we B2 L0O9 Competing with INT COMMENTARY
A A5 Board 1: Dealer North: Love all
vA932 West North East South
¢A85 INT 24 Pass
*J752 3a Pass a4 All Pass
A K84 AQJ9752 @
v 1086 vK East’s 24 overcall of the INT opener shows a hand with §_
+K763 *QJ2 opening values 11-15 hcps and 5+ spades. 'C_J
“A84 +KQ3 West’s 10 hcps and 3-card spade support make it worth | 2
4103 an invitational raise to 3s. East with 14 hcps, 6 spades <
vQJ754 and a singleton heart can now bid the game. E
+1094 £
* 1096 When South leads ¥Q North must overtake with ¥A as g
he knows that East must hold ¥K. Despite seeing East’s g
HCP Makeable contracts | | sjngleton wK appear, North should opt for a passive ¥2 o
13 . "' ’ '1' ‘ NlT return because opening a second side suit is more likely §
0 14 ST 111 11| to benefit declarer than the defence. o
3 E|-|2]-|4]- &
wl-121-1T4]-1| Onthis hand, declarer clears trumps and loses only two @
more tricks to North’s AA and ¢ A. Contract made.
A 1085 Board 2: Dealer East: NS vulnerable
vQ10543 West North East South
+Q962 INT Db
%4 2% All Pass
AJ96 AAKQ4 =
vo vA82 South’s double of the INT opener shows a balanced hand %
¢103 ¢854 with 16-18 hcps. &
+KJ108752 %63 West’s 2 is a weak takeout showing 5+ clubs but with =
A732 few hcps. With North having only 4 hcps that may well be | —
v KJ97 the end of the auction. S
* AK7 2
%«AQ9 North’s probable lead is ¥4. Declarer can take the trick '%
with ¥ A and then try a club finesse. When this succeeds, g—
HCP Makeable contracts || he can return via AA to repeat the finesse. S
s|o|v|a|NT -
4 N|-|-|3]-]- . . 3
s 14 S NI Ten tricks can be made, losing only &A and ¢ AK. If South :
17 Ela - [-11[-|| doesnottake %A on the second round of trumps, eleven 2
wlal-1-11]-1| tricks can be made by discarding a diamond on dummy’s L

winning spades.
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wellwml B2 L09 Competing with INT COMMENTARY

A65 Board 3: Dealer South: EW vulnerable
vi7 West North East South
+QJ1043 ANT
*A1073 2a All Pass
A KQJ1093 A7 5
v K109 vQ543 West’s 24 overcall of the 1NT opener shows a hand with §_
¢ K85 *97 opening values 11-15 hcps and 5+ spades. East should o
*Q *KJ9865 pass and not make any attempt to “rescue” partner. Z
AA842 £
vA862 When North leads ¢Q South must overtake with ¢ A as B
¢A62 he knows West must hold ¢K, and then return a8 to &
%42 prevent dummy ruffing diamonds. When declarer leads g
#»Q North should suspect that it is a singleton, so he g
HCP Makeable contracts || should win &A and then continue with diamonds. o
olo|v NT 8
8 N|-12]- - . ~
14 6 ST 151 —| Unfortunately for declarer there is no entry to dummy to o
12 El11-12 —| cash club tricks, but he will lose only one trick in hearts to o
wlil-12 —|| just make the contract. @
AKJ8 Board 4: Dealer West: All vulnerable
v7 West North East South
¢+KQ10765 INT 24 All Pass
%&A83
4Q1075 49643 North’s 2 ¢ overcall of the 1NT opener shows a hand with E
vAJ43 VK652 opening values 11-15 hcps and 5+ diamonds. Q
¢®A42 ¢J8 o
K6 «Q74 East does not have a good lead, ¥2 is probably the best E
AA2 choice. When East sees dummy’s hearts, he can work out | £
v Q1098 that partner probably has four hearts headed by ¥Kand | 2
493 that declarer has a singleton. If declarer plays dummy’s ,§°
%J10952 vQ West should play ¥A, otherwise #J, to win the trick g
and then return a passive 3. g
HCP Makeable contracts U
¢ |v]aINTH The missing honours in clubs, diamonds, and spades all 3
13 Nisi3ie 2 sit well for declarer, so that an overtrick is possible. :
14 6 S{3]3]- 2 o
7 E|l-]1-1]1 - &
wl-]-]1 - @
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wellwml B2 L09 Competing with INT COMMENTARY

Board 5: Dealer North: NS vulnerable

West North East South
INT Dbl 26
Dbl All Pass

East’s double of the INT opener shows a balanced hand
with 16-18 hcps.

