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Lesson 16
Declarer Play techniques: 
In a suit contract



Lesson Objectives
Recap no-trump declarer play

Counting winners & losers in suit contracts

When to draw trumps 
When to delay drawing trumps

Setting up a side suit by ruffing 
Future lessons: finessing



Recap declarer play techniques

THINK


PLAN - including analysing opening lead


PLAY



As soon as dummy's cards are revealed, 
perform your S.W.O.T. analysis... 


What contract are you in?

how many tricks needed?

how many Top Tricks? 
can you make contract? 
are there any threats?

Recap no-trump declarer play

THINK

PLAN

PLAY

How to make extra winners:

analyse the opening lead 
drive out missing honour/s

establish length winners 

Techniques:

Unblock 
Entries 
Duck 
Hold-up



S.W.O.T. analysis

Strengths  NTs: Count Top Tricks (tricks you can make without losing the lead)

Weakness  Work out how many tricks you are short of your target

Opportunities  Inspect each suit in turn looking for opportunities to make extra tricks

Threats  Think about what could go wrong and how you can to counter it

Suit contracts: Count winners and losers



Counting losers
Ways of taking tricks in no trumps apply equally to suit contracts 
But the trump suit gives extra considerations... rather than Top 
Tricks in no trumps:


How many tricks might you win? - winners

How many tricks might you lose? - losers

The winners + losers indicate how the 13 tricks might play out

What can you do to prevent the contract failing?



West is declarer dummy is East



WEST


♠ A K Q J 10 9


♥ 5


♦ A K Q J 2


♣ 2

EAST


♠ 8 6 2


♥ A 7 6 2


♦ 10 9 7


♣ 9 6 4

Count Top Tricks / winners: 

12: ♠=6  ♥=1  ♦=5  ♣=0


Count losers:


5+: ♠=0  ♥=0  ♦=0  ♣=5+ 

Losers + Winners = 17+ 

A suit contract would have 
swung the balance of 
control into our favour

3NT by W need 9 tricks lead K♣ 
♣K lead promises either ♣QJx(x), ♣Q10x(x), 
and denies the ♣A

Hand 1

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=s43hkt98d854caj87&w=sakqjt9h5dakqj2c2&n=s75hqj43d63ckqt53&e=s862ha762dt97c964&d=n&v=0&b=1&a=ppp2cp2dp2sp3hp3nppp&p=ckc4cac2cjd2c3c6c8h5cqc9cth2c7s9c5h6h8sthqhah9djd7d4dad3dkd6d9d5dqh3dtd8sas5s2s3sks7s6s4sqh4s8htsjhjh7


WEST


♠ A K Q J 10 9


♥ 5


♦ K Q 8 7


♣ A 2

EAST


♠ 8 6 2


♥ A K 6 2


♦ J 10 9


♣ 9 6 4

Count winners: 

Once the ♦A is forced out... 

12: ♠=6  ♥=2  ♦=3  ♣=1


Count losers:


K♣ lead sets up a defence 
winner 

2: ♠=0  ♥=0  ♦=1  ♣=1 

Losers + Winners = 14 
Plan your play...

6♠ by W need 12 tricks lead ♣K 
♣K lead promises ♣Q or a singleton

Hand 2

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C3S743HQ983DA63CJT3,SAKQJT9H5DKQ87CA2,S5HJT74D542CKQ875,S862HAK62DJT9C964%7Csv%7Co%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%201%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C6S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cpc%7CCK%7Cpc%7CC4%7Cpc%7CC3%7Cpc%7CCA%7Cpc%7CSA%7Cpc%7CS5%7Cpc%7CS2%7Cpc%7CS3%7Cpc%7CSK%7Cpc%7CD2%7Cpc%7CS6%7Cpc%7CS4%7Cpc%7CSQ%7Cpc%7CD4%7Cpc%7CS8%7Cpc%7CS7%7Cpc%7CH5%7Cpc%7CH4%7Cpc%7CHA%7Cpc%7CH3%7Cpc%7CHK%7Cpc%7CH8%7Cpc%7CC2%7Cpc%7CH7%7Cpc%7CDJ%7Cpc%7CDA%7Cpc%7CD7%7Cpc%7CD5%7Cpc%7CCJ%7Cpc%7CS9%7Cpc%7CC5%7Cpc%7CC6%7Cpc%7CDK%7Cpc%7CC7%7Cpc%7CD9%7Cpc%7CD3%7Cpc%7CDQ%7Cpc%7CC8%7Cpc%7CDT%7Cpc%7CD6%7Cpc%7CD8%7Cpc%7CCQ%7Cpc%7CC9%7Cpc%7CCT%7Cpc%7CSJ%7Cpc%7CHT%7Cpc%7CH2%7Cpc%7CH9%7Cpc%7CST%7Cpc%7CHJ%7Cpc%7CH6%7Cpc%7CHQ%7C


