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Patrick Shields, Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning and Garry
Watson on reaching the final of the National Inter-Club KO.

Alison Pritchard (playing with her son Ben) came 4™ of 104 pairs in
the mixed pairs event at the Pula congress in Croatia.

GCBA RESULTS

Autumn Teams Round 1

15t Richard Butland, Roy Collard, Ben
Ritacca and Paul Denning.

2" Val Constable, Mike Wignall, Patrick
Phair and Steve Bunker.

3 Andrew Kambites, Peter Waggett,
Jack Armorgie and Alastair Catchpole.

Autumn Teams Round 2

1t Roger Miles, Tom Jarman, John
Councer and Mark Rogers.

2" lan Plewis, Pat Emery, John Jenkins
and Colin Lennox.

3 Phil Rattenbury, John Stirrup, Steve
Sasanow and Nick Haynes.

Autumn Teams Round 3

15t Peter Waggett, Patrick Shields, Jack
Armorgie and Alastair Catchpole.

2" Val Constable, Mike Wignall, Patrick
Phair and Jim Simons.

3 Steve Bunker, Allan Sanis, Tony Letts
and Roger Schofield.

County League

In the first round of this competition,
there were wins for teams captained by
Patrick Shields, Mike Lewis and Phil
Rattenbury.

Midlands Counties League

The new season is now underway with 2
matches having been played.

Versus Warwickshire

The Dawes team drew 10-10.
The Porter team lost 18-2.
The Markham team lost 14-6.

Versus Leicestershire

The Dawes team won 17-3.
The Porter team won 14-6.
The Markham team won 18-2.

This fixture also featured a 9-High event
run alongside the County match and
playing the same boards.
Congratulations to Gloucestershire on
winning this encounter by 58 imps.

Contributions welcome - to Garry Watson, editor@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at

www.gcba.org.uk
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IMPROVER’S
CORNER

The best players are rarely at
alossforanentryto establish
or to cash winners, and that
generally comes about by
planning well in advance.
Sometimes a gambit play is
involved where the defenders
are offered an early trick in a
suit in exchange for a later
entry. Consider this example:

A A KQ762
v AK9843 3w v 65
¢ )98 by ¢ 52

& AKJ7 West & T643

North leads a spade to the
King, Ace, and you ruff low.
You play a diamond which
the defenders win and return
a trump to your Ace. How do
you continue?

Assuming a 3-2 trump break
you have 5 losers and an
attempt to ruff a diamond in
dummy is probably doomed
as the defence will certainly
play another trump when
they win the next diamond.
The Queen of clubs might
drop intwo rounds, but thisis
unlikely. However, there is a
good chance that the clubs
are breaking 3-2. Hence your
best play at this point is to
lead the Knave of clubs from
hand. If the defenders duck
they give up their club trick,
whilst if they win, you have an
entry to dummy to cash the
top spade and discard a
diamond. Note that you must
do this gambit before drawing
a second round of trumps so
that the defence cannot cash
their diamond tricks.

Try this deal:

a AJ3 A K6
v AT2 3NT 754
¢4 by ¢ AKT982

% JT9742 West 4 AQ

North leads the a4. How do
you plan the play?

You could win the lead in
hand and then play off the
Ace and Queen of clubs. If
the King appears you have
lots of tricks and if the King is
held up, you can then play
diamonds from the top -
making the contract 78% of
the time. However, the
contract is assured on the
reasonable assumption that
North has led his 4™ highest
spade. Play the aK at trick
one and continue with clubs
from the top. If the King has
been held up then cross back
to hand with a spade to the
Ace and clear the clubs. This
way you can only lose three
spades and a club. You must
not play the low spade from
dummy at trick one in case
South produces the Queen of
spades. This would knock out
one of your entries and force
you to adopt the inferior line.

SOLUTIONTO
SEPTEMBER’S
PROBLEM

A AK2 A6

vQ 3NT  « AJ9842
¢ A9ge5 by ¢ K432
& AT54 West 4 )7

North leads the 4Q. There will
be no problem if diamonds
break 2-2, but what are your
plans if the diamonds are 3-1
or4-0?
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After taking the first trick with
the ®A, cash the ¢A. If all
follow, run the ®Q. If South
produces the ®K, you will
need diamonds 2-2 or the 10
to fall in three rounds of the
suit.

On the other hand, when

the ®Q holds, you can make
certain of your contract!
Simply play a diamond to the
King and cash the ace of
hearts, discarding a club from
hand. When diamonds turn
out to be 3-1, concede a
diamond. You will make two
spades, two hearts, four
diamonds and a club for your
contract. If diamonds are 2-2
the result is an overtrick.

If you carelessly play the top
two diamonds before hearts,
you may never get a second
heart trick when diamonds
are 3-1.

If diamonds prove to be 4-0,
you must fall back on the
heart suit to produce five
tricks. Again, lead the ®Q at
trick three. North will play low,
but you must overtake with
the Ace and continue with

the ®J. The only way to make
five tricks in the suit is to find
a doubleton ©®10.

OCTOBER’S
PROBLEM

A AK63 A QJT8542
v A)7 4aby v3

¢ K643 West ¢ 972

& A6 & J9

North leads the ¥K. Plan the
play.
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