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RECENT COMPETITIONS 

It was great to see a decent turn-out of 7½ tables for the Chope Salver at Hamworthy in September 
although our Try a Tournament also held at Hamworthy suffered from traffic problems, clashing with 
the Ironman event in the west of the county.   

Entries picked up again for the Flemmich cup just held at Moreton village hall and the commiƩee     
received the following note of appreciaƟon: 

“We would like to thank you and all the commiƩee for all your hard work in organising the Flemmich 
Cup on Sunday. Also our thanks to the director Hugh and scorer Robin. Having a handicap prize a great 
idea, despite being hard work to organise. 

The event was well thought out. Excellent venue, warm spacious, good parking, easy to get to.   A great 
buffet of excellent quality.    £5 a head, what a bargain!! 

So well run, especially with the added complicaƟon of the handicaps to sort out.   A really enjoyable 
aŌernoon. Thank you.” 

It is the CommiƩee’s decision now to hold more handicapped events.  Does this appeal to you?  We 
should be very pleased to have your thoughts on the maƩer 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
Sunday 4th December  Wessex Cup (Jack High)  Swiss pairs     County hosƟng at Hamworthy 

Sunday  8th  January  Knight & Simeon Cups         County hosƟng at Hamworthy 

Sunday 29th January  Green pointed Swiss Pairs        County online realbridge  

Sunday 12th February   Garden CiƟes Qualifier         Dorset venue to be arranged  

                           The Wessex cup is our last before Christmas - come and join us  

           So we can maintain our smooth running of these events, we are sƟll needing volunteers  

                     to help spread the load of scorers and County tournament directors.      
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 9-HIGH  WINNERS 

 AMANDA & SUE 

FLEMMICH CUP  

   WINNERS 

 MATT & MIKE 

CHOPE SALVER 

     WINNERS 

 JOHN & MIKE 

LUCY NORMAN AND CHARLOTTE BEDFORD   

WINNERS OF THE EBU YOUNG PAIR OF THE YEAR 

and…………..NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN 

   WINNERS OF THE HARDWICK CUP 

   Tim Dunsby and Mike McMorran  

with Robin Wright and  Alan Wilson  



NEWS FROM AROUND THE CLUBS 
There have been some successes and some not so in and around the western edge of the County, 
notably Weymouth who started tentaƟvely mid-September.   Averaging around five-six tables on 
Thursday evenings, it has kept its playing fee down and provides a refreshment break and a host.    
This laƩer  was seen as parƟcularly important since some members when returning to bridge found 
that some of their previous partners had disappeared or wished not to conƟnue playing.    

Bridport, who affiliated to the EBU last spring, offers evening bridge on Wednesday evenings and 
aŌernoon bridge on most Fridays, both at the St Swithuns, Church Hall.  Refreshments provided. 

Sherborne was almost the forerunner of returning to personal bridge on Monday aŌernoons and 
Tuesday evenings with an average of 5-6 tables.   It had  its AGM in September followed by a lively   
dinner and presentaƟons of cups;  most members were re-elected but has a new Chairman in Pip 
Duncan whilst its Monday representaƟve is Carolyn Blake and its membership secretary is CaƟe     
Bartholomew.    It was unanimously agreed how the club would miss the hard work of Peter Gurman 
who with Linda was moving away  from the County.   

Dorchester restarted face to face bridge in mid-September when its new Chairman, Peter Sugden, 
successfully found premises in Poundbury.  Surprisingly despite being surrounded by a good number 
of bridge players in and around Poundbury itself, there has been minimal support so play has been 
postponed unƟl the New Year.    Like many clubs, it took on real bridge very early on and has proved 
very popular.   The club was sad to lose Malcolm Pfaff, a long standing member. 

LiƩle menƟoned is ShaŌesbury club whose Chairman is Lucinda Sunnucks.  Returning to its former 
playing paƩerns in autumn 2021, the club averages 6-7 tables on Monday evenings and/or Wednes-
day aŌernoons in the BriƟsh Legion hall. 