Counting losers

In a no trump contract, count Top Tricks

In a suit contract, count winners and losers

Count from the perspective of the hand with the longer 
trumps

Look to see how any losers can be covered by winners

Throw a loser on an extra winner



When to draw trumps

Drawing trumps:

Playing high trumps until your opponents have none left



WEST


♠ K Q 10 4 3


♥ K 6 4


♦ 2


♣ A 7 6 2

EAST


♠ J 5 2


♥ A 3 2


♦ A 8 3


♣ K Q J 9

Count winners: 

Once the ♠A is forced out... 

11: ♠=4  ♥=2  ♦=1  ♣=4


Count losers:


2: ♠=1  ♥=1  ♦=0  ♣=0 

Losers + Winners = 13 
Plan your play...

4♠ by W need 10 tricks lead ♦K

Hand 3

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C4S96HQJTDJT976CT43,SKQT43HK64D2CA762,SA87H9875DKQ54C85,SJ52HA32DA83CKQJ9%7Csv%7Cn%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%202%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C4S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cpc%7CDK%7Cpc%7CDA%7Cpc%7CD6%7Cpc%7CD2%7Cpc%7CSJ%7Cpc%7CS6%7Cpc%7CS3%7Cpc%7CSA%7Cpc%7CDQ%7Cpc%7CD3%7Cpc%7CD7%7Cpc%7CS4%7Cpc%7CSK%7Cpc%7CS7%7Cpc%7CS2%7Cpc%7CS9%7Cpc%7CSQ%7Cpc%7CS8%7Cpc%7CS5%7Cpc%7CD9%7Cpc%7CCA%7Cpc%7CC5%7Cpc%7CC9%7Cpc%7CC3%7Cpc%7CC2%7Cpc%7CC8%7Cpc%7CCK%7Cpc%7CC4%7Cpc%7CCQ%7Cpc%7CCT%7Cpc%7CC6%7Cpc%7CD4%7Cpc%7CCJ%7Cpc%7CDT%7Cpc%7CC7%7Cpc%7CD5%7Cpc%7CHA%7Cpc%7CHT%7Cpc%7CH4%7Cpc%7CH5%7Cpc%7CH2%7Cpc%7CHJ%7Cpc%7CHK%7Cpc%7CH7%7Cpc%7CST%7Cpc%7CH8%7Cpc%7CH3%7Cpc%7CDJ%7Cpc%7CH6%7Cpc%7CH9%7Cpc%7CD8%7Cpc%7CHQ%7C


WEST


♠ A 7 6 3 2


♥ K 8


♦ 7 2


♣ A K 8 7

EAST


♠ K 8 5 4


♥ A 5 2


♦ 9 4


♣ Q J 6 2

Count winners: 

Top tricks: ♠=2  ♥=2  ♦=0  
♣=4


+ length winners ♠=2-3


Count losers:


2-3: ♠=1?  ♥=0  ♦=2  ♣=0 

Losers + Winners = 13 
Plan your play...

4♠ by W need 10 tricks lead ♥Q

Hand 4

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C3SQH7643DAQJ8C9543,SA7632HK8D73CAK87,SJT9HQJT9DKT652CT,SK854HA52D94CQJ62%7Csv%7Co%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%201%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C1S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C3S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C4S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cpc%7CHQ%7Cpc%7CH2%7Cpc%7CH3%7Cpc%7CHK%7Cpc%7CS2%7Cpc%7CS9%7Cpc%7CSK%7Cpc%7CSQ%7Cpc%7CS4%7Cpc%7CD8%7Cpc%7CSA%7Cpc%7CST%7Cpc%7CC7%7Cpc%7CCT%7Cpc%7CCQ%7Cpc%7CC3%7Cpc%7CCJ%7Cpc%7CC4%7Cpc%7CC8%7Cpc%7CSJ%7Cpc%7CD5%7Cpc%7CD4%7Cpc%7CDA%7Cpc%7CD3%7Cpc%7CDQ%7Cpc%7CD7%7Cpc%7CD2%7Cpc%7CD9%7Cpc%7CH4%7Cpc%7CH8%7Cpc%7CH9%7Cpc%7CHA%7Cpc%7CC2%7Cpc%7CC5%7Cpc%7CCA%7Cpc%7CD6%7Cpc%7CCK%7Cpc%7CDT%7Cpc%7CC6%7Cpc%7CC9%7Cmc%7C10%7C


