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EBED Spring Simultaneous Pairs ~ Thursday 14" May 2026
Welcome to the English Bridge Education & Development (EBED) Simultaneous Pairs!

The proceeds from this event will support EBED, the national charity dedicated to promoting and developing
duplicate bridge. At EBED, we focus on two key priorities:

e Youth bridge initiatives aimed at encouraging students in full-time education to learn and play bridge.
e A national bridge education and training framework to support bridge
teachers.

Our three youth camps, held in Shropshire during the spring, Northampton in the summer, and Dorking in the
autumn, are steadily increasing in popularity. These camps are subsidised to ensure they remain affordable
for all families. We welcome parents and grandparents to attend alongside their younger family members,
supporting players at every level from absolute beginners to members of the England squad.

EBED provides consistent playing opportunities for young people, including informal after-school teaching
every Thursday afternoon (we take complete beginners) on RealBridge. Additionally, we host a 12-board
evening duplicate on the second Sunday of each month, requiring at least one player in each pair to be under
the age of 26.

In the university sector, EBED has been instrumental in restarting bridge clubs at Manchester, Oxford, and
Bristol, while providing ongoing support to all university clubs including Imperial, UCL, Southampton, and
Durham. We offer free pizza and beer taster sessions to all universities, and provide generous funding and up
to £1000 and a University Award for students who are willing to start club. Entries for the Portland Bow! have
increased over the last two years from 11 to 19 teams, and we have identified further target universities, such
as Loughborough, which we hope to bring back into the fold for the upcoming academic year.

Finally, the teacher notes, slides, online materials, and hands for Beginning Bridge — Book 1 (the "Red Book")
are currently being refreshed. These updated resources will be available to instructors before the new round
of lessons begins this September.

Thank you for your support,
Richard Croot
CEO, English Bridge Education and Development.

A754 Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all
v1074 West  North East South
’2i1032 AINT Pass Pass
L3
AAQJI03 AK982 24 Pass 34 All Pass
vJ5 vA832

With good controls, two tens, a five-card suit and being non-vulnerable,

;SJ;S ;%82 it should be routine to value the North hand as worth more than its raw
a6 11 points. Whether 24 is natural or shows spades and a minor, this will
vKQ96 be West’s choice of overcall if North opens a weak No Trump. South
+10643 would probably reopen with a takeout double if East did not raise the
*Q764 spades.

In a spade contract the defenders can make one trick in each red suit and
two in clubs. If they are very slow in cashing their clubs and declarer

