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Secretary’s Report – Bernie Rountree
Bridge Promotion 
Another successful bridge promotion day was held on 23rd August in Stillorgan Shopping centre. This was very well supported by committee and friends.  Leaflets were distributed giving details of local clubs and lessons available. We set up 2 tables and gave demonstrations of Mini bridge to interested passers-by. There was also a game of bridge going on most of the day. Pens, packs of cards and sweets were distributed. 
There was particular interest in lessons. The event was very well attended by locals promoting their own clubs and seemed to be a worthwhile effort for the region.

Meetings	
Our Presidents’ & Delegates’ night was held in Dun Laoghaire Bridge Club on Friday 5th Sept and was well attended with the majority of packs collected. Refreshments were offered to delegates and a game of bridge followed. Two further in-person committee and delegates meetings were held during the year and 1 committee meeting on Zoom. Eastern Region Committee was represented at CBAI Governing Council and Management Committee meetings, both live in Templeogue and on Zoom, and the region was also represented at the CBAI AGM in Waterford in July.

Over 50s Show
ER President and I manned the stand at RDS Over 50s show on 13th March. There was a great deal of interest in taking up bridge. 

New club
The region was delighted to welcome a new beginners’ club, Club Philo Hassett. It is primarily aimed at Novices emerging from Philo’s lessons and Philo offers assisted play on Monday and lessons on Wednesday evenings. The venue is St. Mary’s National School, Sandyford.
 
Seminar/Workshop
We organised a second seminar/workshop on 4th October which was again very popular and booked out immediately. Carol-Ann Cummins presented and her subjects were Overcalling and Transfers/Breaking transfers. A lecture was followed by prepared boards and discussion/Q&A on each topic with a break for lunch. The event was very interactive and attendees completed our survey with over 90% giving an excellent rating and all asking for more of the same. 
Thanks to Carol Ann for her excellent delivery, to all the helpers on the day and to Greystones Bridge Centre.  
Affiliations
The Eastern Region now has a total of 4,543 affiliations and a total of 68 clubs but sadly, the Blackrock Bridge Club did not reopen in September. They were reduced to 3 or 3 ½ tables and found it was not feasible to continue despite the best efforts of their committee. 
Correspondence
There was significant correspondence with club secretaries advising them of upcoming competitions, meetings and events and asking them to encourage their members to participate.

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
Clubs are reminded to ask new members to complete a GDPR form which the club should forward to CBAI. This is a legal requirement and without a GDPR form a club has no permission to hold a member’s personal data.
Club Contact Details
If you haven’t already done so, please send me contact details for your club’s 2026/27 season secretary and president for my mailing list and for the CBAI mailing list.
I also need permission to include new contact details on our website where necessary. You can check current details on this link 

Thanks
Thanks once again to Dun Laoghaire Bridge Club and to Greystones Bridge Centre for the use of their premises for our meetings and events.
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