At the eastern end of the County, the Allendale Club at Wimborne was the forerunner in encouraging 
bridge online first with BBO and later with real bridge.  It also had its AGM in September where its 
Chairman, Robin, who had served on its commiƩee for a good many years, stood down and is yet to 
be replaced.  A hard act to follow.  Many of you may not know that Robin is our DCBA webmaster 
and so if you have news of import, please let him know.  Allendale conƟnues with its determinaƟon 
to play face to face duplicate on Mondays as well as rubber bridge on Tuesdays but sƟll plays online 
Tuesdays and Thursdays as well as a gentle event on Tuesday aŌernoons.    Mike Jackson is their    
capable Secretary. 

Christchurch, who like Dorchester, lost its venue during lockdown conƟnues with its real bridge     
sessions on Monday & Wednesday evenings and Thursday aŌernoons.   It has found a venue at St 
Ambrose Church Hall, Westbourne for Friday aŌernoons; contact Peter Craven for further details.  
The club was very sad to lose Ken Roberts, one of its stalwart commiƩee members. 
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BRAVING THE WORLD OF THE EBU’s COLOUR POINTED & NGS SYSTEMS 

There may indeed be some players who, despite regarding themselves as good club players are wary of 
entering one of our County events because of our referencing it as a  blue point, green point, 9-high, 
Jack-high event.   Should you be bemused by these various designaƟons, read on ... 

The EBU has two ‘ranking’ schemes intended primarily to help players judge their progress and            
improvement; and secondly to help rank compeƟƟons so that players can judge the event they are 
looking at entering in. 

Firstly master points:   Master points are ‘points’ you gain every Ɵme you do well in a bridge game.   If 
you win a club duplicate session you might gain 30 master points (the exact number depends on the 
number of tables).   Then there are master point ‘ranks’, so once you earn enough master points, you 
move up the ranks.   The lowest rank of ‘Local Master’ requires only 100 master points, and the top 
rank of ‘Premier Grand Master’ requires 120,000 which you will agree requires Ɵme and dedicaƟon! 

Then, as you progress to aƩain the higher ranks you don’t just need a large number of master points, 
you also need special master points called ‘Green’ points.  The regular master points you earn in your 
club game are someƟmes referred to as ‘black points’, but most oŌen are stated without any colour 
designaƟon.   There are two other types of master points which can be used to move up the grades: 

Blue Points:     in principle, blue points are given for county level compeƟƟons, where players from 
across a County or region might enter.   Clubs are allowed to run two blue pointed events a year, but 
essenƟally blue points can be considered as at ‘regional’ or County level. 

Green Points:  in principle, green points are  given for NaƟonal events, in which players from across the 
Country might enter.   Each County is allowed to run a certain number of green pointed events a year, 
but most green pointed events are run by the EBU themselves. 

One thing to note about master points is that they are never taken away, you can only ever go up the 
ranks.   The same is not true of the second ranking scheme, the ‘NaƟonal Grading Scheme’ or NGS, 
more about which is featured in our next newsleƩer.   

An important thing to note about both ranking systems is that no-one is ever excluded from playing 
against stronger opponents, but someƟmes stronger players are prevented from playing against weaker 
opponents.  An event adverƟsed as ‘Blue pointed’ or ‘Green pointed’ means that these higher level 
master points are given in that event, and likely to aƩract more experienced players;  less experienced 
players are never prevented from entering.   On the flip side you will see events referred to as 9-high, or 
Jack-high.   This refers to a NGS grade, and is a ceiling on who can enter.    

       …………………………………………..          MORE TO FOLLOW          ………………………………………. 

    Worry not about what colour banding our events are; the main thing is to come and 

      enjoy a good aŌernoon’s bridge with like-minded players.  See you at the Jack-high  