HeP Makeable contracts 11 plays North for a doubleton ¢A then one of East’s clubs could go away
% | ¢ | v | a|NT|| on the fourth round of diamonds — but that will not happen very often.
b 1 o ': 3 : 1 - - | With a winning guess in hearts (or if East grabs the ace), a club contract
7 E 3 yields 10 tricks, maybe even 11 if the defence fail to knock out
W 1]-13]-1| declarer’s ¢A.
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AQ9 Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
v954 West  North East South
+K1073 Pass 1a
T, *Ql>4 AKS52 2v Double Pass 24
vKQJ32 v 1087 Pass Pass 3v All Pass
;'2384 ;%57 North is only marginally worth a negative double after West bids 2v
AA10643 over South’s 14 opening. Three low in a suit bid on your right is a poor
vAE holding. With a minimum opening South probably repeats the spades
*65 rather than bidding clubs at the three-level. Whether East, knowing the
S AG32 aK is of dubious value, should compete to 3¥ is another close decision.
‘Lead your partner’s suit.” Most people know that. Alas, on this deal
a spade is the only lead to allow 3¥ to make. On any other lead, so long
HCP Makeable contracts || as the defenders wait for declarer to open up the spades, they score
%lelv 4 INTH two tricks in spades to go with at least one in each other suit. Indeed, if
8 N[3]-]-12 . .
14 6 sT3 -T2 -1| declarer tries to finesse South for the #K but not then North for the
12 E|l-|1]2]-]1]| 10, 3¥ might go two down. In a spade contract, likely losers are two
w 1]2 1| in trumps and one in each side suit.
A K98 Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
v973 West  North East South
+KQJ876 14
%9
aQ4 N Double 2e Pass 3a
v AK82 v 1054 Pass 44 All Pass
:-3364 .:.5(14133532 In the olden days, West would not double South’s 14 opening for fear
AA1076532 of a 2¢ reply. These days, few people can bring themselves either to
val6 overcall at the two-level on a moderate five-card minor or to pass with
¢ A2 sound opening values and four cards in the unbid major. East would bid
&K clubs if North were to pass, but can hardly bid 3& freely, vulnerable with
such a weak hand. In any case, the vulnerability means that East-West
HCP Makeable contracts_|| do not want to sacrifice in 5& doubled. In a spade contract the
*|¢|v|a]|NT|| defenders need to cash their three fast winners at tricks one, two and
1 9 3 ': - i - j three. If they fail to do so, any of declarer’s remaining losers will
14 RN disappear on the long diamonds. The losers in a club contract are two
wl3]-]2 in diamonds and one in each major.
AA3 Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
vKJ93 West  North East South
22210752 Pass le 1a Double
~Q7 AKISES 2 2v 3% Pass
v854 vA6 Pass 3v All Pass
;igjlon ;g?j In a competitive auction, East-West find their club fit through entirely
210942 natural means, while a negative double helps North-South to find their
vQ1072 heart fit. If North opens INT then South might use Stayman if INT-2&-
+J83 2 ¢-2v would require opener to convert to 24 on hands with 3-2 in the
%AS majors. In any case West probably cannot make a natural 2& overcall of
INT, so bids 3& anyway. Because the ¢ KQ sit over the ace, any lead other
HCP Makeable contracts ) . . . . .
=1 v lalnll than a diamond (a club being normal with West having bid the suit)
12 N 2|2 should beat 3¥ by a trick: the defenders have time to set up a winner in
8 ; B 2 3 212 71| spades as well as one in clubs, to add to the ¥A and two diamonds.
w3 11 || 3% would make with one trick in each suit to lose.
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A642 Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
VA4 West  North East South
¢ K6QlO42 Pass lv Pass
AKQU93 *165 AAL0 1a Pass 2v All Pass
v1o03 vKQl876 At a different vulnerability, either North or South would find an overcall
98763 *A with their decent suits. As it is, their fairly lifeless 5332 types, combined
*2 *10943 with the adverse vulnerability, means they will probably pass throughout.
#875 East, with six good hearts and four clubs lacking a picture card, rebids
V952 the hearts rather than introducing the clubs.
*35 In a heart contract, declarer can make five trump tricks and (without
*AKQ87 drawing trumps) at least three spades (when they break 3-3) plus the
Lo Viakeabie comracts 1| #A. The only way the defenders can be sure of holding a heart contract
=1+ 1v]lalnT|| tonine tricks is with an initial trump lead ducked by North. South’s club
10 N1 holding is such that this is unlikely to happen! If after cashing a top
6 14 s|1 club, South switches to a heart and North ducks then this holds declarer
10 \i/ i i to ten tricks. If North were to put up the YA (hoping South holds the
AA to shut out the spades), eleven tricks result.
4198762 Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
vQ6 West North East South
¢102 INT Pass
A *1105 AAQ 26 Pass 3v Pass
v AK1095 v7432 4v All Pass
;2129843 ;82763 With over half the values in the doubletons, East is likely to open a weak
AK10543 INT if that option is available. When West transfers into hearts (the
vis fact that the hand has a diamond suit as well is purely coincidental)
¢ ATS East makes some sort of super acceptance, West raising to game.
& A54 If South leads a spade against a heart contract, declarer can discard
HCP Makeable contracts || both of dummy’s clubs on the spades, thus just losing a trick to the ¢A
y = T ; NT| | and making twelve tricks in all. If North-South play in a sacrificial spade
1 13 S EEE contract, they might make eight tricks: by endplaying East if West takes
12 El4|5]5 5 || two hearts, or by discarding one of North’s hearts on the third round of
Wi4|5]5 diamonds if the defenders do not cash out.
A A85 Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
vAJ10982 West  North East South
¢ K85 Pass
&2
£32 Al104 Pass lv Pass 1a
v653 vKQ7 Pass 24 Pass 3¢
41043 +QJ7 Pass 3v Pass 3a
*AJ1094 *KQ53 All Pass
AKQ976
va The age-old of question comes up here, of whether with a six-card suit
¢ A962 and three-card support for responder’s major opener should rebid the
%876 first suit or raise partner. The sequence shown seems to describe the
North hand quite nicely. What the auction does not achieve is identifying
HCP Makeable contracts || how well the North-South hands fit with South’s three low clubs facing
«|¢ | v|a]|NTII North’s singleton. The friendly layout (spades 3-2 and hearts 3-3) means
12 NI-14131512 1 that it takes an initial lead of a diamond (and continuation if declarer
5 14 S 4(3]|5]2 . . .
9 F gives up a club) for the defenders to score two tricks. Otherwise declarer
W can set up the hearts with ruffs to score four hearts, five spades, two

