Cheltenham Bridge Club
Child Protection & Safeguarding Policy Statement

Scope — This policy covers Cheltenham Bridge Club and any events in support of, or in partnership with,
Cheltenham Bridge Club.

Cheltenham Bridge Club acknowledges the duty of care to safeguard and promote the

welfare of young people, including children, and is committed to ensuring its safeguarding practice reflects
statutory responsibilities, government guidance and complies with best practice and the English Bridge
Union’s Youth Care and Safety Policy and Guide.

This policy recognises that the welfare and interests of young people are paramount in all

circumstances. It aims to ensure that regardless of age, gender, religion or beliefs, ethnicity, disability,
sexual orientation or socio-economic background, all young people have a positive and enjoyable
experience of Minibridge and/or Bridge in a safe environment, and are protected from abuse whilst
participating in these activities or outside of the activity.

Cheltenham Bridge Club acknowledges that some young people, including disabled

children and young persons or those from ethnic minority communities, can be particularly vulnerable to
abuse and we accept the responsibility to take reasonable and appropriate steps to ensure their welfare.

As part of our safeguarding policy Cheltenham Bridge Club will
e promote and prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children and young people

e ensure everyone understands their roles and responsibilities in respect of safeguarding and is
provided with appropriate learning opportunities to recognise, identify and respond to signs of
abuse, neglect and other safeguarding concerns relating to children and young people

e ensure appropriate action is taken in the event of incidents/concerns of abuse and support
provided to the individual/s who raise or disclose the concern

¢ ensure that confidential, detailed and accurate records of all safeguarding concerns are

maintained and securely stored

¢ prevent the employment/deployment of unsuitable individuals

e ensure robust safeguarding arrangements and procedures are in operation

¢ manage all aspects of the individual young person’s Minibridge/Bridge development, particularly
when the parent/carer is not a bridge player. It is considered bad practice to approach a young
person directly to offer support, or to offer to partner them in a game of Bridge. All approaches,
including requests for personal details, must be made through the Safe guarding Officer, or
nominated representative (which can be a bridge playing parent/carer)

¢ adopt the principles of the English Bridge Union’s Youth Care and Safety Policy and Guide, as its
own where references to EBU will refer to CBC

¢ do its utmost best to provide a safe environment to enjoy the game when a parent/carer is not
present to do so. However, it does not accept any responsibility for private arrangements made by a
parent/carer.

The policy and procedures will be mandatory for everyone involved in Cheltenham Bridge Club. Failure to
comply with the policy and procedures will be addressed without delay and may ultimately result in further
action in accordance with the English Bridge Union’s Youth Care and Safety Policy and Guide.

Attached are three appendices, Good Practice Guidelines, Online Bridge and a code of conduct for Clubs
and Youth Workers


http://www.ebu.co.uk/documents/official-documents/youth-care-policy.pdf
http://www.ebu.co.uk/documents/official-documents/youth-care-policy.pdf
http://www.ebu.co.uk/documents/official-documents/youth-care-policy.pdf

CBC Safe-guarding officer Ro Kaye (CPO@cheltenhambridgeclub.co.uk):
Ro Kaye, Safeguarding officer, 07843082665,

This policy will be reviewed a year after development and then every three years, or in the following
circumstances:

¢ changes in legislation and/or government guidance
¢ as required by the English Bridge Union

¢ as a result of any other significant change or event.

Ro Kaye June 2017

Tabled: 29.6.17
Approved:

Date for review: June 2018



Appendix 1

GOOD PRACTICE GUIDELINES FOR YOUTH BRIDGE

Good practice principles

Good practice will help to create a positive culture and climate within our sport. The following principles
should be adhered to by all those working with young people in bridge:

Ensure bridge is fun and enjoyable by treating all young people equally, with respect and dignity; by
confronting and dealing with bullying; by promoting fair play and giving time and attention equally to both
the more and less talented.

Recognise the developmental needs and capacity of each young person and place their welfare before
winning or achieving goals, avoiding excessive training or competition and not pushing them against their
will.

Build balanced relationships based on mutual trust which empowers young people to share in the decision-
making process. Give enthusiastic and constructive feedback rather than negative criticism.

Be an excellent role model — this includes not smoking or drinking alcohol in the company of young people.

Conduct all tuition, coaching and meetings in an open environment, avoiding one-to one coaching in
unobserved situations.

Maintain a safe and appropriate distance with players. It is not appropriate to have an intimate
relationship with a young person aged 16-17. One adult should never share a room with one young person.
(It is, however, acceptable for two members of a partnership or junior team to share a room when one is
18 or over and the other is aged under 18.)

Ensure that any photographers/video operatives or similar wishing to attend bridge events are given a
clear brief, wear identification and are not given unsupervised access to players. Obtain written parental
consent before using any photographs or images of children, and take especial care when displaying
pictures on the internet to ensure that children are not identifiable by name.

Involve parents/carers wherever possible, in particular whenever arranging away travel or overnight
accommodation. If mixed teams are taken away, they should always be accompanied by a male and female
member of staff. Adults should not enter children’s rooms or invite children on their own into their rooms.

Secure parental consent in writing to act in loco parentis, if the need arises to give permission for the
administration of emergency first aid and/or other medical treatment. Keep a written record of any injury
that occurs, along with the details of any treatment given.

Request written parental consent if it is necessary to transport young people by private cars.