WEST


♠ K Q 10 4 3


♥ K Q 4


♦ 2


♣ 10 7 6 2

EAST


♠ J 5 2


♥ A 3 2


♦ A 8 3


♣ K Q J 9

Count winners: 

Once ♠A & ♣A forced out...


11: ♠=4  ♥=3  ♦=1  ♣=3


Count losers:


2: ♠=1  ♥=0  ♦=0  ♣=1 

Losers + Winners = 13 
Plan your play...

4♠ by W need 10 tricks lead ♦K

Hand 5

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C3S9H8765DJT954CA54,SKQT43HKQ4D2CT762,SA876HJT9DKQ76C83,SJ52HA32DA83CKQJ9%7Csv%7Co%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%202%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C1C%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C1S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C1N%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C3S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C4S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cpc%7CDK%7Cpc%7CDA%7Cpc%7CD9%7Cpc%7CD2%7Cpc%7CSJ%7Cpc%7CS9%7Cpc%7CS3%7Cpc%7CSA%7Cpc%7CDQ%7Cpc%7CD3%7Cpc%7CD4%7Cpc%7CS4%7Cpc%7CSK%7Cpc%7CS6%7Cpc%7CS2%7Cpc%7CC5%7Cpc%7CC2%7Cpc%7CC3%7Cpc%7CCK%7Cpc%7CCA%7Cpc%7CDJ%7Cpc%7CC6%7Cpc%7CD6%7Cpc%7CD8%7Cpc%7CDT%7Cpc%7CC7%7Cpc%7CD7%7Cpc%7CS5%7Cpc%7CH2%7Cpc%7CH5%7Cpc%7CHK%7Cpc%7CH9%7Cpc%7CSQ%7Cpc%7CS7%7Cpc%7CC9%7Cpc%7CD5%7Cpc%7CST%7Cpc%7CS8%7Cpc%7CCJ%7Cpc%7CH6%7Cpc%7CHQ%7Cpc%7CHT%7Cpc%7CH3%7Cpc%7CH7%7Cpc%7CH4%7Cpc%7CHJ%7Cpc%7CHA%7Cpc%7CH8%7Cpc%7CCQ%7Cpc%7CC4%7Cpc%7CCT%7Cpc%7CC8%7C


When to draw trumps

Count losers

Count winners

Enough winners and not too many losers? ...

Draw trumps before cashing side suit winners 
Count down the missing trumps

Leave one master trump out



WEST


♠ A K Q J 10


♥ A K 7


♦ 9 7 5


♣ A K

EAST


♠ 9 8 7


♥ 8 4


♦ 8 6 4 3


♣ 5 4 3 2

Count winners: 

9: ♠=5  ♥=2  ♦=0  ♣=2


Count losers:


4: ♠=0  ♥=1 (7♥)  ♦=3  ♣=0 

Losers + Winners = 13 
Plan your play... need one 
extra trick...

