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The Cheltenham team of Ben Ritacca, Tony Hill, Nick Haynes, David 
Smith, Alastair Catchpole, Patrick Shields, Paul Denning and Garry 
Watson, who won the local heat of the Garden Cities team-of-eight 
competition. They will go onforward to the Regional final in May. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
 
 Patrick Shields and Richard Chamberlain, who were part of the England 

Seniors team at the recent European Championships. With the top eight 
teams qualifying for the World Championships, the English team were in 
contention throughout before dropping to an agonizing 9th place in the 
final round.   

Paul Denning, who together with Tim Rees, finished 4th out of 224 pairs at the 
prestigious international tournament in Deauville. Paul and Tim teamed 
up with Tony Hill and Alastair Catchpole in the teams. They won the 
qualifying round (1st out of 79 teams) and went on to gain a very 
impressive 4th place finish in the main teams final. 

 
Allan Sanis and Garry Watson were the highest placed Gloucestershire pair at 

the recent Gloucestershire/Herefordshire congress held in Ross-on-Wye 
(5th out of 48 pairs). The team of Allan and Judy Sanis, Brian Goalby and 
Steve Bunker were the best positioned team in the Sunday Swiss (9th out 
of 22 teams). 

 



 

 

     GCBA RESULTS 

Summer Teams 3 
1st   Ashok Kwatra, Leslie 
Harrison, Peter Swales and Paul 
Lilley. 
2nd   Richard Butland, Paul 
Denning, Ben Ritacca and Roy 
Collard.  
3rd    Chris Grierson, Deborah 
Kahn, Cathy Presland and Ian 
Pedder. 

Summer Teams 4 
1st   Steven Sasanow, John 
Stirrup, Nick Haynes and David 
Smith. 
2nd   Peter Waggett, John 
Councer, Susy Lawson and Garry 
Watson. 
3rd    Tom Jarman, Roger Miles, 
Angelos Agathangelou and Alison 
Pritchard. 

Summer Teams 5 
1st    Patrick Phair, Jim Simons, 
Val Constable and Mike Wignall. 
2nd   Chris Grierson, Deborah 

Kahn, Cathy Presland and Ian 
Pedder. 
3rd    Ashok Kwatra, Leslie 
Harrison, Peter Swales and John 
Skjonnemand. 
 
WELL BID AND WELL 
PLAYED 

This deal was played by Jack 
Armorgie and Alastair Catchpole 
in the recent Corwen Trophy: 

The 1NT rebid showed a weak NT 
type and 2 was an artificial 
game force. 3 set the trump suit 
and a cue bid and RKCB 
followed. Jack got the jack of 
hearts lead and could count 11 
tricks if the trumps broke, with 
the only real hope of a twelfth 
coming from a diamond ruff in 
dummy. Clearly the hand needs 
careful timing – the diamond ruff 
must be taken early, but if 
diamonds break 5-2 then there is 
a risk of being overruffed. 

 
 

 A75 
 K8754 
 JT 
 A83 

 
 

 J83 
 JT 
 K9874 
 T62 

 
6 By 
South 

 96 
 Q9632 
 Q3 
 J974 

  KQT42 
 A 
 A652 
 KQ5 

 

 
North East South West 

1 Pass 1 Pass 
 1NT Pass 2 Pass 
2 Pass 3 Pass 
4 Pass 4NT Pass 
5 Pass 6 All Pass 

The key play is to duck a diamond 
at trick two, then win the heart 
return, discarding a diamond, play 
the spade ace and a spade to the 
king, ruff a diamond, come back to 
hand with a club, draw the last 
trump and claim.
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IMPROVER’S CORNER 

Many contracts fail through 
declarer mistiming the play of the 
hand. Try this simple example: 

 
 

 KQ3 
 AJ74 
 T854 
 K3 

 
 

 J93 
 62 
 Q762 
 A985 

 
4 By 
South 

 AT52 
 K5 
 J93 
 T742 

  874 
 QT983 
 AK 
 QJ6 

 

 
West led the 2 to the nine and 
ace.  At trick two South ran the ten 
of hearts, losing to the king. East 
reasoned that the defence 
appeared to have no further red 
suit winners, so switched to a low 
spade. The nine from West forced 
out a big card in dummy and later 

West won the ace of clubs and 
played a further spade giving the 
defence four tricks. South should 
have looked to set up a club for a 
spade discard as a matter of 
priority, ensuring ten tricks even if 
the heart finesse subsequently 
lost.  

