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Patrick Shields, Richard Chamberlain, Paul Denning, Garry Watson (assisted by Richard
Butland in some early rounds) on winning the final of the National Inter-Club KO.

Paul Denning (partnering Adrian Thomas) who won the Welsh Premier League and will
represent Wales in the Camrose in March 2026.

Gloucestershire players had success in the recent Malvern Congress. Alastair
Catchpole and Dan Mclntosh won the Swiss Pairs, with Garry Watson and Allan Sanis
finishing 3™ out of 58 pairs. In the Swiss teams, Alison Pritchard, David Atthey, Angelos

Agathangelou and Roger Miles finished 5" out of 23 teams.

The Everett cup was won by Paul and Sue Grierson, Roger Williams and Stan Powell.

[Commiserations to the County Tollemache team who, in
November, just missed out on qualifying for the next round]
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GCBA RESULTS AUTUMN TEAMS OVERALL
Autumn Teams Round 4 Current leaders are Jack Armorgie & Alastair
1% Mick Bird, Jonathan Wells, Rod Gass and Paul Catchpole on 27 points, ahead of Paul Denning
Clark. on 26 and then three others on 25 points. Full
2" Roy Collard, Paul Denning, Ben Ritacca and list can be found here.
Steve Evans.
2" John Councer, Mark Rogers, Alison Pritchard Midland Counties Leagues.

and Roger Miles.

The match against Staffs and Shrops resulted in a
clean sweep for Gloucestershire. The Dawes team
1% Peter Swales, Paul Lilley, Ashok Kwatra and won 19-1, the Porter team 16-4 and the Markham
Leslie Hz.arrisor.]. . team won 18-2. In the Nottinghamshire match, the
2™ Patrick Shields, Peter Waggett, Alastair Dawes team won 12-8, the Porter team won 20-0

Catchpole and Jack Armorgie. and the Markham team drew 10-10.
3 Chris Grierson, Deborah Kahn, lan Pedder and

Cathy Presland.

Autumn Teams Round 5

These results put Gloucestershire in the lead of the
Dawes league and in third and fourth place in the
other two divisions.
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IMPROVER’S CORNER

The opportunities for deceptive play

as both a declarer and defender
abound in the game, but many
players fail to seize these
opportunities. Here are some
examples of obligatory false cards,
where the ideais to offer the
declarer an alternative to the
winning play.

AJ73
K5 T94

Q862
When declarer plays low to the
Knave, East must drop the nine or
ten, else declarer will next cash the
Ace and drop West’s King. On the
play of the nine, South might re-
enter his hand and run the Queen,
hoping to pin the ten in the East
hand.

4
JT5 A2
KQ98763

On this layout, when South leads the
singleton from North and wins with
the King, West must drop an honour,
giving South a choice of plays —they
might lead the Queen next.

KJ873
Q62 T95
A4
Here declarer starts with the Ace
and intends to finesse the Knave on
the second round, obviously picking
up 5 tricks in the suit. If East drops
the ten under the Ace and declarer
only needs 4 tricks in the suit, he
may play the King on the second
round, playing East for QT or T9
doubleton. This ploy might bring in 2
tricks for the defence if East drops
the ten from T5 and West started
with Q962.
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AQT73
K62 9854
J

In no-trumps with only one side
entry to dummy, declarer leads the
Knave and overtakes with the
Queen. When the Ace is cashed,
East must play the eight or nine or
declarer cannot go wrong.

Q5
JT3 82
AK9764
When South leads a low card to
dummy’s Queen, he will always
make 6 tricks if West follows with
the 3, but if West plays an honour?

A854
6 1972
KQT3
In this classic position. South starts
with the King and will clearly pick up
four tricks in the suit if East follows
with any card other than the nine.
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SOLUTIONTO
OCTOBER’S PROBLEM

A AK63 A QJT8542
v A)7 4aby w3

¢ K643 West ¢ 972

w» A6 % J9
North leads the vK. Plan the play.

If you can keep South off lead
then you might be able to
eliminate the clubs and hearts
and endplay North. You could
win the opening lead and draw
trumps finishing in dummy to
lead the &9.

If South fails to cover then you
would later be able to ruff your
small heart on the table and cash
the Ace of clubs before leading
the Knave of hearts, throwing a
diamond as North wins the trick.

North would then either give you
aruff and discard or lead a
diamond. You will also make
whenever South holds the ¢A.
However, this line would have
failed at the table as South holds
the «KQT and will obviously
cover the club lead.

The winning play is simply to
duck trick one. Then you will be
able to discard a club on the top
heart and eliminate the clubs.
After you have drawn trumps the
lead of the heart Knave achieves
the desired endplay. As if often
the case, the critical moment is
your play to the first trick.
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DECEMBER’S PROBLEM
A AG3 A QJ84
v AKQT4 4w by #J975
¢ J5 West ¢ 42
& A42 % Q63

You play in the heart game after
South has opened and rebid in
diamonds. North leads a low
diamond and South cashes two
top diamonds before switching
to a trump, North following. How
do you plan the play?
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