4♠ by W need 10 tricks lead ♣Q

Hand 6

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C1S654HQJ32DAKJCT97,SAKQJTHAK7D975CAK,S32HT965DQT2CQJ86,S987H84D8643C5432%7Csv%7Ce%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%203%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C4S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cpc%7CCQ%7Cpc%7CC2%7Cpc%7CC7%7Cpc%7CCA%7Cpc%7CHA%7Cpc%7CH5%7Cpc%7CH4%7Cpc%7CH2%7Cpc%7CHK%7Cpc%7CH6%7Cpc%7CH8%7Cpc%7CH3%7Cpc%7CH7%7Cpc%7CH9%7Cpc%7CS7%7Cpc%7CHJ%7Cpc%7CS9%7Cpc%7CS4%7Cpc%7CSA%7Cpc%7CS2%7Cpc%7CSK%7Cpc%7CS3%7Cpc%7CS8%7Cpc%7CS5%7Cpc%7CSQ%7Cpc%7CHT%7Cpc%7CC3%7Cpc%7CS6%7Cpc%7CCK%7Cpc%7CC6%7Cpc%7CC4%7Cpc%7CC9%7Cpc%7CD5%7Cpc%7CD2%7Cpc%7CD3%7Cpc%7CDJ%7Cpc%7CDA%7Cpc%7CD7%7Cpc%7CDT%7Cpc%7CD4%7Cpc%7CDK%7Cpc%7CD9%7Cpc%7CDQ%7Cpc%7CD6%7Cpc%7CCT%7Cpc%7CST%7Cpc%7CC8%7Cpc%7CC5%7Cpc%7CSJ%7Cpc%7CCJ%7Cpc%7CD8%7Cpc%7CHQ%7C


When to delay drawing trumps

Count losers

Count winners

Enough winners? No...

Ruf a loser in the hand with the fewer trumps 
Draw trumps unless there is a good reason not to



WEST


♠ K Q J 10 9 7


♥ 5


♦ A K Q J


♣ A 2

EAST


♠ 8 6 2


♥ A K 6 2


♦ 10 9 7


♣ 9 6 4

Count winners: 

Once the ♠A is forced out... 

12: ♠=5  ♥=2  ♦=4  ♣=1


Count losers:


K♣ lead sets up a defence 
winner 

2: ♠=1  ♥=0  ♦=0  ♣=1 

Losers + Winners = 14 
Plan your play... need one 
extra trick...

6♠ by W need 12 tricks lead ♣K

Hand 7

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C2SA3HJT74D863CT875,SKQJT97H5DAKQJCA2,S54HQ983D542CKQJ3,S862HAK62DT97C964%7Csv%7Cb%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%204%7Cmb%7C6S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cpc%7CCK%7Cpc%7CC4%7Cpc%7CC5%7Cpc%7CCA%7Cpc%7CH5%7Cpc%7CH3%7Cpc%7CHA%7Cpc%7CH4%7Cpc%7CHK%7Cpc%7CH7%7Cpc%7CC2%7Cpc%7CH8%7Cpc%7CS2%7Cpc%7CSA%7Cpc%7CS7%7Cpc%7CS4%7Cpc%7CC7%7Cpc%7CS9%7Cpc%7CC3%7Cpc%7CC6%7Cpc%7CSK%7Cpc%7CS5%7Cpc%7CS6%7Cpc%7CS3%7Cpc%7CDA%7Cpc%7CD2%7Cpc%7CD7%7Cpc%7CD3%7Cpc%7CDK%7Cpc%7CD4%7Cpc%7CD9%7Cpc%7CD6%7Cpc%7CDQ%7Cpc%7CD5%7Cpc%7CDT%7Cpc%7CD8%7Cpc%7CDJ%7Cpc%7CCJ%7Cpc%7CH2%7Cpc%7CC8%7Cmc%7C12%7C


When to delay drawing trumps

Too many immediate losers?

Throw away a loser on side suit winners



WEST


♠ A Q 10 7 6 3


♥ 9 7 5 4 3 2


♦ 


♣ A

EAST


♠ K J 9 8 5 4


♥ 


♦ 10 9 6 4 3 2


♣ 4

How many tricks can you 
make if you have the top 
12 spades...


In a no trump contract?


In a spade suit contract? 

Plan your play...

Lead ♣K

Hand 8

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C3SHAJ86DAJ75C97532,SAQT763H975432DCA,S2HKQTDKQ8CKQJT86,SKJ9854HDT96432C4%7Csv%7Cn%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%205%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C7S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cpc%7CCK%7Cpc%7CC4%7Cpc%7CC2%7Cpc%7CCA%7Cpc%7CH2%7Cpc%7CHT%7Cpc%7CS4%7Cpc%7CH6%7Cpc%7CD2%7Cpc%7CD5%7Cpc%7CS3%7Cpc%7CD8%7Cpc%7CH3%7Cpc%7CHQ%7Cpc%7CS5%7Cpc%7CH8%7Cpc%7CD3%7Cpc%7CD7%7Cpc%7CS6%7Cpc%7CDQ%7Cpc%7CH4%7Cpc%7CHK%7Cpc%7CS8%7Cpc%7CHJ%7Cpc%7CD4%7Cpc%7CDJ%7Cpc%7CS7%7Cpc%7CDK%7Cpc%7CH5%7Cpc%7CC6%7Cpc%7CS9%7Cpc%7CHA%7Cpc%7CD6%7Cpc%7CDA%7Cpc%7CST%7Cpc%7CC8%7Cpc%7CH7%7Cpc%7CCT%7Cpc%7CSJ%7Cpc%7CC3%7Cpc%7CD9%7Cpc%7CC5%7Cpc%7CSQ%7Cpc%7CCJ%7Cpc%7CH9%7Cpc%7CCQ%7Cpc%7CSK%7Cpc%7CC7%7Cpc%7CDT%7Cpc%7CC9%7Cpc%7CSA%7Cpc%7CS2%7C


