
24/05/20 Hand of the Week 15: Who’s pre-empting who part 2 

You may recall the hand from week 2 where I slightly underestimated the opponents strength and 

doubled a bid I thought was a sacrifice for 0%. I had a not dissimilar hand come up in one of the 

online pairs events recently and it happened to be against Irene Johnston again! 

 

East open 1 and Martin overcalls 2 showing 5-5 in the black suits. Interesting. Irene is sitting on 

my right and doubles. 

As previously discussed my usual response is to ‘bid to the fit’, which would usually mean bidding 3 

This situation is slightly different. We have a good fit in spades. Martins strength is 10-15 points, but 

more importantly I know his shape. I can see we only have 2 losers in the red suits and my singleton 

opposite his long clubs means we should have some good potential for ruffs. East has shown a 

strong hand and it looks possible that EW have a game on, so I want to take up as much bidding 

space as possible. 4 is unlikely to go more than 1 or 2 off and will make it difficult for West to show 

if they have a heart suit, and may not wish to go to 5 without knowing much about partners hand. 

Naturally Irene overcalls 4 with 5 and I now need to decide whether to sacrifice in 5! 

The answer to this question depends on the vulnerability which I haven’t told you yet. 

It looks likely we will probably make 3, so 5 will be 2 off. 

Assuming we are doubled this would be 300 non-vulnerable or 500 vulnerable. 

The game will score 400 non-vulnerable and 600 vulnerable. 

Lets looks at the options: 

Us Them Potential gain 

Non-vulnerable Non-vulnerable +100 

Non-vulnerable Vulnerable +300 

Vulnerable Non-vulnerable -100 

Vulnerable Vulnerable +100 

 

So non-vulnerable vs vulnerable it is worth bidding- the added bonus being that if we went 3 off it 

would still be OK. Vulnerable vs non-vulnerable is much better to pass. The other 2 options are a 

50:50 call about whether you think you will go 2 or 3 off. 

So what was the actual vulnerability! We were non-vulnerable vs vulnerable, so I bid 5 which to my 

surprise got passed out! 

 



The full hand: 

 

We can pick up the spades in 2 rounds and ruff 2 clubs to set up the suit, losing just the A and A 

So 12 points and 11 tricks! It just a shame Irene didn’t have the courtesy to double it! 

Remember to consider the vulnerability when making sacrifices! 