diamonds and a club ruff, for twelve in all.
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a87 Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all
VA943 West  North East South
:_ % 088 1v 2% 2¢ Pass

AKQ63 2J52 2v Pass 2NT All Pass

vKQi1075 va2 Being non-vulnerable and with nine cards in the majors, West will

¢85 ¢ AK73 . : .

214 2 A862 usually open the bidding, the dubious value of a doubleton jack
AA1094 notwithstanding. Also being non-vulnerable and with a decent suit, North
vJ6 finds a 2+ overcall. East might bid 2NT directly but the poor club spots
4109642 and general suitability for a suit contract make a temporising move of
%73 2 ¢ attractive. The easy way to defeat 2NT is for South to lead a club. Then

the defenders must come to four tricks in clubs together with the
HCP Makeable contracts . A 5 .
+ 1o v lalnT|| Major-suit aces. A low diamond lead is also good enough because
12 N declarer cannot easily make more than one trick in clubs and two tricks
1 ] 12 2 ——1>1—{| in each other suit. East-West do better to play in a heart contract, making
Wizl -T2 11 111|eighttricks: West can then interrupt the run of the clubs by ruffing.
AAQ52 Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
val West  North East South
+110843 Pass Pass lv
*Je 2 Double P 2

11093 a84 "‘ ouble Fass v

v 105 VK862 Pass 3v All Pass

A ¢ KQ972 . L .

£KQ10973 254 South does not have a great.hand ora gr-eat.swt but, being in third seat
aK76 non-vulnerable, the temptation to open is high. If North made a natural
vA9743 response, South would have the option of passing. | suppose South
465 does have the option of leaving in the negative double, though one
“A82 normally needs a trump suit a lot better than A-8-2 to defend for

penalties at such a low level. Declaring a heart contract, South should
be able to make eight tricks in some comfort, with two tricks in each
HCP Makeable contracts . . )
=lelvlalnT|| red suit and a club to lose. Indeed, on a diamond lead it could be
. 1 . ';‘ 1 ; i 111 1] possible to endplay East for a ninth trick. 2&% doubled could go two
! 1 c ! L1 down if the defenders score three spades, a spade ruff, two hearts and
W the %A, or if North scores the & J on an overruff.
AA4 Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vQJ876542 West  North East South
’E4 Pass Pass
-

4QJ95 AK10763 1a 2v 24 Pass

vA9 v 103 2NT 3v 3A All Pass

¢ AQ103 ¢J65 . . .

2 AJ10 2753 Being too strong even for a strong 1NT, West makes a suit opening, 1 ¢
a82 for some and 1a for those using Standard English or Bernard Magee
vK style. How many hearts North should bid is a matter for debate. The
498742 hand is too strong even facing a passed partner for a weak jump
%Q9862 overcall, so it is either a simple overcall or a jump all the way to 4¥. The

