Showing Shortness
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Why?

3 Why show shortness i singletons and voids
I when you can show length?

3 Presence of shortage:

Suggests suit contracts with fit, rather than no -
trumps; even 5 / . become attractive.

Dictates the effectiveness of trumps and helps
gauge level.

Helps partner evaluate high cards.



Suit or No-trumps

53007
52
AQ 1076 3
KQ4
3 North South
INT Pass ?7?
3 Teams 3 = or 3NT or something else?
30t 1T snot  nwi || 3 N Tmakeo

5. whenwe canot ma koan vz Writl o
out? o .



Suit or No-trumps (2)

30072
5
AQ10/63
- KQ4
3 North South
INT Pass ?7?

3 Teams: 3. or 3NT or something else?

3 Now 5 . Is a live possibility and there is much
| ess hiding from heart .
show a shortage and have opener look at her
heart holding?



Suit or No-trumps (3)

30072
5
AQ10/763
- KQ4
3 3NT opposite

3 © AK83
AJ10
J8 2
J8 3

30re ©Q72
5
KQ10763
KQ4

3 But5 @ opposite

3 © AK83
J83
J82

' AJ10



5!
50

Suit or No-trumps (4)

C we do thi s? Yes we C a
tr

Shortness after mi nor

INTT 2NT = Clubs, weak or strong. Opener bids 3; In
case responder S|mply wants to play there but
r-es ponde rupsof3i /C [Olam@ «w

INTT 3 = Diamonds. After open
r-es ponC and 8Bshddv shortages there.

The astute among you will have spotted that this does
not cater for diamonds with short clubs. That is part of
your INTT 20k i t é

3 This approach obeys

the shapely hand should describe itself allowing the
balanced hand to evaluate and decide.



Trump Effectiveness

2 © A8642 © K9753
7532 4
8 90543
' 652 ' 873

3 How many tricks?
3 What contract do you expect to be playing?



N OGN

N

Trump Effectiveness (2)

© AB8642 © K9753
753 964
82 43

| 652 | 873

How many tricks?
Or slightly more reasonably,

© AB8642 © K9753

753 64

82 943

1 652 1 873

Let 6s reinstate East original sha
© AB8642 © K9753

753 4

82 9543

1 652 1 873

This 1-832 %ter@am@é: 1 f you oOraise to

shortage, you will discover you will not get the value of your trumps:



Trump Effectiveness (3)

3 West has a minimum opener:

2© AJ642 © K9753
Q532 4
8 Q543
' A52 ' 873

3 How many tricks now?

3 How good are the red queens?

3 How much better if they were kings?
3Weore now talking

abo



Evaluation

3Let O0s ‘redistri bute tho

30 AJ642 © K9753
9532 4
8 9543
L AQ2 1 J73
3 How many tricks now?
53Lastly, | etdos move an
30 AJ642 © K9753
A532 4
8 9543

Q62 ' J73



EvaluationT key points

3 Minor honours, gueens and jacks, are very
POOr opposite shortage.

3 Kings are devalued

3 Aces take a trick and provide control but they
are not as effective as side-suit fits

3 When the level of a trump -contract Is uncertain
we need to know:.

1. Ifthe two hands have shortages

2. Where they are and if the high -cards opposite
are working.



Fit-announcing shortage-bids

2 e Or
3 S0 Important Is shortage to trump -effectiveness and
valuation that almost everyone uses splinters.

3Spli-nters meet ‘I ast ‘semiln
usabllity criteria:

a) Useful

b) Easy to spot, hard to confuse with other meanings
c) Simple messagel easy to interpret

d) Do not unnecessarily tangle existing system



Splinters

3€Are Jjumps -i‘n-.response to
level one above that which is natural and forcing.

3 As an Immediate response:

1© 1 4, = singleton or void club, 4+spades, sufficient
values for the 4-level, say 11+ HCPs

Same for4 . and4 .Ineachcase 2, / ./ are natural
and forcing for a round, 3} / ./ are natural with a
good hand (16+) and a good 6 -card suit (or better).

The same applies over 1 ; 3© and 4, / = are splinters.

And over 1-minor, 3 /© show a shortage and deny 4 or
more cards in the other major. 1| T 3 Is also a splinter
butl 71 4, Isarare beast because it loses the chance
of declaring 3NT and obliges 5 .



N

e Ar e

above

1, 1T 1

3©

© 6
AQ76
K94

1 AKJ108

Splinters (2)

not |
that

ust -re
whi-ch

Sponses {
I S natur

O 0Open
al and

Short spade, 4(+) hearts, values for game.

41/ losers; slam will certainly depend on whether responder has

wasted values in spades (bad) or extra (5+) hearts,

whi ch
shortage.

Not e:

s he

W- I

appreciate

gi ven

0 asmaturahand nbn-forcing, 2© is game-forcing.

In the above sequence 4 = would show the same hand with spades
and diamonds reversed.

I n
i

Aand; QT all of

t



Splinters in competition

Say when partner overcallst should jumps be shortages?

Perhaps. Arguments about gauging the value of trumps and
high-cards certainly still apply. There are several camps:

Natural: jumps in a competitive auction are long, strong sulits.
After all, going slow, via a minimum bid, may leave a 7 - or 8-
card suit S|gn|f|cantly unbid.

Except I-n opponentso suit((s) a
makes sense to employ jumps to show fit but new -suit jJumps
show length in the bid suit; a

The mix: splinters are possible In a competitive auction 1 as
well as fit-jumps. Single jumps are fit but double -jumps are
splinters. If it looks like a splinter, It is a splinter.

In (B) or (C) jumps to game are excluded. Or perhaps only
jumps to game Iin higher-ranking suits, lower-ranking are fit.



Splinters in competition (2)

3 I'recommend (C), the mix, both splinters-and fit -jumps
excluding jumps to any game, which are natural.

3 North South
1 2, ?7?

2 . usually 3-card support

3} *: high-card raise, 3+ trumps

3 . *: diamonds and 4+ hearts, INV+,

3 *. semi-pre-emptive raise, 4+ hearts

3©*: spades and 4+ hearts, game values,

41 14

4 . pre-emptive raise

4©/5 . TO PLAY (not fitjumps, splinters or anything)



After a splinter

3Letos follow up  a c¢classic
assumeal©opener —and rn epglfenr n d e

3 © AQ765
K10 3
Q9
' KJ5
3 Although we have 15 HCP (and have opened much
poorer hands) this hand has gone down in value
because the 4 points in clubs are devalued.

3 This Is a clear sign-off in 4 ©.



After a splinter (2)

3 Beginning 1© 1 4,

3 © AQ765
KQ103
Q9
1 J5
3 Thi s 1 s better because | e
by respondero0os c¢cl ub short
rremait n. But 1 tos stiOK a
A, AKand thatos qui te a h

wonot take you seri odtLsSsslay
possibility.
Z2But oOcautti on arou&d sl| ams



After a splinter (3)

3 Beginning 1© 1 4
30 AQ765
KQ10
A9
1 J52

5Now weore cookinge Tho
losing-trick-count weore {1 n th
this hand has 15 quality HCPs In the three suits

outsirde partner o0s shor

2T1I meout é



The Rule of 26

your partner: makes- -a spilln
CooTh s T e e T It comes to 26 or more-you
should consider biddi ng a sl am

Harold Schogger

Thi s seems to be pretty %ood
take things like this on trust so | dealt 100 deals oppos e
© KJ93
AJ72
K752
L7

The only stipul ation for opene
the longest highest-ranking suit was spades.



