 
be Announced or Alerted. The opponents 

have a right to know 
what your bids mean.  
Make the Announce-
ment or say “Alert” 
immediately after 
your partner has bid 
and before your RHO 
makes their bid.  Use 
the Alert card too 
when you say “Alert” 

— the room can be noisy.  Yes, the Alert 
Chart changes from time to time, but 
that doesn’t remove your obligation to 
make Announcements and Alerts.   

BTW, while Jacoby Transfers and 2/1 
are now commonly used, that doesn’t 
mean you can skip announcing “hearts” or 
“spades” (after a 2♦ or 2♥ transfer bid 
in a NT sequence) or “forcing” or “semi-
forcing” (if it applies to a 1NT rebid   
after a major suit opening).  Even the 
common strong 1NT opening range is   
required to be announced as “15 to 
17” (or “15 to 18”, as the case may be). 

After you alert a bid, do not automati-
cally launch into an explanation of the 
bid. Only explain the bid if one of your 
opponents (before their bid) asks you 
for an explanation.  Explaining your 
alert, if the opponents haven’t asked for 
the explanation, may give your partner 
unauthorized information, which is not      
allowed.   

 

SIT ON YOUR HANDS, PART 2 

You communicate with your partner by 
bidding.  But you don’t communicate by 
fiddling with your 
bidding box. Keep 
your hands away 
from the bidding 
box until you have 
decided what bid to 
make.  When you 
pull out a bid,      
replace it, pull out  
another, sigh, put 
the card back… etc 
you are telling 
partner, however 
much you do not intend do, that you have 
a decision or a memory problem and, just 
like in the previous example, that may 
give your partner unauthorized            
information, which, just like in the     
previous example, is not allowed.  Ever.   

 

MOVE ALONG 

“Failure to 
finish on 
time can 
do a great 
deal to 
chase 
players 
away from 
the game 
and is extremely distressing to waiting 
players.  Bridge is a timed event.  If a 
pair takes more than their share of the 
allotted time for each round, they are 
inconveniencing their fellow competitors 
as well as gaining an unfair advantage 
over them.”   

“The actively ethical player makes a       
concerted effort to catch up when they 
have fallen behind, regardless of the 
reason for their lateness. All players are 
expected to develop this good habit. “  



 

 

TAKE YOUR MEDICINE  

Words of wisdom from Larry Cohen: 

“♠10 8 7 3   ♥Q 8 2   ♦ --      ♣K Q 9 8 7 2  

...Years ago, playing with Marty Bergen 
in a major event, I held the above cards. 
Marty opened 1♦ and RHO doubled.  I 
considered Pass or 1♠, but instead      
decided to show my club suit. I bid 2♣.    
Ooops.  Marty alerted. He took my bid 
as conventional. He was right.  I had 
forgotten our methods. This was one of 
Marty's (many) brainchilds called BRO-
mAD. Instead of showing clubs, I had 
shown 7-10 points and 4+ diamonds! At 
least I had the 7-10 points.  Now what? 
I prayed. It didn't work. Marty jumped 
to 5♦!  Bury me, why don't you.  RHO 
doubled. What should I do? Should I 
run?  Here is the point: I MUST NOT 
RUN! To do so would be unethical.  
Can you understand why?  I am NOT 
ALLOWED TO BE WOKEN UP BY 
MARTY'S ALERT.  

When I bid 2♣, I thought I was showing 
clubs. I must ignore the fact that he 
alerted and explained it as diamonds. 
(Even had he not explained it, I am not 

entitled to all of a 
sudden "remember".) 
Let me repeat: 
When I bid 2♣, I 
thought I had shown 
clubs. Armed with 
that information, my 
partner jumped to 

5♦. Who am I to overrule him? I still 
have what I've shown. I showed clubs, I 
had clubs. Removing to 6♣ would be  
taking advantage of the alert. This is a 
hard concept to understand, but most 
inexperienced players would fall from 
grace and run from the impending     
disaster…but you have to (sit still and) 
take your medicine.” *   

STAY CALMLY BALANCED 

“Don't use body language. If your part-
ner makes a bid you don't like, don't 
throw any looks across the table and 
don't use any negative body language. If 
your partner 
makes a bid that 
you do like, you  
also must       
refrain from any 
telltale signs of 
glee.  Don't give 
in to emotional 
reactions or 
breakdowns, no matter what  happens 
during the bidding. Bridge is too great a 
game to mess it up with illegal signals, 
so keep an even keel.” (Eddie Kantar, 
Bridge for Dummies) 

RESPECT THE DIRECTOR 

Don’t be upset by a Director call.  A   
Director call is not a criticism, it’s just 
a recognition that an irregularity has 
occurred and that we need a neutral 
(and accredited) person to rule on the 
remedy. The Director’s job is to restore 
fairness to the process.   