When to delay drawing trumps

When you need to make all your trumps separately by 
cross-ruffing 
Cash side suit winners first

Use low trumps on early rounds



 ♠ 

 ♥

 ♦ Q J 6

 ♣ 


 ♠

 ♥

 ♦ 5

 ♣


N


W                     E


S

 ♠

 ♥

 ♦ A K 4 3 2

 ♣


 ♠ 

 ♥ 

 ♦ 10 9 8 7

 ♣ 


Setting up a side 
suit: no trumps 
How many tricks 
can be set up in this 
suit if you play no 
trumps?

Assume you can 
safely lose the lead 
and win the lead 
back

What about a spade 
suit contract...



 ♠ 

 ♥ K

 ♦ Q J 6

 ♣ 


 ♠ K J 9 6 5 3 2

 ♥ A 6

 ♦ 5

 ♣ A 6 2


N


W                     E


S

 ♠ A Q 10 8

 ♥ 7

 ♦ A K 4 3 2

 ♣ 5 4 3


 ♠ 

 ♥ 

 ♦ 10 9 8 7

 ♣ 


7♠ by W need 13 tricks 
lead ♥K 

Count winners: 
12th trick by ruffing a heart 

12: ♠=7+1  ♥=1  ♦=2  ♣=1


Count losers:


1: ♠=0  ♥=0  ♦=0  ♣=1? 

Losers + Winners = 13 
Can you make all 13 tricks? 

Plan your play...

Hand 9

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C4SHT98532DT987CKQJ,SKJ96532HA6D5CA62,S74HKQJ4DQJ6CT987,SAQT8H7DAK432C543%7Csv%7Ce%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%206%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C7S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cpc%7CHK%7Cpc%7CH7%7Cpc%7CH2%7Cpc%7CHA%7Cpc%7CS2%7Cpc%7CS4%7Cpc%7CSA%7Cpc%7CH3%7Cpc%7CS8%7Cpc%7CH5%7Cpc%7CSK%7Cpc%7CS7%7Cpc%7CD5%7Cpc%7CD6%7Cpc%7CDA%7Cpc%7CD7%7Cpc%7CDK%7Cpc%7CD8%7Cpc%7CC2%7Cpc%7CDJ%7Cpc%7CD2%7Cpc%7CD9%7Cpc%7CS3%7Cpc%7CDQ%7Cpc%7CH6%7Cpc%7CH4%7Cpc%7CST%7Cpc%7CH8%7Cpc%7CD3%7Cpc%7CDT%7Cpc%7CS5%7Cpc%7CHJ%7Cpc%7CS6%7Cpc%7CHQ%7Cpc%7CSQ%7Cpc%7CH9%7Cpc%7CD4%7Cpc%7CHT%7Cpc%7CC6%7Cpc%7CC7%7Cpc%7CC3%7Cpc%7CCJ%7Cpc%7CCA%7Cpc%7CC8%7Cpc%7CSJ%7Cpc%7CC9%7Cpc%7CC4%7Cpc%7CCQ%7Cpc%7CS9%7Cpc%7CCT%7Cpc%7CC5%7Cpc%7CCK%7C


Set up a side suit by ruffing

Extra winners from establishing a long side suit 
Entries required



WEST


♠ K 8 7


♥ 8 7 5 2


♦ 10


♣ 7 6 5 4 3

EAST


♠ A Q J 10 9


♥ A


♦ A 8 7 5 3 2


♣ A

7♠ by W need 13 tricks lead ♦Q 
Count winners: 

11: ♠=5  ♥=1  ♦=1  ♣=1


Count losers:


2: ♠=0  ♥=0  ♦=0  ♣=0 

You don't appear to have enough 
winners for a grand slam, but you have 
length winners in diamonds:


• Win ♦A, ruff ♦2, win ♥A, ruff ♦3


• If diamonds split 3-3 then the 
remaining diamonds are winners, and 
you can draw trumps


• If diamonds split 4-2, win ♣A, ruff ♦5, 
ruff a heart and then draw trumps



Quiz



Count winners: 

10: ♠=1  ♥=0  ♦=6  ♣=3


Count losers:


2: ♠=0  ♥=2  ♦=0  ♣=0 

A heart ruf in dummy will provide the 
11th winner: 

• win ♠A 

• lead a heart which loses


• whatever they lead win the trick 
and lead another heart which loses


• you can win all remaining tricks or 
ruf another heart

Quiz - 1/65♦ by W need 11 tricks lead ♠K

WEST


♠ A


♥ 5 4 3


♦ A K Q J 10 9


♣ A K 6

EAST


♠ J 5 4 3 2


♥ 6 2


♦ 8 7 6


♣ Q 8 7

Quiz 1

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=st987hkqjtd5cjt53&w=sah543dakqjt9cak6&n=skq6ha987d432c942&e=sj5432h62d876cq87&d=n&v=0&b=1&a=ppp5dppp&p=sks2s7sah3h7h2hthkh4hah6h8d6hjh5d7d5d9d2&c=11&k=w


Count winners: 

7: ♠=1  ♥=4  ♦=1  ♣=1


Count losers:


3: ♠=0  ♥=0  ♦=3  ♣=0 

Can't draw trumps as needed to 
defend spades & clubs, instead:


• win ♦A, ♠A, ♣A 

• cross-ruf the spades & clubs 
backwards & forwards for 6 
tricks 

• win ♥A making 10 tricks

Quiz - 2/64♥ by W need 10 tricks lead ♦K

WEST


♠ 8


♥ A Q J 9


♦ A 6 5 4


♣ A 8 7 6

EAST


♠ A 4 3 2


♥ K 10 8 7


♦ 9 8 3 2


♣ 5

Quiz 2

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=sqjt76h543djtckjt&w=s8haqj9da654ca876&n=sk95h62dkq7cq9432&e=sa432hkt87d9832c5&d=s&v=0&b=11&a=p1hp3hp4hppp&p=dkd2dtdas8s5sas6c5ctcac2c6c9h7cjs2s7h9s9c7c3h8cks3sthjskc8c4htsjs4sqhqcqhah2hkh3d4d7d3djh4d5h6d8dqd9h5&k=w


Count winners: 

10: ♠=6  ♥=1  ♦=1  ♣=2


Count losers:


2: ♠=0  ♥=1  ♦=1  ♣=0 

We need to find 3 club length winners:


• Win ♦A, ♠K, ♠Q, retain ♠A entry


• Win ♣A, ♣K, ruf the ♣2


• Lead a spade back to the ♠A


• Win the remaining clubs, discarding 
heart & diamond losers 

• Win ♥A and remaining trump

Quiz - 3/6

WEST


♠ J 10 9 8 7 6


♥ A 3


♦ A 8 2


♣ 7 6

EAST


♠ A K Q


♥ 4 2


♦ 10 5


♣ A K 8 5 3 2

7♠ by W need 13 tricks lead ♦K

Quiz 3

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=s2hqj987d9764cqj4&w=sjt9876ha3da82c76&n=s543hkt65dkqj3ct9&e=sakqh42dt5cak8532&d=w&v=0&b=8&a=pp1cp1sp3sp4sp4np5hp7sppp&p=dkd5d4das6s3sqs2skh7s7s4cac4c6c9ckcjc7ctc8cqs8d3s9s5sad6c5d7d2h5c3h8d8h6c2h9h3djh2hjhahtsjdqh4d9sthkdt


Count winners: 

11: ♠=5  ♥=2  ♦=1  ♣=2


Count losers:


2: ♠=1  ♥=1  ♦=1  ♣=1 

One loser in every suit! 
Throw losing diamond under 
winner:


• Win ♥A, lose ♦Q to the ♦A


• If/when a heart is led, win ♥K


• Win ♦K discarding losing heart

Quiz - 4/6

WEST


♠ K Q J 9 8 7


♥ 5 3 2


♦ Q


♣ K Q 10

EAST


♠ 10 6 5


♥ A K 4


♦ K 6 4 2


♣ J 4 3

4♠ by W need 10 tricks lead ♥Q

Quiz 4

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=s2ht9876djt95ca87&w=skqj987h532dqckqt&n=sa43hqjda873c9652&e=st65hak4dk642cj43&d=n&v=0&b=1&a=ppp1sp2dp2sp3sp4sppp&p=hqhah6h2d2d5dqdahjhkh7h3dkd9h5d3s5s2sksac2c3cactc7cqc5c4&c=10


Count winners: 

11: ♠=5  ♥=3  ♦=3  ♣=1


Count losers:


2: ♠=1  ♥=0  ♦=0  ♣=1 

The ♣K lead has left a club loser, 
and also have a spade loser

Must discard the club loser on a 
diamond winner:


• Win ♣A, ♦A, ♦K, lead to ♥A, 
discard ♣4 on ♦Q winner 

• Now drive-out the ♠A

Quiz - 5/6

WEST


♠ K Q J 10 6 4


♥ K Q 2


♦ A K


♣ 4 3

EAST


♠ 5 3 2


♥ A 7 6 4 3


♦ Q 4 3


♣ A 2

6♠ by W need 12 tricks lead ♣K

Quiz 5

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=s98ht9djt2cj98765&w=skqjt64hkq2dakc43&n=sa7hj85d98765ckqt&e=s532ha7643dq43ca2&d=e&v=0&b=14&a=pp1sp2hp3sp4sp4np5hp6sppp&p=ckcac5c3d3d2dkd5dad6d4dth2h5hah9dqdjc4d7s2s8sksah8h3hthqsqs7s3s9&c=12


Count winners: 

11: ♠=5  ♥=1  ♦=1  ♣=1


Count losers:


2: ♠=0  ♥=3?  ♦=5?  ♣=4? 

Too many losers in your own hand 
to contemplate a grand slam, but 
if you start ruffing diamonds in 
dummy you will find that you can 
establish length winners

Diamonds might break 4-2!

Plan your play...

Quiz - 6/6

WEST


♠ A Q J 10 9


♥ A


♦ A 8 7 5 3 2


♣ A

EAST


♠ K 8 7


♥ 8 7 5 2


♦ 10


♣ 7 6 5 4 3

7♠ by W need 13 tricks lead ♦K

Quiz 6

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=s2hkt964dj964ckj9&w=saqjt9hada87532ca&n=s6543hqj3dkqcqt82&e=sk87h8752dtc76543&d=n&v=0&b=1&a=-7sw&p=dkdtd4dad2dqs7d6h2h4hah3d3c2s8d9c3c9cac8d5hjskdjh5h6s9hqsas3h7s2sqs4h8h9sts5c4htsjs6c5cjd8ctc6hkd7cqc7


Summary
What you have learnt in this lesson
Think, plan, play

Count losers as well as 
winners


throw a loser on a side 
suit winner 

Usually draw trumps 

Opportunities for extra 
tricks in trumps:


ruf in the hand with 
fewer trumps 
cross-ruff 
set up a side suit by 
ruffing



Playing hands...



 ♠ A 9

 ♥ Q 5 4 2

 ♦ 9 8 2

 ♣ A K 8 7


 ♠ Q J 10 4

 ♥ A 9 6

 ♦ A

 ♣ J 9 6 3 2


N


W                   E


S

 ♠ 8 7 6 5

 ♥ K J 10 8

 ♦ K Q J

 ♣ Q 10


 ♠ K 3 2

 ♥ 7 3

 ♦ 10 7 6 5 4 3 

 ♣ 5 4


• South rescues a poor NT contract 
with a weak-takeout into ♦  

• West should lead ♠Q 
• South has 4 winners but needs 8: 

• 2 x ♠, 0 x ♥, 0 x ♦, 2 x ♣ 
• South can ruff one spade 
• South now plays trumps - taking 

three trump tricks 
• Winning ♣A and ♣K making 8

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1NT Pass 2♦

All Pass

1st Board : Dealer: North

1st Board

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=sk32h73dt76543c54&w=sqjt4ha96dacj9632&n=sa9hq542d982cak87&e=s8765hkjt8dkqjcqt&d=n&v=0&b=1&a=1np2dppp&p=sqsas5s2s9s6sks4s3std2s7d8djd3dahah2h8h3h6hqhkh7htd4h9h4d5c2d9dqdkd6c3h5s8d7sjc7c4c6cactckcqc5c9c8hjdt


