



Dear Member

Re-opening the Club for face to face bridge

I am sure all our members have been wondering when the Club will re-open and face to 
face bridge can re-start. This newsletter is to inform you of the current thinking of our 
Committee which has taken into account the recent changes to Scottish Government 
regulations and guidance from the SBU.

The Committee is strongly of the view that we are a face to face club and that we want to 
reopen the Club as soon as it is practicable and safe.

The view of our Committee has always been that face to face bridge could not re-start 
until all social distancing rules had been removed. As you will be aware, the Scottish 
Government  removed all such rules with effect from 9 August and, as a result, we are 
planning to reopen the Club with effect from Wednesday 1 September. We will still be 
required by Scottish Government regulations and guidance to take certain precautionary 
measures.  In order to make members who attend feel as comfortable as practicable we 
are going beyond what the Government is requiring, particularly in relation to ventilation.  
Our proposed precautionary measures are set out below.

Precautionary Measures

The Committee has given a lot of thought to the measures we will need to put in place 
when we re-open.  As we have been reminded many times in the media, this virus is not 
going away any time soon, so we will need to remain cautious for a long time to come.

The following are the Committee’s current views which are based on the Risk Assessment 
we have carried out as recommended by the SBU. Signage will be placed in the Club to 
remind members of these precautions.

Starting Off: We will start with two sessions per week, Monday evening and Wednesday 
afternoon, with the first session on Wednesday 1 September.  Members should note that 
there will be no on line tournament at the times face to face bridge is available. The face 
to face sessions will initially be available to members only and the Committee will review 
this at the end of October. 

Vaccinations: To help to protect members, you should only attend face to face bridge if 
you have been fully vaccinated. We expect this to be the case for the vast majority of our 
members. We will, of course, be asking members not to attend if they feel unwell or have 
any symptoms which suggest they might have Covid.
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Ventilation: As current scientific evidence is that Covid is mainly transmitted by inhaling 
airborne droplets, we recognise that this will be an area of concern to members.   The 
Committee has carried out extensive research and as a result we have purchased two 
Rensair units.   Please see this link for more information.  As you will see, these are 
portable hospital grade air purifiers which trap and destroy 99.97% of airborne bacteria 
and viruses, including the Coronavirus family. They will be switched on for 1 hour before 
play commences and will remain on throughout the sessions. While the Scottish 
Government is increasingly focusing on improving ventilation we are, for the benefit of our 
members, going beyond what the current regulations require. 

Face Masks: The SBU has confirmed that, in order to comply with the Scottish 
Government regulations effective from 9 August all members and staff must wear face 
coverings both while seated at tables and while moving around. If the regulations change, 
so will our approach. For the reassurance of members we will provide standard blue and 
white surgical masks on entry to the Club and we would ask that everyone takes and 
uses these masks throughout their visit. 

Hygiene: We will have hand sanitising stations in the entrance foyer and expect members 
to sanitise their hands on entry. We will also be providing sanitisers at each table and will 
ask members to sanitise their hands prior to the start of the tournament. Hard surfaces, 
handles and switches will be sanitised before each session. Boards, Bridgemates, 
bidding boxes and table covers will be sanitised before use and will be stored for 72 
hours before reuse.

Cloakroom and Toilets: We are planning to purchase another coat rail and will ask that, 
in order to reduce congestion, coats are not left in the toilets. Sanitiser, wipes and paper 
disposable towels will be available in the toilets.

Limiting Numbers:  We will limit the number of people in the Club at any one time, 
keeping the number under review as time passes. This will be done by asking members 
to reserve seats for tournaments in advance on the GBC Website. For anybody without 
access to the Internet a phone reservation will be possible. We anticipate that to start 
with, we will run tournaments which are no bigger than 12 tables.  In addition we are 
planning to reorder the tables so that players all move in one direction.

Reserving a seat for a tournament: Firstly make sure you are a registered User of our 
website. If you haven't registered as a User, then do so. Click on Members Only (left side 
menu).   You can use your name, SBU No or Email address as your User ID. When first 
registering you will be asked to enter your email address and you will be sent an email. 
Use the link in the email to register. 
To reserve a place in a tournament, click on Calendar Month (left side menu) and use the 
arrows at the top of the page to select the month. Hover over the date you want to play 
on and a small box will appear. Click on Reservation Required. Enter your full name and 
the name of your partner. You can also select a direction to sit but that is NOT 
guaranteed.

Cashless:  Our aim is to make the Club completely cashless when we return and to 
achieve this we have obtained a card reader. Members MUST pay at the session using 
their debit or credit card. Our current proposal is that the charge for each session will be 
£5 for members (+£2 for non members when permitted) which will include tea/coffee and 
a biscuit plus a tip for Liz. Tea/coffee and biscuits will only be available by table service 
provided by Liz. 
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At the table:   Only North should handle the board until after the round. North should 
enter the score on the Bridgemate, show it to the opposition, then verify the result him/
herself. At the end of the round the arriving East should move the boards to the correct 
table. Moving pairs should carry their bidding boxes from table to table.

Table top extenders: We are planning to purchase these.  This will result in people sitting 
an additional 10 inches/33 per cent apart. The Committee  feels that using screens on 
tables may not provide an effective barrier.

Keeping Things Under Review: The Committee will keep all matters concerning Covid 
safety under constant review. If members have any questions or suggestions, we would 
encourage you to get in touch.  

And finally…..

And finally, I look forward to seeing you all get back the Club and enjoying the social 
interaction that we have all missed for the past 18 months. This will be especially true for 
the members who have not taken part in our on-line games.  In the meantime, enjoy what 
remains of the summer ! 


David Shenkin 
Chairman 