South’s 24 is a weak takeout showing 5+ spades but with
few hcps. West’s double is for penalties suggesting that
E/W may not be able to make a game themselves but
there is a good chance of defeating 2s.

West’s best lead looks to be &4 promising partner an
honour in clubs. Declarer has nothing to lose by playing
% Q to try the finesse but loses to East’s &K. East should
now lead ¢ A followed by #10; he is asking partner to
lead diamonds back through North’s ¢ Q.

The best outcome for declarer is four spade tricks and
two outside aces for two down vulnerable, -500.

BFP B2 L09: Competing with 1NT Opener

A965
vA854
+Q98
&AQ3
AaQ7 A K103
v K97 vQJ10
410632 ¢ AKJ
*J874 % K1095
AAJB42
v632
¢754
62
HCP Makeable contracts
S| 6| v|a|NT
12 N|-|-]-]-]1-
6 17 S - -] - -
5 E|4(3|1]|1]-
W[4|3(|2|-]1
AA1097
v4
4107643
»KJ8
A8432 AKQ6
v K987 v 106
*2 ¢ KQ85
% Q1095 *A763
AlS
vAQJ532
¢ AJ9
*42
HCP Makeable contracts
| 6| v|a|NT
8 N|-|3[2]1]|1
5 14 S|-12]2|-]-
13 E|1|-|-]|-]|-
W{1]|-|-]-]-

Board 6: Dealer East: EW vulnerable

West North East South
INT 2v
All Pass

South’s 2% overcall of the INT opener shows a hand with
opening values 11-15 hcps and 5+ hearts. North should
pass and not make any attempt to “rescue” partner.

West will probably choose to lead his singleton ¢ 2. East’s
¢ Q will be taken by declarer’s ¢A.

There is no reason to clear trumps because there is no
outside suit to be established. Instead declarer should
look to other suits. The bidding suggests it is probable
that East has &A, but a finesse would work if West has
%Q, so %2 lead to dummy’s &J may be good. West wins
the trick with %A, cashes ¢K, and leads another diamond
for West to ruff. West must lead either spades or clubs,
so declarer can now cash dummy’s aA and &K, then play
4 10 on which he can discard his last spade. Now declarer
will win five of the last six tricks to make the contract.

BFP B2 L09: Competing with 1NT Opener

www.bridgeforpleasure.
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we ww B2 L0O9 Competing with INT COMMENTARY
AQ73 Board 7: Dealer South: All vulnerable
vQ75 West North East South
4]9642 INT
%93 Dbl 2¢ 34 All Pass
AAK82 A 1094 @
c
v KT8 v632 South opens 1NT, 12-14HCPs, balanced. o
¢ A10 483 o
-
K872 «AQ1065 With a balanced 17HCPs, West doubles. Z
AJ65 £
vAJ94 With few HCPs, but a five-card diamond suit, North bidsa | 3
¢ KQ75 weak take-out into diamonds. Artificial methods are _§°
&J4 generally not used when opponents have bid or called: ‘g
“System off after interference”. €
HCP Makeable contracts 8
% | o |v|a[NT|| With a good quality club suit, East takes the contract 2
5 Nf-J111]-]-1| back. ~
17 6 S 1|1 . )
12 Elal-|-Ta]2 &
Wlal-|-14]2 ]
A KQ97 Board 8: Dealer West: Love all
vAlb West North East South
+kQ INT Dbl All Pass
Q753
AJ62 AA108 West opens 1INT, 12-14HCPs, balanced. ]
vQ53 v9742 §
¢ AJ107 ¢42 With a balanced 17HCPs, North doubles. 'C_>
&KJ8 %10964 Z
A543 Neither East nor South has anything to offer. £
v K108 H
498653 .%o
*A2 3
g
HCP Makeable contracts (&)
o|o|vw|a|NT <)
o
17 Nj1|1[1]|2]1 ;"
12 4 S|l1f{1]2(2]1 )
7 el-|-[-1-1- &
v )
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defence should be ready to take a club trick,
more heart tricks and three or four spade tricks.

