
Durham Bridge Club

Minutes of the AGM held at 12.00 noon on Tuesday 29th April 2025 at Framwellgate Moor Youth and Community Association.

Present: 19 members

Apologies for Absence: Irene Burns, Joan Compton, Carol and Guy Tritton, Jill Hancock, Keith McKenzie, Rachel Lillycrop, Sue and Ken Goddard, 

Minutes of the last AGM: The minutes were agreed and accepted. 

Matters Arising: The proposal to run an additional bridge session had been actioned and trialled during 2024 but unfortunately the additional session had not proved to be financially viable and had therefore not been continued.

Reports
Chair: The Chair’s report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting. The Chair reiterated his thanks to all members of the committee and especially to Pat Robinson for her beginner teaching sessions which has led to six beginners now playing regularly on Monday evenings. The Chair highlighted that session attendance was slightly down on last year and therefore it was very important to encourage people to join the club. It was pointed out that the drop in attendance was most notable on Tuesday evening sessions with a drop of 50% compared to pre-Covid times. It was suggested that we may need to address the perception that the Tuesday evening sessions were not very welcoming; however some who had attended found that not to be so. It was also noted that although there was a hosting system in place for Tuesday afternoon sessions it might be useful, in addition, to have a WhatsApp group for those looking for a partner. It was also noted that we need to encourage Monday evening players to progress to playing on Tuesday afternoons and for Tuesday afternoon players to be encouraged to play on Tuesday evenings. A further suggestion was made that Monday sessions included a ‘bid and chat’ element where players stated what they understood by a certain bid although not all members were in favour of this idea. Additionally a proposal was made for a ‘come and try Tuesday evening event’.

It was agreed that the committee would discuss the ideas put forward and that a WhatsApp group would be formed for those interested in looking for a partner on Tuesday afternoons.

Treasurer: The Treasurer’s report had been circulated to members with the agenda. The treasurer highlighted that income remained healthy but that expenditure was challenging and that we needed to find around £1000 for the next financial year. 

Membership fees for 2025-6 including student membership.
Following the Treasurer’s report the Chair put forward the proposal to increase the club fees from £156 to £168 per annum (equivalent to £1/month). It was pointed out that the fees charged currently represented extremely good value and that an increase equivalent to £2/month would still be reasonable. However the proposal to increase the annual fee to £168 was passed. It was also suggested that we need to have a financial reserve policy due to rising costs and contingencies and this was agreed. 
It was also agreed that students under 25 would not be charged fees to play at the club.

Election of Officers
It was proposed that all officers would be re-elected with the exception of Jill Hancock who is stepping down and it was agreed that Irina Hendrickx would now become Team Captain.




Presentation of Trophies and Championship Winners

Summer Afternoon Pairs 2024 - Iain Gordon & John Dobson 

Summer Evening Pairs 2024 - John Bernard Portwood & Peter Sykes

Summer Masterpoints 2024 - John Dobson 

Sykes Cup - Iain Gordon & Margaret McCabe

2024 Cansino Trophy - Irene Burns & Joan Crompton

Durham City Trophy - Ann Squires & Richard Cottrell

Winter Afternoon Pairs 2024 - Adrian Darnell & John Dobson

Winter Evening Pairs 2024 - Adrian Darnell & Nigel Martin

Winter Afternoon Champion - Adrian Darnell

Winter Evening Champion - Adrian Darnell

Master Point Club Champion - Adrian Darnell

Summer Monday Evening Champions - Sam & Durga Rao

AOB 
A special thanks was given to Susan Penswick for her work in providing biscuits each week and also for her work as the independent examiner of the club’s accounts.

