10.

11.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY BRIDGE ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the GCBA Annual General Meeting held at Cheltenham Bridge Club on
Monday 25" May, 2026

Apologies for absence: These were received from about a dozen members (including committee members
Alan Stanfield, Michael Wright and Richard Butland). There were 28 members in attendance from seven
clubs.

Approval of the minutes of the 2025 AGM. These were approved unanimously.
Presidents report. This report is copied as Appendix A. There were no matters arising.

Treasurer’s report. This (see Appendix B) has been placed on the GCBA website, along with the annual
accounts. The President, in the Treasurers absence, said we are looking for ideas for using the GCBA’s
surplus to expand the game, which currently includes helping finance Youth Bridge. The County could
possibly help clubs financially if required. The accounts were approved unanimously.

Appointment of the Independent Examiner for the accounts for 2026-27. Jim Simons who had taken on the
role of Independent examiner for the accounts just approved, has agreed to continue and was unanimously
appointed.

Ratification of membership subscription. It was proposed that the County UMS charge remain at 1p per
game and the Direct Membership fee at £5 per year. Agreed by the attendees.

Election of Officers and Officials . The following were elected unopposed.

President: Patrick Shields
Treasurer: Michael Wright
Secretary: Jim Edwards

Vice- President:  Paul Denning

Election of Committee members. Jan Bailey, Steve Bunker, Richard Butland, Alan Stanfield and Caroline
Kean were elected unopposed. The President said there was still a vacancy for one more committee
member.

Election of Shareholder.: Paul Denning has agreed to continue as the GCBA Shareholder, and was elected
unopposed.

AOB. No matters were raised

Presentation of trophies for the 2025-26 season. A number of trophies had been awarded at the time of the
event. The list of trophy recipients is provided as Appendix C.



Appendix A

GCBA President’s Report 2025/26

I must welcome many old faces here today but also some new faces to this AGM, and declare that you are all most
welcome, both to the meeting and to the bridge game which follows. | know there are a number fishing for partners,
so don’t run off too quickly at the end if you are able to play.

| must start off — lest | forget — with a thank you to those who make the GCBA the organisation which it is, and in
particular to the committee which keeps it running. | must also make mention of Garry Watson who generates the
monthly newsletter that we publish on the website, and to Pauline Sanderson who maintains our membership list,
and Ro Kaye, our safeguarding lead. If | try to make the list complete | will miss someone, so our collective thanks
must go to those | have named and to all the others who have contributed.

The existing county players have performed well over the past year. Richard Chamberlain & myself representing
England Seniors in last year’s World Championships, and Paul Denning continues to play for the Welsh Seniors, with
Tim Rees now that we have sadly lost Diane Kurbalija. The County team missed out in the EBU’s Tollemache Cup this
year but they won the Dawes division of the Midlands Counties League — making it five wins in the last six seasons.
Perhaps more unusual - a foursome representing Cheltenham bridge Club won the EBU’s Inter-Club Knock-Out — the
first time Cheltenham BC has won this event. This was their best performance since 2017 when the same team lost
in the final to Tunbridge Wells - having lost three finals before that (to Southampton, Manchester and Cambridge).
There have been many good performance in congresses both local and distant — but you’ll have to look at the list on
the website for that.

That was mostly about the high end of county performance, but the role of the County is to support all Bridge
players in the county and this we do try to do. Growing the number of people playing bridge has become an active
topic for discussion by your committee, and they have been working on creating opportunities to learn, and trying to
make it easier for more clubs to get engaged in teaching. We’d not there yet and your ideas on how to spread
knowledge of the game will be welcomed. The County continues to tackle bridge in schools, with perhaps 9 across
the county engaged in bridge in the past year. This County is pushed as an example to other counties showing what
can be achieved. Jan Bailey & RO kaye have accompanied a number of children from the county to national bridge
events, and if you know of any candidate players in the schools age range, please do let them know.

There’s lots of other “business as usual” to report on. Two new Gloucestershire clubs have taken up trial affiliation
to the EBU — Nailsworth and Wotton, and we welcome them. The County programme has weekly sessions every
Monday — half face-to-face and half online, and we have a handful of weekend face-to-face events over the year.
Last year’s successful Café Bridge in Stroud has just been repeated and a new Café Bridge is coming in July in
Cirencester. The amount of bridge being played in Gloucestershire continues to grow — we just want it to grow
faster!

THE END



1.

REPORT FROM THE TREASURER

Income

a) Overall income was down at £9,537 against £11,148 in FY2025.
b) Table money was up by £257

c)

d)

a)

Table money Mar-26 Mar-25
Autumn Teams £837 £644
Bredon Vale £80
Cleverley Cup £192 £156
Cotswold Cup £195
County League 1 £977 £872
County Pairs Final £176 £185
Everett Cup £195
Garden Cities £80
Rank Xerox £215 £140
Spring Teams £677 £494
Summer 25 Teams £1,356 £1,442
Other £80
£4,625 £4,368
League Pairs entry fees were down by £270
Pairs Leagues
Summer £1,060 £1,200
Autumn £1,140 £1,160
Spring £1,065 £1,175
£3,265 £3,535
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UMS receipts were down from £1,063 to £395 because we set the level at 1p per session per player.
Cheltenham Congress contributed £150 to GCBA. In future, GCBA will have no direct involvement with this

Congress

Expenses

Room Hire: In July 2025, Patrick agreed with CBC that we would pay the Table monies to CBC. This resulted in
a slight loss as GCBA paid the Director’s fee. On the other hand, there was no charge for the Pairs League

evenings.



b) Representation costs were £792 compared to £1,761 in 2025.

Representation costs Mar-26

Warwickshire CBA
Inter Counties Finals
Garden Cities Trophy
Corwen entry

Midland Counties Bowl
Pachebo

Edgar Foster Cups

Tollemache

Mar-25

£200
£254 £239
£120 £56
£100

£107
£108 £52
£210 £1,107
£792 f1,761

3. Payments to Charities

We donated £634 to Sue Ryder, being the net surplus on the Cotswold and Everett Cups.

4. Supporting Bridge Development.

Our support this year has been to the Juniors

Youth card holders £100
Camp £750
Cloud Nine Limousines £400
Universal Uniform £110
Congress for GYB £155

£1,206

5. OVERVIEW

Bank accounts
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The bank balances have remained steady at £25,000 of which £24,000 is earning interest in a deposit account.

With the club’s finances in a very healthy state, we are able and willing to support reasonable requests for
finance from any Gloucestershire club.

THE END



GCBA COMPETITIONS AND TROPHIES

COMPETITION

WINNERS

Everett Cup

Paul & Sue Grierson
Stan Powell & Roger Williams

Cotswold Cup

Paul & Sue Grierson
Roger Eaton & Carole Foulkes

Winter Pairs
(Autumn + Spring Pairs)

Arun Nanda & Toby Roberts

Winter Teams
(Autumn + Spring Teams)

Paul Denning & Ben Ritacca
Richard Butland & Roy Collard

Rank Xerox

Cheltenham

County League

Patrick Shields & Garry Watson
Jack Armorgie & Alastair Catchpole

County 9-High Pairs

Helen Bryant & Diana Davies

County Pairs

Arun Nanda & Toby Roberts

County Knock-out

Richard Butland & Rob Stevens
Richard Chamberlain & Andrew Kambites
Paul Denning & Dan Mclntosh

Cleverly Cup
(“The Clubs League”)

Cleverly Bid

BLACK=presented at AGM; RED=presented earlier
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