The following hand was played in 
6by South on a club lead. 

 
 

 AQ5 
 T752 
 KQ84 
 T5 

 
 

6 By South 

  K6 
 AK643 
 AJ5 
 A63 

 

 
South won the club lead and 
played off the two top hearts 
revealing that West held a certain 
trump trick. Now you need to get 
rid of your club losers from hand.  

Accordingly, South played three 
rounds of spades, discarding one 
club, but sadly West ruffed the 
third spade and cashed a club to 
defeat the slam.  It looks normal to 
play off the winners in the shorter 
side-suit first, but declarer should 
have realised that the contract 
could never be made unless West 
followed to at least three rounds 
of diamonds. That being the case, 
the winning play is to cash three 
diamonds first, disposing of one 
club; now if the fourth diamond is 
safe to cash, that comes before 
the third spade for the first club 
discard; then declarer’s second 
club goes away and although West 
can ruff, it is the last trick for the 
defensive side. 

Playing your suits in the right order 
is also critical on the next deal. 
You play in 3NT by South on a low 
club lead. You win the first trick 
with the king over East’s ten. The 
opening lead indicates that it is 
West who holds the long clubs. 
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 KJ83 
 K84 
 T73 
 Q74 

 
 

 3NT By 
South 

 

  Q65 
 AJ9 
 AQJ6 
 K83 

 

 
You need to develop tricks in 
spades and diamonds and if West 
has both the missing key cards 
then you can do nothing. If he has 
only one however, then you will 
need to knock out his entry before 
the clubs are established. You 
should therefore cross to dummy 
with a heart to the king and take 
the diamond finesse. If this holds 
you will score at least nine tricks. 
If the diamond finesse loses and 
clubs are cleared, then you will 
succeed whenever East has the 
spade ace. 

SOLUTION TO JUNE’S 
PROBLEM 

 AKJT32 
 A 
 732 
 A98 

 
4 by 
West 

 954 
 J42 
 AK86 
 J76 

You bid 4 after North has opened 
a vulnerable 3. North leads the 
2 to the 6, T, and A. On your lead 
of the A, South discards a club.  
How do you play? 
It appears that North’s shape is 
4711.  With four losers (a spade, a 
diamond and two clubs) we will 
need to generate a squeeze in the 
minors against South to make this 
contract and that will entail 
rectifying the count by conceding 
three tricks in total. You cannot 
concede club tricks as that suit is 
one of your threats, so the plan 
must be to concede heart tricks to 
North. Hence cash the ace of 
hearts and play a spade towards 
the nine. Let’s say that North wins 
and switches to his diamond. You 

win in dummy and lead the J, 
discarding a club. You take the 
spade return in dummy and 
discard a diamond on the next 
heart. Now you win the next lead 
from North and play off your 
remaining trumps to squeeze 
South in the minors. However, 
there is one further key point to 
note: on the first round of hearts 
you must play the 4 from dummy 
and not the 2. If you fail to do this, 
then later when you lead the 4 
North can let you hold the trick by 
underplaying with the 3 and 
there is now no way off dummy 
without conceding a club and a 
diamond ruff. 
 

JULY’S PROBLEM 
 K5 
 KT864 
 AK72 
 AQ 

 
6 by 
West 

 A7 
 AQ73 
 QT653 
 94 

You play in 6.  Play the play on a 
spade lead. 

mailto:editor@gcba.org.uk

