GCBA Newsletter

Season 2025-26 Apr 2026

CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Winners of the Garden Cities heat — Paul Denning, Garry Watson,
Nick Haynes, David Smith, Tony Hill, Ben Ritacca, Patrick
Shields, and Alastair Catchpole. This team will represent
Cheltenham in the Regional final in May.

Toby Roberts and Arun Nanda on winning this year’s County Pairs
Championship.

Helen Bryant and Diana Davies on winning the 9-high County
Championship.

Winners of the County League, retaining the trophy —Jack Armorgie
& Garry Watson, Alastair Catchpole & Patrick Shields



GCBA RESULTS

Spring Teams Overall

15t Roy Collard, Richard
Butland, Paul Denning and Ben
Ritacca.

2" Pat Emery, Colin Lennox,
John Jenkins and lan Plewis.

County Pairs Championship
1t Arun Nanda and Toby
Roberts.

2" Patrick Shields and Garry
Watson.

3 Alastair Catchpole and
Jack Armorgie.

County 9-High Championship
1%t Helen Bryant and Diana
Davies.

2" Alan Richards and Rowan
Lytheer.

3= David and Ruth Martel.
3= lan and Wendy Melvin.

Midland Counties
Leagues.

The 2025/26 season has now
completed. In the final match
all three of our teams recorded
wins against Worcestershire.
This left us as winners of
Division One, and as runners-
up in Divisions Two and Three.
Congratulations to all players
who contributed to this set of
excellent results.

GCBA League.

15t Patrick Shields, Alastair
Catchpole, Jack Armorgie and
Garry Watson.

2" Richard Butland, Graham
Cornell, Paul Denning and Ben
Ritacca.

3 Jim Simons, Patrick Phair,
Nigel Edmondson, Robert
Wilkinson, Nick Doe, Richard
Croot and Steve Lawrence.

Newent Bowl

Nineteen teams took part and
the winners were Chris
Chowney & Alkan Wearmouth,
Stephen Lawrence & Rob
Wilkinson.

Cleverly Leagues.

Div 1. 1=t Cleverly Bid
Div 2. 1°* Newent

Forthcoming Events.

Café bridge events

» Stroud on Sunday 10" May
(already full)

» Cirencester on Tuesday
14" July

July 18" -19™" sees this year’s
Glos-Herefordshire congress
in Ross-on-Wye. More details
and entry forms available
through the GCBA Website.



IMPROVER’S CORNER

Continuing with our theme of
deception in defence, there are
many opportunities that arise for
deceptive play on the second round
of the suit. Consider this deal:

a Al5
v QJT6
¢ T93
& J94

AT72

v A93

¢ 84

& K8632

3NT By
South

A KQ4
v K7

¢ AKJB5
% QT7

A 9863
v 8542
* Q72
& A5

You lead the %3 against 3NT, East
winning the ace and returning the
five. Now it cannot costto play the

six on the second round. Declarer has

a choice of plays.

If he believes that you have led from a
four-card suit then the safe line is to
knock out the ace of hearts.

However, if he believes that the club
suit is breaking 5-2 then he may well
choose to take a diamond finesse for
his contract. You do not know which
way declarer will play but you
certainly give him a push in the wrong
direction if you conceal the %2.

The most difficult but rewarding
swindles come when both defenders
have a part to play. In this next deal
West started with the a5 and the
queen won the first trick. At the table
where East made the normal return of
the a9 at trick two, declarer naturally
placed the suit as dividing 5-3 and
knew that to knock out the ace of
hearts would be fatal. He thus
entered hand with a diamond and
took the club finesse. With the clubs
behaving South had no problem in
making eleven tricks.

A KT854
v 963

¢ T2

% K95

A A6

v )84

¢ Q65
% AJT32

3NT By
South

A J73

v KQ5
¢ AKJ97
% Q8

a Q92
v AT72
¢ 843
% 764

At the other table, East, aware of the
threat of the club suit in dummy,
returned the A2 at trick two. West
was deceived into thinking his partner
held a doubleton spade but figured it
could do no harm to play the a8 on
this trick, concealing the four.
Declarer assumed that the spades
were breaking 4-4 and hence the safe
line would be to knock out the ace of
hearts. East won the ace and the
defence then beat the contract with
three spade tricks.



In this next deal, East produced a
devastating defence by his choice
of return at trick two.

A Q3

v Q95

+ AJT94

& AT5
A J874 A AT52
v T743 3NTBy w862
¢ 753 South ¢ K6
& 42 & KQJ3

A K96

v AKJ

¢ Q82

& 9876

South West North East

1% Pass 1K Pass
INT Pass 3NT All Pass

West led the a4 to the queen, ace
and six. Looking at such a strong
dummy, East could see that his
partner could hold very little, the
knave of spades being the only
significant card that West might

hold. At trick two, East continued
with the ten of spades. Declarer
held up, thinking the spades were
5-3, and now East switched to the
+K, developing the setting tricks in
that suit.

SOLUTION TO MARCH’S
PROBLEM

A QJT3 A A64

v K da by w752

+ KJ986 West ¢ AQ53

& 962 & AJ3

North opens 1v, East doubles,
Southtries 2v,andyouendin4as.
North leads the K&.Plan the play.
Assume that the defence will play
hearts if they win a spade trick.

You almost certainly need the
trumps to break 3-3 and, at first
glance, it looks like you can drive
out the aK by playing ace and
another spade before running the
diamonds and eventually leading

up to the &J.

The problem with that plan is that
the defenders will win the aK and
start plugging away in hearts. You
will have nine tricks and no time to
develop the #J.To avoid this fate,
you need to lead a small trump
from dummy at trick two!

Suppose South wins and the
defence now play two rounds of
hearts. You ruff to play a club; the
defence win and lead another
heart but you are in control. You
ruff, cash the aQ (your last
trump), cross to the ¢ A and draw
the outstanding trumps with the
A A. When the suit breaks 3-3, you
are home.

APRIL’S PROBLEM
A A82 AG
v AJ63 7%by @9
¢ 65 West ¢ AKJ94
& AK72 % QJ9654

North leads the aQ. Plan the play.

Contributions welcome - to Garry Watson, editor@gcba.org.uk

Check out the GCBA web site at www.gcba.org.uk


mailto:editor@gcba.org.uk