more North bids, the more likely it is that East-West will reach 4 a.
HCP Makeable contracts . .
«1elvlalnTl| In @ spade contract declarer can make ten tricks by dropping the
13 N 3 singleton K offside (or if North switches to a diamond). Often the
18 4 5 3 . L .
s AERE 2 12| defenders will score one trick in each suit.
wli]3 4 | 4 || Inaheart contract declarer has one trick in each suit to lose.
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A AK3 Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all
vA54 West North East South
+K83 Pass
A7 9764 A Q1085 lv Pass Pass 1a
vKI732 v 109 Double 2w Pass 2a
+AJ105 +Q92 All Pass
% KQ10 %8532
AJ9642 Lacking a fourth spade, the majority choice with the North hand will be
vQ86 to pass over 1% rather than make a takeout double. After South
+764 reopens with 1, since game is not completely out of the question,
*Al North cuebids West’s suit to show a value raise. With moderate values,
a moderate hand and moderate shape, South has no interest in going
HCP Makeable contracts
+ 1+ v lalntl| higher! In a spade contract, North’s &9 could turn out to be a very
14 N 2 useful card, enabling declarer to get rid of red-suit loser on that card on
14 g 4 2 1 1 1 2 the fourth round of clubs. In fact, if West starts with &K, it is possible
wli]1]1 with an inspired line of play to make an overtrick in 2 s.
AG62 Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
v863 West North East South
+kQ Pass 1% INT Pass
+«AQJ1094
2Q93 A AKS Pass 2% Pass Pass
vKJ9 vAQ7 2¢ All Pass
;;087652 ;:(23473 An all-natural competitive auction seems the order of the day here. If
A)10754 East-West were vulnerable, North might elect to defend INT hoping it
v 10542 would go down on a club lead.
*A3 INT by East would make exactly either if South leads a club at trick one
%62 or if South wins the first diamond and switches to a club. The defenders
can also hold 1NT to seven tricks in more spectacular fashion if North
P Viakeable contracte wins the first diamond and switches to the #Q followed by the &A,
%] o [ v][a]nT|| allowing South to discard the ¢A on the third round of clubs.
; 12 . ': i - In a diamond contract, the way to secure four defensive tricks is to start
5 El- 131212111l with two rounds of clubs, and later for South to ruff the third round
Wl-13]2]2]1]|withthe ¢A.
A AK93 Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
v 10975 West North East South
*A3 Pass ANT All Pass
943
Q10 A876 There is some possibility that this deal will result in a pass-out. East
VK62 vAQ4 does have 12 high card points, but the shape and intermediates are
+87642 +QI53 poor. North has a point fewer but better spot cards, better controls and
®A10 *K76
AJ542 better shape than East has — but many players do not take those factors
va3 into account in deciding whether to open the bidding.
+K10 If South leads the &5, ‘fourth highest of longest and strongest’, the %10
+«QJ852 scores a cheap trick and gives East in 1NT time to knock out the ¢AK.
After that start, the best the defenders can do is to cash their four
HCP Maieatile C:ntrjaf\” spades when they gain the lead in diamonds to stop any overtricks. If
11 N[3[-[-[2]-]|Southleadsthe &Q or a spade, INT should fail.
10 12 S131-1-12 If North-South declare, a defensive club ruff would hold them to +110
7 E 311 . . . .
w1311 in spades, while a diamond lead would ensure that 1NT is defeated.
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AK5432 Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all
v K102 West  North East South
:_ 2332 1a 2%
497 aaquiog | AllPass
'8190886 ”7154 Holding such a good spade suit, East is likely to open 1a even if a weak
;Q%3 ;?5 INT is an option. South overcalls 2, planning to double later if either
a6 opponent bids 2a. West is a bit too weak to make a negative double,
vA43 while East really has nothing further to add.
*A76 The defenders will be doing well to defeat 2&. They need either to lead
*AK7642 a heart at trick one (unlikely if East has bid spades) or to switch to
= e ————| @ heart at trick two. If they do not play hearts early enough, declarer
+ 1+ lvlalnTl| Can getalong diamond going.
6 Nj1f1]-]1 24 by East should go two down. The defenders can take the first six
’ 15 12 2 e 1 1 1| tricks if North discards a heart on the second top club and then scores
w 1| - | 1| a heart ruff. Later the aK will be the seventh defensive trick.
A- Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
vQ37 West North East South
496 14
+]9876432
~Q987 A AKS4 24 Pass 2v Pass
v2 vAJ10543 3¢ Pass 3NT All Pass
;E%Mgz ;;05 North, despite holding an eight-card suit, will probably struggle to enter
2110632 the bidding. The hand is weak and the suit is the lowest ranking.
VK36 Unless a strong No Trump is in use, South’s opening and West’s overcall
o AJ7 will be very common actions, as also will be East’s introduction of the
*AQ heart suit. If 2% is non-forcing, West might elect to pass, but bidding 3 ¢
seems more normal, with 2NT an outside contender. Given the misfit,
HCP Makeable contracts || Fast might pass 34 or perhaps repeat the hearts. With spades well
| 6| v |[a]|NT . . . . . .
3 B — | held, and expecting any diamond finesse against the opening bidder to
10 12 s[3]-]-[-]-||succeed, potting 3NT is an option too.
15 E]l-[3]1]3[4]|If the contract is 3NT, making just one overtrick is normal as the cards
Wi-141213 141 e, even if dummy scores a cheap spade trick.
AJ95 Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
VAI875 West  North East South
+852 1% 1w 24 34
*KJ
AKQ4 21076 Pass 3v All Pass
:3(1?4 :2\%‘; Unless playing a strong No Trump, West opens 1&. North, with a fair
#AQ8S 2107632 suit and a fair hand, overcalls 1¥. East just about scrapes up a raise to
AA832 2&. South then has a decision between a slightly aggressive 3& cue bid
vQ32 to show a value raise in hearts or a competitive double, getting the spades
+KQ97 into the equation but not promising the three-card heart support.
%94 With the ¢A onside, a little unexpectedly, 3¥ should make. Declarer
can lead diamonds while in hand and take the heart finesse when in
HCP Makeable contracts_| | dyummy, while the defenders are unable to knock out South’s AA entry
| 6| v |[a]|NT el ey e . .
10 N > 1312 11| until it is too late. Well, | say they cannot dislodge the aA, but if West
15 4 S 3[3[2]1]|| were brave enough to switch to the a4, it might not be obvious for
1 \i/ i declarer to rise with the aJ. 3& goes two down, losing two tricks in

