
06/04/2020 Hand of the week 08: More on slam bidding 

I mentioned a bit about cue bidding in a previous article. The idea is that this is an adjunct to slam 

bidding and allows the partnership to show ‘controls’ in specific suits. By controls, we mean either an 

Ace, King, void or singleton. If you have a good fit in other suits having a singleton can work to ‘control’ 

the suit and stop the opposition running top tricks. This means that with distributional hands you can 

find slams on lower combined point counts. 

The basic description is that a ‘double jump’ into a new suit, or the introduction of a new suit at the 4 

level agrees the last bid suit as trumps and shows a control. It needs some discussion with partner, and 

some partnerships would differentiate between a ‘first round control’- ie an Ace or a void- and a ‘second 

round control’- ie a King or a singleton. 

Here are a couple of examples I played with Erika on 27th February. In both cases we had fits in 2 suits, 

and voids/singletons in the other suits, which potentially allowed us to make a slam on 24-26 points. 

Note that we don’t actually use splinter bids so the actual bidding on the night was slightly different! 

Hand 1: 

 

 

North (Erika) South (Me) 

 1 

1 2 

3 4  

4 5 

5 6 

Pass  

 

South opens 1 and North responds 1. South has the option of bidding 2 or 2. Although the hand 

is strong it is probably not strong enough to reverse, and if North has a good hand they will have the 

opportunity to bid hearts themselves if they are 5-4 in the majors. Erika has the option to bid 2 but felt 

it was more helpful to show the good spade suit. 3 is game forcing showing 6 spades. 

I can now count 6 clubs tricks and likely 6 spade tricks. I can see the diamond suit is controlled but need 

to know about hearts. The problem with going straight to blackwood at this point is that if Erika shows 2 

Aces, I won’t know if is the A or the A. Cue bidding looks more complicated but can give more 

information. 

Let’s assume that the agreement is that the first cue bid shows a first round control. I can introduce a 

new suit at the 4 level, showing the control in diamonds. Erika has the A so knows this is a void. Erika 

bids 4, which denies a first round control in hearts. I return 5, and she can now bid 5, showing a 



second round control. With this information I can now bid 6. Without the K or singleton Erika would 

bid 5 which is passed out. 

Hand 2: 

 

West (Me) East (Erika) 

1 1 

3 4 

4 4 

5 5 

6 Pass 

 

 

Assuming no interference! West opens 1, East responds 1, and West shows strong support with 3 

Rather than going to 4 or blackwood, there is an opportunity to show controls at the 4 level, so East 

shows the Ace diamonds and West shows the heart void. 

Again, after West bids 4, East can go on to show the club control, West denies a second diamond 

control or heart control, but West has sufficient information at this point to go to the slam. 

In ‘the real world’ North will bid over the 1open, and south is likely to come in with hearts so finding 

the slam is much harder, although we did actually manage it on the night! 

Talk to partner about options for refining your slam bidding! 