weliwml B2 L09 Competing with INT COMMENTARY
aJ]105 Board 9: Dealer North: Love all
: ﬁgi 10 West North East South
«KQJ INT All Pass
A AKQ Aa9876
vQ987 vA42 Opening Lead: There is a choice of two four-
432 +98 card suits. The spades are solid. A “second” of
%432 «A1095 8a shows a suit without honours. A “fourth” of
a432 5& shows four or more card suit with at least -
vKJ10 one honour. However, the clubs have a large ~
+A765 “gap” from A+ to 10%. Perhaps un-bid majoris | =
+876 the better idea. 9
HCP Makeable contracts || West takes trick with Qa. Trying the Ka %
% | ¢ |v|a NT confirms four-card suit at East, so Playing the ®
13 Nl-111-1-1-11 Aa establishes partner’s last spade.
11 8 S 1]-]-
8 E|2]-]2]2 When West gets the lead, a heart switch is
Wizl-12]2 avoided to “protect” Qv and to avoid promoting
Kv. The club suit in dummy is poor, so a club
may find a winner in partner’s hand.
a AKQ Board 10: Dealer East: NS vulnerable
: ?r:? 26 West North East South
%5432 INT All Pass
a432 ~J]109
v974 vA102 Opening Lead: There is a choice of two four-
¢ K765 +AQJ10 card suits. The spades are solid. A “second” of
«+KQJ «876 7 a shows a suit without honours. A “fourth” of |
A8765 5v shows four or more card suit with at least ~
vKJ53 one honour. However, the heart holding may =
+98 promote declarer’s heart honour. Perhaps a o
«A109 spade lead is the better idea. ©
0
HCP Makeable contracts|| The defence can find seven immediate tricks. ®
|+ |v |4 NT|| On a heart lead declarer will be forced to play
11 NI1/-12121- Il the Ace providing North as third hand plays
9 12| [S|1]|-]2[2[-]|,. ) .
8 ET-T11- -1~ high. Declarer can only take four diamond tricks
wl-111-1-1-]| before being forced to give the lead away. The
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B2 L0O9 Competing with INT COMMENTARY

a432 Board 11: Dealer South: EW vulnerable
KJ5
: K765 West North East South
*876 INT
A AKQ Aa8765
v876 vAQ43 | AllPass
.:.45}4352 ;2?0 9 West has no attractive opening lead. The least
27109 worst is Aa at least honestly promising the K ]
v1092 and Q. o
+AQJ10 East should signal an even number of cards by | &
*KQJ playing high low. This tells West to play all ©
o v — three honours establishing East’s fourth spade. 3
akeanle contracts
|+ |v|a NTI Looking at dummy East avoids diamonds
. 7 0 ': . i “ -1~ 1| because partner may have the K+. Clubs are a
14 El21- 1212111/ fifty-fifty bet on the whereabouts of the ace.
wl2l-121211]| Hearts in dummy are quite poor, and a lead
may find values in partner’s hand. A heart is
probably better.
a AKQ Board 12: Dealer West: All vulnerable
v876
+K43 West North East South
#5432 INT All Pass
aJ1109 a432
v 1092 v AK5 North has no attractive opening lead. The least
+AQJ10 ¢+7652 worst is Aa at least honestly promising the K
«KQJ %876 and Q. -
A8765 . ~
vQJ43 East should signal an even number of cards by -
408 playing high low. This tells West to play all o
i , S
+A109 three honours establishing East’s fourth spade. (_g.,
e East now avoids a diamond lead to protect the 3
HCP Ma T Cfnt;aﬁ King. The clubs in dummy are weak so a club
12 N1 212 - || lead risks trapping any honours partner holds.
14 7 S{1]|-[2]2]-]| The hearts in dummy are strong so a heart lead
7 El-11]-1-1-1]is unlikely to give anything away. Often it helps
W{-[1]-]-]-