each red suit and one in each black suit.
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A72 Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all
VK63 West  North East South
#1495 Pass Pass Pass
onoes ET INT  Pass  Pass 24
va2 vA74 Pass 2v All Pass
;é?fz ;;\01;);63 With a five-card suit and 11 points, some will open the North hand. If
AKQ1054 that is with 1& then East-West should find their diamond fit. On the
vJ10985 auction shown (West’s INT showing 12-14 and South’s 2& both
4 majors), or if North opens 1INT, then North-South are quite likely to
%96 declare a heart contract. In 2% the defenders can do little better than
= VPP Ep— keep playing diamonds at every opportunity. Declarer can scramble
+ 1+ v |alnT|| €ighttricks but is not able to enjoy either long clubs or long spades.
11 Nj1[-]2]2 In a diamond contract the defenders can take two top clubs plus a ruff
14 6 9 2 1 - 2 2 1 for the first three tricks, then sit back and await a trick in each major,
wl-121-1-12||thus holding declarer to eight tricks.
AQ973 Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
vAQ3 West North East South
+Q84 Pass Pass
T 1v Double 3 34
vKI862 v 109754 All Pass
;Eé?é ;17263 In third seat and at favourable vulnerability, West is likely to open 1.
AJ10654 In the olden days North would pass over 1v, the hand being the right
v- shape but the wrong strength for a 1NT overcall. These days, with four
¢ AJ95 cards in the other major, many, if not most, will double. In my usual
Q985 methods East’s jump raise is like a raise to two and a half hearts, a ‘mixed
raise’. South is not troubled by this and happily competes with 3a.
P Viakeanie comaas ]| North, aware that South could not open, and that the heart strength is
% |+ | v]|a]|nT|| BgOING to be facing a shortage, passes.
o 14 . ';‘ i ; : 2 i In a spade contract, so long as the defenders do not open up the frozen
g AR club suit they should score four tricks — two in trumps and one in each
wl-[-12 minor. In a heart contract, again the defenders want to leave clubs alone.
A 1097 Board 19 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
VAS3 West North East South
;2310876 Pass
AAKQA AGE 1 le lv 2v
vQ984 vK1062 3v All Pass
¢ ¢943 West opens the classic ‘suit below the singleton’” with the 4441 type.
*QJ74 %K1096
AJ832 Taking advantage of the vulnerability, North interjects 14. For most
vJ7 pairs, East’s correct action then is 1% (double would show 4-4 in the
+KQ52 majors). South’s 2& indicates a sound diamond raise.
*A52 To stop the overtrick in 3% the defenders need to find a club ruff.
e YIRS ——— Perhaps the easiest way to accomplish this is for North to overtake the
«]+]|v|a]|nT|| K With ¢A and switch to the %8 — though South will need to work out
8 N 21 -1-11/fthat North has a doubleton club rather than a singleton and duck the
. 11 ° E 3 2 3 1 first club. If the ¢K holds, a low club switch is also effective. In a diamond
wi{3|-]3 contract the defenders can take three spades, a heart and a club.
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49854 Board 20 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
v65 West  North East South
+KQ832 24 Pass  2NT 3w
%62
AKI7632 AQ10 3a All Pass
v vAQs Facing a vulnerable weak two, East is just about worth making a game
+165 +1094 : . . .
£Q108 2 AK543 try, 2NT being an enquiry for more information. How many hearts
AA South then bids is a matter of debate. If South were to bid 4v, West
vK1097432 might bid 4 a while East would double if given the chance.
*A7 So long as North leads a heart, or indeed anything other than a diamond
*J97 honour, 3a makes exactly. The defenders can cash three diamonds
= VPP Fm—— after South gets in with the aA. They should know to do this (rather than
1o 1v]lalnTl| try to cash the vK for example) because North will encourage a diamond
5 N 1]3 continuation when South switches to the ¢A.
8 1 > 2 2 1 3 3 In a heart contract, declarer can easily make nine tricks by discarding
wl2]-1-]3 a club on the third round of diamonds and then leading up to the ¥K.
