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CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Val Constable, Patrick Phair, Paul Denning and Patrick Shields on winning the
Swiss Teams at the recent Cheltenham Congress, and to Dan Mclntosh
and Clare Robinson on winning the Swiss Pairs.

Pat Barbour and Paul Price on winning the 9-High Pairs at the Cheltenham
Congress, and to Nicola Renshaw and Gillian Carwithen on taking the
runners-up spot.

Leslie Harrison and Ashok Kwatra on finishing joint first in the GCBA Summer
Teams.

Tony Hill and Alastair Catchpole on being the highest placed Gloucestershire
pair at the recent Oxfordshire Congress (11" out of 86 pairs).



IMPROVER’S CORNER

Playing against opposition of a
reasonable standard, your picture
of the unseen hands becomes
clearer as the play progresses,
and you draw inferences from the
way the defenders are playing. A
good habit to cultivate isto bearin
mind how you expect an opponent
to react in any given situation, and
if (s)he doesn’t react in that way, a
red light should flash.

a73

v A74
¢ A642
% QJ96

A QJ6
v KJ82
¢ KQ3
% AT7

Against 3NT, West leads the a51to
the ace from East and the a9is
returned. West wins the king and
on the third round of spades East
drops the a2,

It looks like West has led from a
five-card suit but why has he not
made the normal play of ducking
the second round of the suit to
maintain communications with
partner? The logical answer is that
he thinks he has a sure entry —no
doubt the «K. You therefore
conclude that the club finesse will
lose and the winning line will be to
try for 7 tricks in the red suits, even
though this will require the heart
finesse and a suit to break 3-3.

In trump contracts you can often
construct the defenders trump
holdings from the way they handle
the side suits. On the following
dealyou play in 4% after East has
opened 1&. West leads the «Q
and East wins the second trick
with the &K. East now switches to
a trump, which you win with the
ace, West following small. You
should conclude that East holds
the trump queen else why did he
not play a third round of clubs and
promote his partner’s queen.

A AK84
v JT3

¢+ KQJ4
% J5

4% By South

A T6

v AK9874
¢ 8

% 8643

You can generally draw inferences
from an opponent’s discard.

AK75

Q4

Suppose this is a side suitina
trump contract and an opponent
discards from this suit as trumps
are being drawn. You can be sure
that he has not discarded from
four, as he can see the length in
dummy.
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The discard may be from two or
three cards, but will more likely be
from five, and if he discards twice
in this suit, then be inclined to
place him with six cards in the suit
originally.

532
KJ

Let’s say you started with more
cards in this suit but as the end
position approaches you are down
to this simple guess. You lead
from dummy and East plays low.
Now if East has discarded once or
twice from this suit, he is more
likely to hold the ace than the
queen. If the discards have been
from the other side, and East has
been hanging on to three cards
until late in the hand, the chances
are that East has been keeping a
guard to his queen.

A similar inference is available on
the next combination. Suppose
you are in no-trumps and East
makes an early discard in this suit.

A762
QT3

You require two tricks from this
holding and so play to the ace and
back towards your queen-ten.
East follows low and you need to
decide which card to play. The
queen is more likely to be the
correct choice as Eastis more
likely to have discarded from Kxxx
rather than from Jxxx.

SOLUTION TO JULY’S
PROBLEM
A K5 a A7

v KT864 6%vby wAQ73
¢ AK72 West ¢ QT653
% AQ % 94

You playin 6% on a spade lead.
This looks like a trivial hand. You
expect to be able to discard your
club loser on the long diamond
and you cannot lose more than
one trump trick. The easy way to
play the heart suit to cater for a 4-0
break would be to cash the ace

first and, if North shows out, you
can later finesse the ten and pick
up the suit without loss. On this
deal, the layout of the diamond
suit should demand your
attention. If South holds four
diamonds, then the suit will have a
loser and hence you should
assume that this is the case. If
South holds the diamonds then
you should cater for North holding
four trumps and start by winning
the spade lead with the ace and
playing a heart to your king. If
North holds four hearts you can
pick them up using the spade king
as an entry and this way you can
afford a diamond loser.

SEPTEMBER’S PROBLEM
aKJ A 7643

v A)7 3NThy w94

+ KQJ2 West ¢ 764

* KQ72 * AJ63

A spadeis led to South’sace and a
spade returned. Planthe play.
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MIDLAND COUNTIES
LEAGUE

Gloucestershire performed well
in the opening matches of the
season. The Dawes team won
20-0, the Porter team won 14-6

and the Markham team won 14-6.

Well done to all those who took
part.

GCBA RESULTS

Summer Teams 6

1t Steven Sasanow, John
Stirrup, Nick Haynes and David
Smith.

2" Ashok Kwatra, Leslie
Harrison, Peter Swales and Paul
Lilley.

3 Andrew Bull, Matthew
Toynbee, Simon and Caroline
Hartley.

Summer Teams 7

1%t Andrew Bull, Matthew
Toynbee, Arun Nanda and James
Wellsted.

2" Chris Grierson, Deborah
Kahn, Cathy Presland and lan
Pedder.

3 lan and Wendy Melvin, Lois
and Stephen Fletcher.

Summer Teams 8

1t Peter Waggett, Patrick
Shields, John Councer and Mark
Rogers.

2" Tony Hill, Steve Evans, Jack

Armorgie and Alastair Catchpole.

3 Steven Sasanow, John
Stirrup, Nick Haynes and David
Smith.

Summer Teams Overall
1= Ashok Kwatra

= Leslie Harrison
3“9  Peter Waggett

Autumn Teams 1

1%t Allan and Judy Sanis, Roger
Eaton and James Wellsted.

2" Jack Armorgie, Alastair
Catchpole, Sophie Jacques and
Mark Rogers.

3" Mike Wignall, Martin
McWilliams, Patrick Phair and
Jim Simons.

FORTHCOMING
CONGRESS EVENTS

Chippenham is holding a Blue-
Pointed Swiss Pairs on
September 20,

Sat/Sun 3™-4™ October sees the
West of England Congress in
Bridgwater.

Sat/Sun 24™-25" October sees
the Worcestershire Congress (in
Worcester).

More details on these events can be
found on links from the GCBA

website.
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