
                                  Opening Leads- Suit Contracts 

The opening lead is often critical to the success or failure of a contract. 

As a defender it is your main weapon in the playing of a hand. Each 

opening lead is composed of two parts: which suit to lead and which 

card in the suit to lead. The key to choosing the best suit to lead is to 

listen to the bidding. The normal rules are as follows:                                      

a) Lead partner’s suit                                                                                                  

b) Lead your bid suit                                                                                                     

c) Lead an unbid suit                                                                                                         

d) Lead a singleton or a doubleton                                                                           

e) Lead trumps 

Leading Partner’s Suit-                                                                                                 

Leading a suit bid by partner may not always be right, but it will always 

be a reasonable option. If partner has overcalled in the suit, one reason 

for doing so is to get that suit led. If partner has opened a major suit he 

will always have at least five cards in the suit, so it should be reasonably 

safe. A minor suit opening may not be quite so clear. A little more 

judgment should be used in this case.  

Leading Your Suit- You know what you have in the suit and if it is likely 

to be a source of tricks on defense. If partner has raised the suit it may 

be even more likely to be a good lead. 

Leading an Unbid Suit- Leading a suit bid by the opponents, when there 

is an alternative, is usually not a good idea. The opponents have bid the 

suit because they have some length and strength in the suit. Therefore, 

that suit is unlikely to be a good source of tricks for the defense. The 

opening lead is the weapon that the defense has to develop some 

tricks. Even if leading the opponent’s suit does not give away a trick, it 

is unlikely to develop tricks for the defensive side. 



Leading a Short Suit-                                                                                                            

The reason for leading a short suit is that you might win a trick by 

getting out of the suit and having partner lead it so that you could 

trump one of the opponent’s winners in that suit. Short suit leads are 

most likely to be successful when:                                                                        

a) the suit has not been bid by the opponents, therefore partner is 

more likely to have the ace of the suit.                                                                       

b) when we expect that partner can gain the lead to give us a ruff                   

c) when we have the ace or king of trumps so that we can gain the lead 

before declarer can pull all of our trumps.                                                     

Short suit leads are less effective when:                                                                

a) The opponents have bid the suit. You are more likely to be setting up 

length for the opponents.                                                                                          

b) When you have four or more trumps. Usually a long suit lead works 

better by making declarer trump to shorten his trumps to the same 

number as you have.                                                                                                       

c) Doubleton honors. Leading doubleton honors, especially with the 

queen or jack, is especially risky.                                                                                    

d) When your trump holding is such that you do not want to trump 

something (like QJT). 

Leading Trumps- Only lead trumps when you are sure that dummy is 

going to ruff a suit bid by declarer. For example: 1S-P-1NT-P-2H-P-4H=P 

You know that declarer has 5 spades and 4 or 5 hearts. Dummy will 

have at least 4 hearts and very short spades. Declarer will make some 

tricks by trumping spades in the dummy.  

Once you have decided which suit to lead, the choice of cards in the 

suit is easier. The rules for which card in the suit to lead are as follows:     

a) Higher of touching honors. Example: QJ4 or KQJ7. Most people lead 

the Ace from the ace and king.                                                                                    

b) Top of doubleton no matter what cards they are. Example: 32 or 73            



c) Fourth best from length without touching honors. Example: KJ852.             

d) From three small cards the one you lead is optional as long as you 

and your partner agree. 

RULES: 

1. Never lead a low card from an ace against a suit contract. If you 

must lead this suit lead the ace even if you do not have the king. 

2. When partner has bid a suit, lead the card you would have led in 

his suit had it not been bid. Do not just lead your highest card in 

his suit. 

Which card would you lead after the bidding has gone 1H-P-2H-P-P-P?                                                                                                                        

a)   KQ632   87   876   654                                                                                           

b)   876   J54   Q876   K76                                                                                              

c)   A65   876   JT6   K765                                                                                                

d)   9654   A76   8   K8753                                                                                           

e)    K863   987   QJ8   K87                                                                                           

f)    843   83   A876   9643                                                                                          

g)    8432   974   9   KJ654                                                                                               

h)    8432   QJT   9   KJ654 