AJ65 Board 21 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
vKJ96 West North East South
4 3v Pass Pass Double
*KQ1075 Al Pass
A 82 A Q1093
vA107542 vas At favourable vulnerability, a weak two really does not describe the
;flnsz ;2243 West hand. Either open 3% or pass. Most of the time pre-empting
AAKTA works, creating more problems for the opposition than it does for
v8 partner. On this particular deal the 3% opening does not work well
¢ AK863 because South has an easy reopening double: opening values, four
%862 spades and a heart shortage; North will surely take the money, the
vulnerability notwithstanding.
HCP Makeable contracts . 3
+ 1+ vlalnt|| Even after the normal lead of the &K (which allows declarer to discard
10 N|3|1]-]3]|2]|a spade), the defenders can defeat 3% doubled by two tricks, if they
’ 14 ? 2 3 1 1 312 1| refrain from setting up the aQ and South switches to a trump at some
W 1 point. 3NT by North-South fails on the lead of either red suit.
a42 Board 22 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
vQ76 West North East South
;i(g10764 Pass 3v
~AKQI106 28753 Double 4w Pass Pass
vAS3 v5 44 Pass Pass 5¢
+87 ¢+ AQ65 Pass S5v 54 All Pass
®AJ %8532
A9 South has a better heart suit than West did on the previous deal,
vKJ10942 making it an easier decision to open 3¥. West, being too strong for an
+KJ943 immediate overcall, starts with a double. North increases the pre-empt
*9 with a raise to 4%, which for the time being silences East. Knowing the
vulnerability and that North had the chance to double 4s, South later
Hep Makeable contracts 1| takes the slightly unusual path of bidding again, doing so with a lead-
+ | o | v | a|nT|| directing bid. East eventually shows signs of life.
" / ; ’: i Most of the time 54 will make exactly, with one trick in each minor
3 AERE s |3 || to lose. There is a very slight chance that South will get endplayed,
Wit 5 13 || allowing 12 tricks. In a heart contract there are four aces to lose.
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AQ3 Board 23 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
vQ62 West North East  South
57603 Pass
L
AAKT 2954 2 Pass 2¢ Pass
vAJ4 v 109853 3NT Pass 4 Pass
+AQJ72 *8 4v All Pass
«AQ #K1082 ) ) o
2110862 West opens with the system strong bid and East keeps the bidding
VK7 open as required to do so. Since a simple 2NT rebid would typically
09643 show 23-24 points, West needs to jump to 3NT (unless Kokish is in use,
*J5 whereby a 2¥ rebid shows either hearts or a balanced hand). If East
and West are both confident that 4 is a transfer, then the bidding
HCP Makeable contracts || continues as illustrated. The layout is friendly for declarer in a heart
#1¢lvia|NTI| contract. The @K is both short and vulnerable to a ruffing finesse. In
- ’ 3 ': ——r—+—1—| addition, the &J is doubleton and, with the doubleton heart honour in
5 121316135l the South hand, it takes only one finesse to pick up the trumps. All this
w|a[3]6]3]5]|| meansthat making twelve tricks should be common.
AA7432 Board 24 : Dealer West : Love all
v102 West North East South
¢ 1083 Pass Pass le lv
A5 *873 ~Q86 2v Pass 3¢ Double
vKQ vos Pass 3a Pass Pass
€97542 + AKQJ6 4e Pass Pass aa
*K1094 *J52 Pass Pass 5¢ Double
A KJ109 All Pass
vA76543
.- Modern thinking with the South cards is to show the main suit first with
»AQ6 a view to doubling later. West’s 2% cue bid shows a value raise in
diamonds, eliciting a sign-off from East. Perhaps South will sell out to
4 ¢ and perhaps East will let 44 play on the basis that it sounds like the
HCP Makeable contracts || field will not be in game. The club position is such that declarer cannot
*]¢|v|aINTH really go wrong in a diamond contract, just losing three aces.
4 N 314 . . o .
9 13 sT-1-T3s Unless East is on lead and starts with a club, it is possible to make
14 El1lal-1-11||eleven tricks with spades as trumps, by setting up the hearts via a duck
wl1]4]-]-[1]|and high ruff, and later finessing East for the aQ.
A AKS Board 25 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