Don’t be your own          
Director.  Do not tell your 
opponents not to call the 
Director because you 
“know the solution”, or   
because “it isn’t            
important”. That is not 
your right or your         
responsibility.  We only 
have one Director per 
game, and it’s likely not you!  Will a      
Director call take some time?  Maybe.  
Be patient.  It’s all for the best, and 
best for all of us. 

 

*See Larry’s complete article on Active Ethics at: 
https://www.larryco.com/bridge-articles/active-
ethics-2       

https://www.larryco.com/bridge-articles/active-ethics-2
https://www.larryco.com/bridge-articles/active-ethics-2


 

 

DON’T LET THE CAT OUT OF     
THE BAG   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t accidentally spill any intel that can 
help other players.  Providing unauthor-
ized information contravenes the Laws 
of Duplicate bridge and may be subject 
to a penalty.   

For example, if you tell your partner 
that they missed a small slam in hearts 
on Board 16—can the next table to play 
that board hear you?   

Likewise, if you and your partner discuss 
another board with another pair 
(because you all have played it), can  
others hear this discussion who have 
yet to play the hand?  

When you leave your score sheet open 
so that others can read it, that also 
gives an unfair advantage to others.   

Leaving the BridgeMate recap live on 
the screen when you leave the table lets 
the next pair know what you bid and 
made on the boards you just played.  If 
you are in charge of the BridgeMate, 
make sure you move the screen to the 
next round (hit “OK”) before you leave 
the table for the next round.  This can 
happen often in a Howell movement. 

Shuffle the cards before putting them 
back into the board.  Not only can the 
order that cards were played speak   
volumes, but if the cards are all left 
sorted in suits, it simply shouts “pass 
out” to the next group to play that 
hand.   

AGREE ON THE SCORE BEFORE YOU 
PICK UP YOUR CARDS  

Duplicate bridge is so clever in the way 
that tricks are collected—laying them in 
front so everyone can see how many 
tricks their side took, which ones and in 
what order. 

Yet, there are still too many times when 
someone picks up their cards and     
shuffles them before both sides agree 
on the number of tricks taken.   

Develop the very good habit and proper 
style of waiting until the final outcome 
of the hand played is agreed by all     
parties before shuffling your cards.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAY IN TEMPO 

If you suddenly take much longer to bid 
than you normally do, it risks            
communicating unauthorized information 
to your partner.  If you delay bidding 
for an  unusually 
long time there 
may be conse-
quences for your 
partner’s next 
bid.  If someone 
is bidding out of 
tempo at your 
table, call the 
Director for   
assistance.     

 



 

 

 
New Year’s I/NSPIRATIONS!  

for novice and intermediate players 

Play Bridge at KDBC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kingston Duplicate Bridge Club    
offers a ‘99er game for players with 
under 100 masterpoints each     
Wednesday,  starting at 1  pm,  at      
Edith Rankin Memorial United Church, 
4080 Bath Road.  

You do not have to be a member of 
ACBL to play in these games.  

Need a partner? Please contact        
Sandra Theriault (info below). 

 

For more information on any of the 
KDBC’s programs for I/N players,     
contact Sandra Theriault (KDBC I/N 
Rep) at theriault_s@sympatico.ca. 
 

 

 

 

 

Get I/N the Know at BOOT CAMP! 

Join Mike Bowman, our BOOT CAMP 
leader, for informative mini-lessons 
and supervised play!! 
 
Fridays - 10 am to noon 
Conservatory Pond, 3rd fl Games Room 
1499 Stoneridge Drive, Kingston 
$5 per session (pay at the door) 
All are welcome! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I/N Mentor Game 
 

Resumes Monday, January 20, 2025 
 
Monthly online Intermediate Mentor 
games take place the third Monday of 
each month.  

Many partnerships continue to play    
together and new Mentors and 
Mentees are welcome.  

Registration for this game is at 6 pm. 
Players then join Zoom at 6:15 pm for 
an informative Chalk Talk lead by    
Jock Devonshire, our intrepid game 
Director.  

The relaxed, 18 board game, starts at 
6:50 pm on BBO. 
 

mailto:theriault_s@sympatico.ca


 

 

 
BEGINNER’S BRIDGE LESSONS  

 

Saturday morning lessons continue at the Seniors Centre,  

56 Francis Street (LaSalle Room), 10 am - noon 

 

Come join a congenial group of learners for fun and a  

challenge.  All sessions include supervised play with support  

from KDBC members. No advance registration necessary.       

