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The Cheltenham team of Ben Ritacca, Tony Hill, Nick Haynes, David 
Smith, Alastair Catchpole, Patrick Shields, Paul Denning and Garry 
Watson, who won the local heat of the Garden Cities team-of-eight 
competition. They will go onforward to the Regional final in May. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
 
 Patrick Shields and Richard Chamberlain, who were part of the EBU 

team that finished runners-up in the recent Teltscher Trophy 
(seniors home international matches). Additionally, to Paul 
Denning who was a member of the Welsh team that finished 
fourth.  

 
Paul Denning, Richard Butland, Dan MacIntosh, Richard 

Chamberlain and Andrew Kambites on winning the County 
Knock-out teams. This team will go on to represent 
Gloucestershire in the EBU Pachabo competition. 

 
Caroline Kean & Patricia on winning the Steve Darke Trophy (AGM 

Pairs). 
 
 



 

 

     GCBA RESULTS 

Summer Teams 1 
 
1st   Roy Collard, Richard 
Butland, Paul Denning and Ben 
Ritacca. 
2nd   Pat Emery, Colin Lennox, 
John Jenkins and Ian Plewis. 
3rd    Patrick Shields, Peter 
Waggett, John Councer and 
Suzie Lawson. 
 

Summer Teams 2 
 
1st   Alastair Catchpole, Steve 
Evans, Alan Wearmouth and 
Tony Hill. 
2nd   Ashok Kwatra, Leslie 
Harrison, Peter Swales and 
Paul Lilley. 
3rd    Patrick Shields, Peter 
Waggett, John Councer and 
Suzie Lawson. 
 

AGM Pairs 
(Steve Darke Trophy) 

 
Handicapped winners: 
Caroline Kean and Patricia 
Fleming. 
Scratch winners:  Val 
Constable and Mike Wignall. 
 
 

     OTHER RESULTS 

Cheltenham won through to 
the Garden Cities Final where 
the team of Paul Denning, Tony 
Hill, Dave Smith, Nick Haynes, 
Ben Ritacca, Mike Wignall, 
Richard Butland and Garry 
Watson finished fifth of the 
eight finalists. 

 

 
 

The GCBA Dawes team 
qualified for the National Inter-
Counties League Final by 
virtue of winning the Midland 
Counties League. The team of 
Paul Denning, Andrew 
Kambites, Richard 
Chamberlain, Richard Butland, 
Rob Stevens, Tony Letts, Roger 
Schofield, Patrick Shields and 
Garry Watson finished third in 
a closely fought contest. 

DIARY DATES 

14th July – Café Bridge in 
Cirencester. 

18-19th July – Ross-On-Wye 
Green Point congress. 

29-30th August -  the 
Cheltenham Congress



 

 

IMPROVER’S CORNER 

Consider West’s lead on this deal: 

 
 

 AKQ742 
 KJ 
 KJ73 
 6 

 
 

 J5 
 94 
 AT84 
 QT742 

 
6 By 
South 

 T963 
 QT765 
  
 9853 

  8 
 A832 
 Q9652 
 AKJ 

 

 
Obviously, you hope to make two 
trump tricks with your good holding, 
so what lead protects these best. If 
you lead say the 9 then declarer will 
see that he can pick up the trumps 
without loss even when they are 4-0 
but only if he guesses correctly which 
hand might hold four.  If declarer 
reads your lead as from a short suit, 
then he may well get it right by playing 
the Q at trick two.  

Had you led say the 4 then declarer 
might well reason that you have 
shown length in clubs and are thus 
more likely to be short in diamonds. If 
he plays a diamond to the king at trick 
two then he cannot recover. The 
lesson here is that a defender with 
potential trump tricks on lead against 
a slam does best to lead a long suit, 
or at least to give the appearance of 
leading from length. Conversely, a 
defender who is short in trumps 
should try to protect his partner’s 
holding by leading (or appearing to 
lead) from a short suit. If East had 
been on lead on the above hand, then 
the 9 would be a good choice. 
 
Opportunities for deception abound 
when a defender leads through 
dummy’s known strength.  When you 
know that trumps are breaking badly 
for declarer, it is often a good idea to 
attack one of their options on the 
opening lead. On the following deal, 
North has shown a strong hand with 
the red suits. 

 
 
 

 A5 
 AQJ94 
 AKT83 
 3 

 
 

 JT64 
 K83 
 6 
 QJ754 

 
  6 By 
  South 

 Q2 
 T76 
 J9542 
 T862 

  KQ9873 
 52 
 Q7 
 AK9 

 

 

North East South West 
1 Pass 1 Pass 
3 Pass 3 Pass 
4 Pass 6 All Pass 

 
On lead as West, you have a surprise 
trump trick, but the king of hearts 
looks well placed for declarer. If you 
lead the8, declarer will be very 
unlikely to finesse at trick one, and 
will then be unable to recover. 
 
 



 

Contributions welcome - to Garry Watson, editor@gcba.org.uk 
                                                        Check out the GCBA web site at www.gcba.org.uk 

 

Before leaving the topic of leading 
declarer astray, let’s consider 
some opportunities for making 
unexpected underleads from 
honour cards. It is rare for a first-
class defender to underlead an 
ace against a suit contract, so 
when it happens it can have a 
devastating effect.  
 

 K876  
AQJ9  532 
 T4  

If North has bid the suit, the lead 
of the queen will perhaps produce 
a second trick for the defence. 
Declarer will probably not duck in 
dummy if he has a singleton in the 
suit so West must choose his 
moment carefully. Underleading 
the king and queen can be 
effective when the ace and knave 
are in dummy. 
 

 AJ5  
KQ63  T84 
 972  

The lead of a low card by West will 
produce a second trick in the suit 
more often than not. 

SOLUTION TO APRIL’S 
PROBLEM 

 A82 
 AJ63 
 65 
 AK72 

 
7 by 
West 

 6 
 9 
 AKJ94 
 QJ9654 

North leads the Q. Plan the play.  

This deal is an easy make, but a 
surprising number of declarers 
only made twelve tricks in clubs 
when the hand arose in actual 
play. Clearly the extra trick must 
come from setting up East’s fifth 
diamond. There will be no problem 
if the trumps break 2-1, but if they 
are 3-0 then you need to be 
careful. You can easily cope with 
the missing trumps in the South 
hand but if North has the three 
trumps, you must not give him an 
opportunity to overruff you in 

diamonds. If you lay down the A 
at trick two and discover North 
started with T83 then you cannot 
recover when North started with 
only two diamonds. The correct 
line is to play a club to dummy’s 
queen at trick two. Now you can 
ruff diamonds high when North 
had three trumps and finesse 
against his ten. If South started 
with three trumps, then ruffing one 
diamond low and one high again 
leads to success. 
 

JUNE’S PROBLEM 
 AKJT32 
 A 
 732 
 A98 

 
4 by 
West 

 954 
 J42 
 AK86 
 J76 

You bid 4 after North has opened 
a vulnerable 3. North leads the 
2 to the 6, T, and A. On your 
lead of the A, South discards a 
club.  How do you play? 
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