v AK2 West North East South
:1;23 1le Pass  INT
a1732 #1096 All Pass
vJ10 vQ8763 If playing a weak No Trump, North is a fraction too strong for that and
$AK32 +Q98 so starts with 1. West has an unsuitable shape for coming in over the
*AQ8 *74 .
~Q84 1NT response — tqo many dlamonds. and too few hearts. .
vo54 With diamonds bid but spades unbid, West leads a spade against 1NT.
0104 Declarer wins this in dummy, not just to take a finesse against East’s
#KJ952 possible %Q, but also to conserve an entry to hand. After West wins the
first or second round of clubs and continues spades, again declarer
HCP Makeable contracts || retains the aQ, winning in dummy. It is then possible to knock out
*|¢|v|a]|NTI| West’'s remaining club stopper. This line leads to eight tricks: three in
15 1> . ';' i ——— 1 each black suit and two in hearts. It would take an initial heart lead to
6 £ BE stop the overtrick in 1NT. Indeed, declarer needs to hold up at trick one
w 1]1]1 on a heart lead just to make the contract.
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aJ2 Board 26 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vKQ8653 West  North East South
;8774 Pass 1a
~Q43 2965 Pass 2v Pass 24
vi74 vA1092 Pass 2NT Pass 3&
+KJ95 41083 Pass 3a All Pass
+*A108 *J52
A AK1087 North-South should be able to enjoy an uncontested natural auction.
v- These days just about everyone opens 14 on hands with 5-5 in the
¢ A62 black suits. Perhaps South should accept North’s game invitation. In
%Q9643 standard Acol, 3% on the third round is non-forcing because, with
a stronger hand and the same shape, South would have made a 3 high
HCP Ma:eaki'e C:’”‘T“LT reverse the round previously.
1 N2 121214171 Foranyone declaring a spade contract, the layout is pretty friendly. The
11 5 s{al2]2]4a]1]| vAand ¢K are both where declarer wants them, while both black suits
13 \i/ split 3-3. This means that the losers are just one trick in each suit except
diamonds. 2NT should fail on any lead except a heart honour.
AKQ9852 Board 27 : Dealer South : Love all
vio West North East South
4 K9652 2w
AAT3 *] Al Pass Pass 3% Pass
VK863 v95 3NT All Pass
* 7 +AQ10 South has a classic hand for a weak two opening with a decent six-card
Q864 »AK9752 . . . . .
2106 suit and nothing outside. North might reasonably respond 24 if that
vAQJ742 would be non-forcing (some people play that 24 is non-forcing because
843 a jump to 34 is available for a hand with spades that wishes to force).
%103 East overalls 3&% whether or not North has responded 2a. West’s 3NT is
slightly aggressive, though the ¥K over the heart bid is almost as good
HCP Ma:eaki'e C:’””:’th\” as the ¥A. With both the ¥A and ¢K onside, you can make eleven tricks
9 NI -121-121-1|inano-trump contract. Moreover, if the aJ scores at trick one, a twelfth
10 14 s|-J1]-]1 trick is available. In real life, if North starts with a spade honour and
7 va 2 : i : 2 declarer is not confident that South has only two spades, then holding
up the aA until the third round will result in making only ten tricks.
AAQ Board 28 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
vQl1074 West  North East South
+KQJ9e Pass le 2% Pass
cen e 26 Double 34 All Pass
'27542 ::396 After North opens 1 ¢, East has a three-way choice: pass, double or 2.
;9843 #AQI075 The fact that West is a passed hand makes game rather unlikely, which
A7632 reduces the attractiveness of doubling. The favourably vulnerability
vK8532 combined with the lead-directing and space-consuming benefit of a 2%
+103 overcall are the deciding factors for me.
*J2 The cards lie extraordinarily well for East-West in a club contract. Clubs
— | are 2-2, on top of which both the aQ and &K are onside. This means
= 1o lvlalnt|l that the only loser is the #aA. | would hazard a guess that nobody
17 N 2 - || actually bids a slam! So long as North declares, 2¥ would make because
’ 4 10 2 1 : 515 | West cannot get in enough times to lead both spades and clubs
wle[1 3 | 2 || through declarer, as well as giving East a diamond ruff.