Pay at the door ($10 per lesson).  

 

Jan 11  Describing your hand: opener's rebids 

Jan 18  Competitive bidding: overcalls 

Jan 25  Competitive bidding: takeout doubles 

Feb 1  No Class 

Feb 8  Review and practice hands 

Feb 15  Declarer play: no trump contracts 

Feb 22  Declarer play: suit contracts 

Mar 1  Big hands: 2♣ and 2NT opening bids 

Mar 8  Weak 2 opening bids 

Mar 15  Review and practice hands 

Mar 22  Defensive play part 1 

Mar 29  Defensive play part 2 

Apr 5  Slam bidding 

Apr 12  Beyond point count: hand evaluation 

Apr 19  No Class 

Apr 26  Final review & practice play 

 

For more information contact Glenn Torrie at              

kdbceducation@gmail.com or 613-549-7304 

mailto:kdbceducation@gmail.com


 

 

 
Celebrating our 2024 
Bridge Achievements 

 
Best Club Games 

Open Game: Nov 27, 2024   Don Kersey & Greg McKellar  76.77% 

Mentor Game: Sep 19, 2024  Suzanne Ryan & Marlo Whitehead: 76.56% 

ABC Winners: May 24, 2024  Carol Clements & Gail Pimm: 68.37% 
 

Absolute Top Standing (#1!) in the Unit or District Races 
 

Mini-McKenney Race (MPs won in club games and tournaments) 

 10,000+ MPs  Don Kersey #1 in Unit 192 & #1 in District 1 

 300-500 MPs  Kathy McDonald #1 in Unit 192 
 

Ace of Clubs (MPs won in F2F club games) 

 10,000+ MPs  Don Kersey #1 in Unit 192 & #1 District 1 

 1500-2500 MPs Brian Bowman, #1 in Unit 192 
 

Ace of Virtual Clubs (MPs won in on-line club games) 

 3500-5000 MPs Marvin Baer, #1 in Unit 192 & #1 in District 1 

 0-5 MPs   Patricia Brown, #1 in Unit 192 & #1 District 1 

 
Unit (top 10) & District (top 25) in the Ace of Clubs Race (F2F club games) 

 

10,000+ MPs  Don Kersey #1 in Unit 192 & #1 in District 1 

5000-7500 MPs  Greg McKellar #2 in Unit 192 & #11 in District 1 

    Paddy Allan #3 in Unit 192 & #17 in District 1 

1500-2500 MPs  Brian Bowman #5 in Unit 192 & # 16 in District 1 

500-1000 MPs  Michael Bowman #2 in Unit 192 & #5 in District 1 

100-200 MPs  George Yon #3 in Unit 192 & #9 in District 1 

50-100 MPs  Mary-Jean McIntyre #6 in Unit 192 

20-50 MPs   Paul Peloquin #3 in Unit 192 

5-20 MPs   Marlo Whitehead #10 in Unit 192  



 

 

 
Celebrating our 2024 
Bridge Achievements 

 
Unit (top 10) & District (top 25) in the Mini McKenney Race 

(F2F club games and tournaments) 

 

10,000+ MPs  Don Kersey #1 in Unit 192 & #1 in District 1 

5000-7500 MPs  Paddy Allan #2 in Unit 192 & #5 in District 1 

    Greg McKellar #3 in Unit 192 & #9 in District 1 

2500-3500 MPs  Gaylia Ohlman #5 in Uit 192 & #10 in District 1 

    Terry Demers #22 in District 1 

1500-2500 MPs  Brian Bowman #5 in Unit 192 & # 16 in District 1 

1000-1500  MPs  Chris Caswell #4 in Unit 192 & #11 in District 1 

500-1000 MPs  Michael Bowman #2 in Unit 192 & #4 in District 1 

    Glenn Torrie # 3 in Unit 192 & #11 in District 1 

    Anne Herfst # 5 in Unit 192 & #25 in District 1 

    Elaine McDougall #9 in Unit 192 

    Hamish Taylor #10 in Unit 192 

300-500 MPs  Kathy McDonald #1 in Unit 192 & #9 in District 1 

    Keith Prytulka #3 in Unit 192 & #20 in District 1 

    Mary Reid #4 in Unit 192 

    Suzanne Ryan #8 in Unit 192 

200-300 MPs  Anne Lamarche #2 in Unit 192 & #13 in District 1 

100-200 MPs  George Yon #4 in Unit 192 & #9 in District 1 

50-100 MPs  Mary-Jean McIntyre #3 in Unit 192 & #15 in District 1 

    Arnold Lawrence #9 in Unit 192 

5-20 MPs   Marlo Whitehead #6 in Unit 192 

0-5 MPs   Patricia Brown #8 in Unit 192 & #25 in District 1 

  