 ♠ 3

 ♥ 10 8 6

 ♦ Q J 6 2

 ♣ A J 5 4 3


 ♠ K J 10

 ♥ A 5 3 2

 ♦ K 5 4 3

 ♣ K 8


N


W                   E


S

 ♠ A Q 9 8 2

 ♥ 7 4

 ♦ A 7

 ♣ Q 9 7 2


 ♠ 7 6 5 4

 ♥ K Q J 9

 ♦ 10 9 8 

 ♣ 10 6


• South leads ♥K, won by ♥A 
• Before drawing trumps, East 

must ruff a club loser 
• First losing the ♣K to the ♣A 
• When East regains the lead, 

wins the ♣Q, then ruffs the 
3rd round of clubs 

• East can now safely draw 
trumps and make game

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1♠ Pass

2♦ Pass 2♠ Pass
4♠ All Pass

2nd Board : Dealer: East

2nd Board

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=s7654hkqj9dt98ct6&w=skjtha532dk543ck8&n=s3ht86dqj62caj543&e=saq982h74da7cq972&d=e&v=0&b=14&a=1sp2dp2sp4sppp&p=hkhah6h4ckcac2c6h8h7hqh2d8d3d2dacqctc8c3c7s4stc4sks3s2s5sjhtsas6sqs7d4d6d7d9dkdjh3c5s8h9s9dtd5dqc9hjh5


 ♠ K Q J 5 4 3

 ♥ Q

 ♦ K Q J

 ♣ 7 6 4


 ♠ A

 ♥ 10 9 7 6 2

 ♦ 9 7 6 5

 ♣ 9 8 2


N


W                   E


S

 ♠ 8 6

 ♥ J 8 4 3

 ♦ A 4 3

 ♣ K Q J 5


 ♠ 10 9 7 2

 ♥ A K 5

 ♦ 10 8 2 

 ♣ A 10 3


• East leads ♣K 
• The defence could win two 

clubs and two aces! 
• South wins with ♣A, and the 
♥A, then throws a club loser 
under the ♥K 

• Now the defence can only 
cash one club trick not two

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Pass

Pass 1♠ Pass 3♠
Pass 4♠ All Pass

3rd Board : Dealer: East

3rd Board

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=st972hak5dt82cat3&w=saht9762d9765c982&n=skqj543hqdkqjc764&e=s86hj843da43ckqj5&d=s&v=0&b=11&a=pp1sp3sp4sppp&p=ckcac2c4hah2hqh3hkh6c6h4s2sas3s6c8c7cjc3cqctc9s4sks8s7h7dkdad2d5d3d8d6djsqd4s9d7dqc5dtd9sjh8sth9s5hjh5


 ♠ 5 2

 ♥ K 9 7

 ♦ Q 10 3 2

 ♣ K J 9 6


 ♠ A J 10 7

 ♥ A 8 4 2

 ♦ A 7

 ♣ A 10 8


N


W                   E


S

 ♠ K Q 9 8

 ♥ 5 3

 ♦ K 9 6 4

 ♣ 7 4 2


 ♠ 6 4 3

 ♥ Q J 10 6

 ♦ J 8 5

 ♣ Q 5 3


• South leads ♥Q 
• If declarer draws trumps they will be 

short of their contract 
• Declarer should aim to make trumps 

separately 
• Win ♥A, then cash ♦A, ♦K and ♣A, 

and play a low heart 
• Defenders might win two club tricks, but 

declarer will eventually regain the lead 
and can then cross ruff diamonds and 
hearts 

• If defence trumps then declarer can over 
trump with a higher card

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1♥ Pass 1♠ Pass
3♠ Pass 4♠ All Pass

4th Board : Dealer: West

4th Board

https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?pc=n&s=s643hqjt6dj85cq53&w=sajt7ha842da7cat8&n=s52hk97dqt32ckj96&e=skq98h53dk964c742&d=w&v=0&b=8&a=1hp1sp3sp4sppp&p=hqhah7h3dad2d4d5d7d3dkd8c2c3cac6h2h9h5h6ckc4c5c8cjc7cqctdjs7dtd6h4hks8htd9s6stdqh8c9s9hjsqs3sjs2sks4sa