Page 11 of 12




EBED Spring Simultaneous Pairs ~ Thursday 14" May 2026

‘._“g\'lsh Bridge

About the Bridge for All books and how to order N
All items are sold and despatched by English Bridge Education & Development

Beginning Bridge Book 1 is ideal for those who want to learn using the
‘traditional’ method of a lesson once a week, for three terms. It
progresses at a steady pace, allowing more time to digest each topic.
The cost is £30 plus P&P

Fast Track Bridge is ideal for those who want to learn more quickly, perhaps on a condensed course over a long
weekend, or through a number of more intensive classes. It is designed to get you to the table quicker. The cost
is £30 plus P&P.

Using either of these programmes will get you to the point at which you can play at a local club.

Continuing Bridge Book 2 covers more advanced topics, for those who have grasped the basics — whether having
completed Book 1, or a Fast Track course — and wish to improve their game. The cost is £30 plus P&P.

Beginning Bridge Book 1 and Continuing Bridge Book 2 are
Standard Englsh Acel accompanied by the refreshed Practise Beginning Bridge Book 1 (£9.99

Foundation Level
e plus P&P) and Practise Continuing Bridge Book 2 (£8.00 plus P&P), to
ﬁ“ help consolidate knowledge gained from our Bridge For All books. They

provide the bridge student with sets of hands to practice at home with
friends. With each hand there is a commentary that highlights one or
ST two topics of bidding and play which feature in teaching books.

Completing the set of materials is the System Summary Card, which gives the Standard English system taught in
the Bridge For All books in an easy to use reference format. The cost is £2.50 plus P&P

NEW: SET OF 3 FLIPPERS - £13.50 + P&P

Beginners” Flipper Term 1

o Table top flippers designed to act as either a student aid or teaching
] aid. Each flipper covers one term of the first year of learning and are
compatible with Beginning Bridge Book One. The Flippers are made
of sturdy plastic coated card and are spiro bound.

You can also buy them individually for £4.99 each + P&P

How to order these products

All these products are available to purchase directly from English Bridge
Education & Development: please call Lisa on 01296 317217 from Monday to
Wednesday or if you wish to order online please do so through the website
of the Bridge Warehouse.
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