
Guidance - Insufficient Bid (IB) 

This infringement occurs when a bid is made but at a level or with a suit that is not higher 

than the last proceeding bid. 

The guidance given in this note is for when the players at the table cannot agree and call the 

Director. 

 

        Does  

offender’s LHO 

 accept the IB? 

 Auction continues 

with no rectification

Yes 

        Was IB 

corrected using 

  same suit at 

lowest sufficient 

          bid? 

        Was IB 

corrected with 

  same meaning 

   bid (inc Dbl)?  

No 

No 

Auction continues with no rectification

(Director can adjust the score if 

considers IB damaged the outcome) 

Yes 

Yes 

The Offender’s Partner must Pass 

   WHENEVER it is his turn to bid

   Does offender 

become defender?     
  No lead 

restriction

No 

 Declarer may prohibit on the 

offender’s partner’s first turn to 

lead (which may be the opening 

lead) any one suit which has not 

been specified in the legal 

auction by the offender. This 

prohibition continues for as long 

as the offender’s partner retains 

the lead.

No 

No 

Yes 


