
Hertfordshire Bridge Association Events 2019-2020

Information For Clubs

Events with heats held in clubs

We would like to encourage as many clubs as possible to hold heats of these events. There 
is no surcharge for holding a heat, except for the Marjorie Lukyn Cup where proceeds go to 
charity.

Clubs can choose whether to allow visitors to play in their heats. Although there is no 
obligation to allow visitors, we hope that there will be enough “open” heats for everyone to 
have a chance to play somewhere.

Clubs may hold more than one heat of an event, for example if they have games on more 
than one day of the week. This is often done for the Marjorie Lukyn Cup and the Ranked 
Masters Pairs. In principle clubs can also hold multiple heats of the Humble Cup or 
Championship Pairs, but in these competitions a player can only compete in one heat, so we
do not recommend holding multiple heats if there would be a large overlap between the 
people who might wish to play.

Humble Cup (first knock-out round on 5th January 2020)

This is the county’s main teams-of-four event. The top 50% of teams in each heat qualify for 
the first knock-out round.

A player may only attempt to qualify from one heat of the Humble Cup.  If a player wishes to
play in additional heats, they must declare themselves as playing ‘without standing’ before 
the start of play.  If they play ‘without standing’ their team is not eligible to qualify from the 
heat, but they should still appear in the ranking list.

Championship Pairs (semi-final on 19th January 2020)

The top 50% of pairs in each heat qualify for the semi-final.

Like for the Humble Cup, a player may only play in one heat of the Championship Pairs 
unless they play without standing.

Ranked Masters Pairs (final on 3rd April 2020)

This competition is open to players who, at the start of the season (1st September 2019), are
ranked 5* Master or below. That is, they must not have reached the rank of Tournament 



Master (40000 Master Points) or of Premier Master (10 Green Points with 5000 Master 
Points).

A heat of the Ranked Masters Pairs can be played as part of a regular club session, even if 
this means that only a fraction of the players are eligible. There is no minimum number of 
pairs required.

The top 50% of eligible pairs from each heat will qualify for the final. Players may compete 
in as many heats as they wish.

Marjorie Lukyn Charity Cup (final on 6th March 2020)

There is a surcharge of £2 per player for this event (see payment details at the end of this 
document). The proceeds are donated to charity. This year our nominated charity is Herts 
Young Homeless (www.hyh.org.uk).

The top 50% of pairs in each heat qualify for the final. Players may compete in as many 
heats as they wish.

Note that in previous years, heats of the Marjorie Lukyn Cup could award masterpoints at a 
higher rate than normal club events. However this has been discontinued: the masterpoints 
for club heats should now be the same as other club sessions.

Administration of club heats

We have a new system for sending results to the Tournament Secretary. Please visit 

https://club.bridgeentry.com

This webpage allows results to be retrieved from the EBU database and forwarded to HBA. 
To use this page you will need to log in with your club’s EBU number and password. (Note 
that HBA does not know or store your password – everything is done by making requests to 
the EBU’s system). You can also use this page to tell us which heats you will be running.

We hope that this system will be a quicker and easier way to send us your results. In 
particular, it can be done at any time after the heat has taken place and does not require 
access to the scoring computer. You will need to have first uploaded the results to the EBU 
as normal (note that masterpoints should be awarded as normal, except for the Humble Cup
where the awarding of masterpoints should be disabled as this is handled by HBA).

If there are any problems with this system, please contact us at 
hbatournamentsec@gmail.com, or by using the mobile number below.

The HBA Tournament Secretary will send out invitations to the qualifiers where we have 
contact details. Please note that if a qualifier declines the invitation to play in an event, their
place does not pass down to pairs/teams lower down in the ranking list: only the top 50% 
are eligible.

http://www.hyh.org.uk/
mailto:hbatournamentsec@gmail.com
https://club.bridgeentry.com/


Club representative events

Entries for the following events are made by clubs on their players’ behalf. Entry forms are 
available on the HBA website.

Club Winners Cup (8th November 2019)

This event is for the winners and runners-up of the principal pairs championship of affiliated 
clubs. If a pair declines the invitation to play, the club may invite the 3rd or 4th-placed pairs in
turn to take their place (but not any pairs lower than 4th).

Eccles Cup (15th November 2019)

This is a teams-of-eight event for players whose NGS grade is Jack or below. The total NGS 
grade of all players on the team must be at most 80 (counting a Jack as 11). Provided that an
entry form is filled out in full (including EBU numbers), eligibility will checked on the date 
that the entry is received: if a team meets the NGS requirements at that point then they will 
be eligible even if some players’ grades have increased by the time of the event.

Each club can enter one team of eight players. All players must have a public NGS grade. 

Desmond Flockhart Trophy (8th December 2019)

This is a teams-of-eight competition. Clubs can enter any number of teams (space 
permitting).

Ranked Masters Teams (2nd February 2020)

This is a teams-of-four competition. Clubs can enter any number of teams. All players must 
be ranked 5* Master or below as of 1st September 2019.

Payment of Entries

Payments can be made:

- by transferring money to account number 33945168, sort code 30-93-89.

- by sending a cheque to the Tournament Secretary at the address below. Cheques 
should be payable to Hertfordshire Bridge Association (please do not abbreviate this 
otherwise the bank may refuse to accept the cheque).

 

Jacqui and David Collier

13 Sish Close,

Stevenage SG1 3LT

07539 500769