establish partner’s cards.
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»

we B2 L0O9 Competing with INT COMMENTARY
AJ]109 Board 13: Dealer North: NS vulnerable
vQ102 h h
+AJ103 West Nort East Sout
*KQJ INT All Pass
A AKQ Aa8765
v986 vAKJI3 East has two four-card suits to choose from.
+Q42 +98 The spades are solid. A “second” of 7a shows a
%5432 %1096 o
suit without honours.
a432 =
v/54 The hearts have a broken sequence. Lead Av. -
+K765 The Qv is not in dummy. Partner expects Av to | ©
+«A87 show AKQ. If Partner has Qv, they expect AKJ. c_?h
D
P P P——— They play Qv on the Av to show partner where §
sl o|v|a|NT Itis.
0 14 8 ': - i ——r—| If Qv is not played by West, East knows North
v ET11-1212-]|has it. East switches away from hearts, in this
wl1]-]2]2]-]|caseto 7.
West can now cash three spade tricks and
return a heart setting up three more heart
tricks.
a AKQ Board 14: Dealer East: EW vulnerable
986
: 47 West North East South
65432 INT All Pass
a432 aJ109
vK17 vQ102 South has two four-card suits to choose from.
+8765 +AJ103 The spades are solid. A “second” of 7a shows a
«KQJ *A87 suit without honours. The hearts are suitable
A8765 for a 4" highest lead of 3v. Best is probably W
N
vA543 the heart. -
+KQ9 _ =
%109 Declarer’s plan must rely on getting the leadto | o
dummy and leading a diamond, preferably %
HCP Makeable contracts|| twice. He can do this with the clubs. §
3K a [NT
9 N1 ; > 11 || South will get the lead twice, and lead hearts
10 12| [s]1|-]2]2]1]]|again. It's best to keep playing your side’s suit.
9 El-|1]-]-]-
wl-111-1-1-]| Partner will signal for a spade when possible.

It might be a discard showing suit preference,
or it might discourage the red suits, usually
with a low card when following.
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B2 L0O9 Competing with INT COMMENTARY

a432 Board 15: Dealer South: All vulnerable
17
: KQ173 West North East South
*432 INT
a8765 a AKQ
vA543 v986 All Pass
¢A98 542 South has two four-card suits to choose from.
%109 «QJ65 , N "
The spades are solid. A “second” of 7a shows a
aJ109 Y . w
vKQ102 suit without honours. The hearts are suitable Ir:
+ 106 for a 4t highest lead of 3v. Best is probably =
s AK87 the heart. gh
When defenders see the long diamond suit in g
HCP Makeable contracts L 0
< Tolv alNT dummy, they must stop declarer winning many | @
7 NI-121-1-1-]|tricks. Declarer will want the defence to play
8 12| |S|-]|2]|-]-]-]|the Ae early. There are no entries outside the
13 El1]-|-1-1-1| diamonds in dummy. West must not play the
WIL1l-1-1-1-1] Ae on the first round. If East signals his count
in diamonds, West will know that the A+ can be
played on the second diamond trick. Switch to
the 7a, an unbid major.
s AKQ Board 16: Dealer West: Love all
v6543
+AO8 West North East South
+1093 INT Al Pass
aJ1109 a5432
vKQ102 vl]7 North has an awkward lead. The spades are
+KQ10 1763 lovely, but short. There are four hearts but so
%J76 «A54 poor any lead will look like a fourth highest and
Aa876 disappoint. The hand should get the lead four @
vA98 times, so at least can keep leading the hearts -
¢542 hoping for a 4:3:3:3 distribution. 5v it is. S
+KQ82 &
Partner will rise with the Av and seeing a short |
HCP Makeable contracts|| Suit in dummy, return a heart. When declarer §
*| ¢ |v]|a|NT|| takes the trick, partner doubts the hearts.
13 N{2[1[1]1]1
12 6 S{2][1]1]1]1]|| Declarer also has problems. They may well try
9 va “1-1-1-1-||togetthe Ae played, and the defence should

hold it up. When it's forced out, North should
trust that spades will be led eventually, and
lead a club hoping this helps partner by
removing the A.
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