 

 

 
Celebrating our 2024 
Bridge Achievements 

 
Unit (top 10) & District (top 25) in the Ace of Virtual Clubs Race  

(on-line club games) 

 

10,000+ MPs  Don Kersey #2 in Unit 192 & #2 District 1 

5000-7500 MPs  Paddy Allan #3 in Unit 192 & #3 in District 1 

    Pat Briggs #4 in Unit 192 & #4 in District 1 

3500-5000 MPs  Marvin Baer #1 in Unit 192 & #1 in District 1 

    Shona Donovan #8 in Unit 192 

    Mark Donovan # 9 in Unit 192 

2500-3500 MPs  John Finucan #3 in Unit 192 & #3 in District 1 

    Bob Fowkes #5 in Unit 192 & #5 in District 1 

    Joan Renzoni #8 in Unit 192 & #8 in District 1 

    Terry Demers #10 in Unit 192 & #10 in District 1 

    Carol Harries #15 in District 1 

    Charlie Waddell #16 in District 1 

1500-2500 MPs  Doris Waddell #8 in Unit 192 & # 12 in District 1 

    Michael Fobert # 9 in Unit 192 & #13 in District 1 

    Jock Devonshire #24 in District 1 

    Anne Sherlock #25 in District 1 

1000-1500  MPs  Chris Caswell #7 in Unit 192 & #8 in District 1 

    Sharon Boal # 10 in Unit 192 & #12 in District 1 

    Jack Cooper # 22 in District 1 

    John Gerretsen #24 in District 1 

500-1000 MPs  Frances Szewczuk #6 in Unit 192 & 317 in District 1 

    Raymand Rothenbury # 9 in Unit 192 

    Judy Prince #10 in Unit 192 

      

        … continued... 



 

 

 
Celebrating our 2024 
Bridge Achievements 

 
Unit (top 10) & District (top 25) in the Ace of Virtual Clubs Race 

(on-line club games) (continued from previous page) 
 

300-500 MPs  Mary Reid #2 in Unit 192 & #6 in District 1 

    Josette Arassus #4 in Unit 192 & #8 in District 1 

    John Dundas #6 in Unit 192 & #11 in District 1 

    Kathy McDonald #9 in Unit 192 & #17 in District 1 

    Keith Prytulka #22 in District 1 

    Claudine Lallemand #23 in District 1 

50-100 MPs  Arnold Lawrence #5 in Unit 192 & #11 in District 1 

    Mary-Jean McIntyre #7 in Unit 192 & #13 in District 1 

20-50 MPs   Carol Sirman #7 in Unit 192 & #15 in District 1 

    Sandra Theriault #9 in Unit 192 & #17 in District 1 

5-20 MPs   Marlo Whitehead #4 in Unit 192 & #8 in District 1 

    Diane Koen #7 in Unit 192 & #14 in District 1 

    Gail Potts #23 in District 1 

    Gay Booth #24 in District 1 

0-5 MPs   Patricia Brown #1 in Unit 192 & #1 in District 1 

    Jennifer Flatman #2 in Unit 192 & #4 in District 1  

 

WELL DONE EVERYONE!  



 

 

 
New Rank 

Achievements in 2024 

 

GOLD LIFE MASTER 

Jock Devonshire 

 

RUBY LIFE MASTER 

Sharon Boal 

 

SILVER LIFE MASTER 
Michael Bowman 

Margo Johnston 

Elaine McDougall 

Hamish Taylor  

 

BRONZE LIFE MASTER 

Josette Arassus 

John Licharson 

Don Mallory 

Julie Plante 

Judy Prince 

Suzanne Ryan 

Frances Szewczuk 

 

LIFE MASTER 

Josette Arassus 

Julie Plante 

Keith Prytulka 

Suzanne Ryan 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED NABC     
MASTER 

Anne Herfst 

Kathy McDonald 

 

NABC MASTER 

Marilyn Brown 

Mary Reid 

Judy Valiquette 

 

REGIONAL MASTER 

Judy Cardwell 

Jack Eady 

Mary-Jean McIntyre 

George McKeever 

 

SECTIONAL MASTER 

Conrad DeBarros 

Mary DeNoble 

Arnold Lawrence 

Paul Peloquin 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB MASTER 

Lucille Groll 

Diane Koen 

Brenda Laughlin 

Gail Potts 

Carole Weir 

Marlo Whitehead 

 

JUNIOR MASTER 

Patricia Brown 

Jennifer Flatman 

Larry Langdon 

 

 


