Lesson 19

The competitive auction
Suit overcalls

Book Pages 93-95 sections 6.1



Objectives for Lesson 19

O

O

O

What is an overcall?

One-level overcalls

Respond to one-level overcall - with a fit
Respond to one-level overcall - with a new suit
Respond to one-level overcall - with NT

Iwo-level overcalls



The uncontested auction
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PASS: | don't have
anything to say

1é: | have 12+ 44d: | have spades
points and four or North too and | think we
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PASS: | don't have
anything to say




The competitive auction
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2¥: | have some
good hearts | want
to tell partner about

South

3®: | have spades
‘ 1_Q. I han: 12+ North too and | think we
points and four or can make at least

; ) more spades West East nine tricks

49: I've got hearts
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‘ too, partner, maybe

our side can make
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What is an overcall?

An overcall is:

a bid after the opposition have
already opened the bidding




Why overcall?

O Your side may have more points
O Your side may have a better trump suit
o |t may help partner in the defence

...Constructive



Suit overcalls

O

O

O

O

O

What is an overcall?

One-level overcalls

Respond to one-level overcall - with a fit
Respond to one-level overcall - with a new suit
Respond to one-level overcall - with NT

Two-level overcalls



Can you overcall?

RHO You LHO | Part'r

19 ?

Hand 1
MKQ1052
Ve
®872
$S»A963

Hand 2
MAKQ53

V43
¢ AKO9

&% 1042

Hand 3
® 109742

¥YJ65
¢® Q7
SAQ2

1y

10

Pass




Guidelines for a one-level overcall

o Point range about 8 to 16 HCPs
o A good five-card or longer suit

o Examples of good five-card suits:

KQ432 KQ1098 | AQ864 AQ1094

AJ1086 KJ1094 AK1052 QJ1052




® 86

Overcalls - to help

In defence

W N E S
> 14 14

2 P 24 P

3NT P P

¥YQJos4
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S Q1032
MA105 N D742
YA106 VK5
¢ 1065 w ®AQU943
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SMKQJO93
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https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C3SKQJ93H732DK7C964,SAT5HAT6DT65CAJ87,S86HQJ984D82CQT32,S742HK5DAQJ943CK5%7Csv%7Co%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%201%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C1D%7Cmb%7C1S%7Cmb%7C2C%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C2D%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C3N%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7C

Responding with a fit

o With three or more cards in partner's suit

o Make a limit raise



Responding with a fit

Points Bid

Oto 5 Pass

6to9 Raise to the two-level
10 1o 12 Raise to the three-level
1310 15 Raise to the four-level




Responding with a fit

West | North | East | South

1 19 Pass ?

Hand 4
M 1096

¥VQs4
¢ KJ1065

S Q6

Hand 5

»K5
YVAB52

®K1074
&H654

Hand 6
®» 10974

Q743
SdAQ32

2@

3V

Pass




& AK

¥YQi1064

$876

&J1093
@J54 N @®Q632
¥s2 VJ5
¢ K943 W ®AQJ102
$8654 s & K2

&10987

WAK973

®5

S»AQ7

Overcalls -
responding with a
fit
W N E S
19 19
P 3@ P 49
P P P
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https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C4ST987HAK973D5CAQ7,SJ54H82DK943C8654,SAKHQT64D876CJT93,SQ632HJ5DAQJT2CK2%7Csv%7Cn%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%202%7Cmb%7C1D%7Cmb%7C1H%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C3H%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C4H%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7C

Responding with a new suit

O

O

O

A good six-card or longer suit (two honours)

Or a very good five-card suit (3 of the top 4 honours)
Encouraging

Not forcing

About 8 to 12 points



Responding with a new suit

West | North | East | South

Hand 7
MKQJB32

V52
¢ A85

o J6

1

o 19 [P | 3

Hand 8 Hand 9

®AJ3 ®AJ4L3

VJo VJo

¢ 83 ¢ 83

SKQ10964 SKJI964
oL Pass




Hos8

¥YKO872

¢ 106

H»J762
DAJT N SMKQ10532
YVAQ654 ¥3
¢98 w ¢732
H»AOS S & K54

C Yo

VJ10

® AKQJ54

& Q103

Overcalls -
respond in a new
suit
W N E S
19
19 P 1é P
4 P P P
Pridge bBase
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https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C1S64HJTDAKQJ54CQT3,SAJ7HAQ654D98CA98,S98HK9872DT6CJ762,SKQT532H3D732CK54%7Csv%7Ce%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%203%7Cmb%7C1D%7Cmb%7C1H%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C1S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C4S%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7C

Responding in no trumps

O Points

o Stops in the suit opened



Responding with a fit - recap!

Points Bid

Oto 5 Pass

6to9 Raise to the two-level
10to 12 Raise to the three-level
1310 15 Raise to the four-level




Responding in no trumps

Points Bid
Oto8 Pass
9to 12 Bid 1NT
13to 15 Bid 2NT
16 to 18 Bid 3NT




Responding in no trumps

West

North

East

South

1é4

1@

Pass

Hand 10
®MAQ2
V104
¢® Q1093
S K1032

INT

Hand 11 Hand 12
SAQ2 SKJ2
VJ4 V104
¢ Q1093 ® Q953
S KQ32 S»Q842
2NT Pass




NMQ107
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¢ AKS

H»HQ10872
NO6543 N dAK?2
¥865 ¥Q32
¢3 W ®QJ10762
SJ654 S &9

»Js8

VYVAKJI94

®954

& AK3

Overcalls -
respond in no
trumps
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https://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.html?lin=st%7C%7Cpn%7CSouth,West,North,East%7Cmd%7C2SJ8HAKJ94D954CAK3,S96543H865D3CJ654,SQT7HT7DAK8CQT872,SAK2HQ32DQJT762C9%7Csv%7Cb%7Crh%7C%7Cah%7CBoard%204%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C1D%7Cmb%7C1H%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C1N%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7C3N%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7Cmb%7CP%7C

Guidelines for a two-/level overcall

o Point range about 10 to 16 HCPs
O A good six-card or longer suit

o Examples of good six-card suits:

KQJ876 AQ9842 AKJ642 KJ10862

QJ10852 KQ10976 AQJ853 AJ10642




Can you overcall?

West

North

East

South

16

?

Hand 13 Hand 14 Hand 15
S 102 C X! M K3
Va2 YVAJ10863 ¥WJ65
¢® KJ3 ¢®AQ9 ® AQ987
SKQ10976 1042 & K3

2 2l Pass




How do you continue?

West | North | East

South

w0 | 28 | Fas | 7

Hand 16 Hand 17 Hand 18

N7432 »72 MAQ32

YVAQ?2 YAQ32 V743

® K76 ®AJTH ¢® K76

& Q65 & Q65 & Q65
ONT 3NT 3ée




How do you continue?

West | North | East

South

NEICIE
Hand 19 Hand 20 Hand 21
MA32 ®32 ®Q32
VQ65 VQ65 VvQes
®K76 ® AQ65 ¢® K76
Q432 SAQ42 &7432
3V 4 Pass




Responding to a two-level overcall

Points Bid NT with stops Raise a suit with support

O0to 9 Pass Pass

10to 12 |Bid 2NT Raise to three-level

13to 15 Bid 3NT Raise to four-level




Quiz



Review and Questions

o Qvercall to direct partner's lead
o Qvercall to play the contract
o One-level overcall 8 to 16 points and a good 5+ card suit

O Jwo-level overcall 10 to 16 points and a good 6+ card suit



Playing hands...



Homework
Read book pages:

o 93-95 Summary section 6.6

Next Time
Competing when you have no good suit to bid



