Minutes of the DBA Executive Committee Meeting Tuesday, April 7, 2026, 2025 on Zoom – the meeting opened at 10am.
1. Officers & Members Present 
Jacqui Munns (JM) chair, Jeremy Childs (JC), vice chair, Neil Marsden (NM), treasurer, Liz Timbrell (LT), club liaison, committee members Sheila Ferguson (SF), Bill Luscombe (BL), Joe Pitt (JP).
2. Apologies Mike Hamon (MH)
3. Minutes of the last DBA meeting held on February 17, 2026
These have been circulated to the committee and are already on the DBA website.
4. Treasurer’s update 
There have been 77 transactions since the last meeting. The current account balance is c. £9,770, an increase of c. £3,000 on last month, which is predominantly due to Devon County Congress entries coming ahead of costs incurred, along with entries for the Devon Pairs, the MiniTD course and the No Fear Bridge Pairs event in May.
The overall balance is c. £38,550, including the deposit account balance of c. £28,780.
The recent MiniTD course generated a surplus of c. £50. 
5. DBA AGM 
This will again take place on Wimbledon Men’s Final Day, which is Sunday, July 12, 2026 at 11am on Zoom.
Action NM to prepare the accounts for the year ending April 30, 2026. The accounts will then go on the website along with the agenda and last year’s minutes, at least four weeks prior to the AGM.
5. Reports from around the county 
(i) The Don Pearson Memorial Charity Teams blue-pointed team event, hosted by Exmouth Bridge Club, took place on Saturday, March 28, 2026 with 11 tables. Congratulations to the winners, Tom Good & Betty Golding with Bill Oke & Doug Dunn. The event raised over £500 for Rowcroft Hospice Care. 
This is the third annual event; each event having been organised by a different club.
Action JC will ask Newton Abbott Club, a club with a close affiliation to Don, if they would like to take over the running of the event in the future.
(ii) North Devon players David Southcombe & Carmen Ruiz-Castell won the Plate competition at the Fuengirola International Bridge Tournament on Sunday, March 29, 2026 and are featured online and in print in the local paper, see HERE.
6. Subcommittees 
(i) Devon County Congress (DCC) subcommittee
Currently, 52 pairs and the equivalent of 22 teams have signed up.
The DCC subcommittee met on the 17th March and discussed the following 
Tournament Director With numbers rising, it was agreed that a second TD would be required, and it has subsequently been confirmed that George Delafield will assist Jeremy. 
Host NM will be the non-playing host on the Sunday. Arrangements for the Friday and Saturday are yet to be decided but it was felt that a playing committee member or members could take on that role as required. JC’s wife will also act as a caddy. 
LT has offered to be non-playing host for the pairs next year.
Hotel The hotel has requested menu choices for those who are having dinner in the hotel. SF has sent out an email request.
Dealing BL will liaise with local clubs to access a dealing machine and will deal 10 sets of boards.
Prizes Cash prizes will be the same as last year and will be signed for by recipients.
Paperwork SF has already printed the score booklets. JM will arrange printing of the Hand Records.
Tables & Equipment BL will bring tables, tablecloths, name slips, bidding boxes and Bridgemates, NM will bring a second set of Bridgemates and spare batteries, JM will bring table numbers & the hand records.
Trophies SF to investigate the whereabouts of the trophies.
On the Weekend SF and NM will set up the room on the Friday afternoon.
(ii) North Devon Congress subcommittee (JM, SFo)
The North Devon Congress took place on the weekend of Friday, February 27 to Sunday, March 1, 2026 and was a success. There were 25 tables for the Swiss pairs and 26 tables for the Swiss teams. Congratulations to the winners of the pairs, David Southcombe and Carmen Ruiz-Castell, and to the teams’ winners, Harry, Theo, Sally & Sam Anoyrkatis. More than 50% of attendees went home with a prize. 
Full accounts are awaited, but the congress made a good surplus.
(iii) Devon Competitions subcommittee (JM, JC, BL)
Devon Premier Pairs This competition took place on Saturday, March 21, 2026 on RealBridge with eight pairs competing. The top three pairs, Brent Wormald & David Southcombe, Alex Maddocks & Stefan Lindfors, and Bill Luscombe & Norman Bottom will all represent Devon in the EBU Corwen Trophy in Telford on the weekend of May 30 & 31, 2026. The entry form has been completed and the DBA has paid the £72 pp entry fee.
The committee agreed to pay 45p mileage allowance for up to three vehicles.
Action JM to write to all three pairs.

Club Teams of Eight Exeter, the winning team at this event, have now confirmed that they are unable to field a team in the EBU Garden Cities Trophy regional final on May 9, 2026. Taw Vale, the runners up, will therefore represent Devon in this competition. Due to travel difficulties, the team have been allowed to enter the online event. 
Action JM to enter the team and the DBA to pay the entry fee of £302 once the club has submitted the players. 
Pachabo 2026 The runners up team of Jim Grant, Alex Maddocks, Stefan Lindfors & Rob Lawy are due to represent Devon in this online EBU competition on the weekend of June 13 & 14, 2026. Stefan will be the captain, but we are awaiting the full team lineup, which can include four to six players.
Action JM to ask them for the team lineup and encourage them to field six players.
John Woolcott Weekend 2027 – 
Many thanks to LT for investigating possible venues for a F2F JW event in 2027. 
The Exeter Court Hotel has been identified as a possibility, with the hotel provisionally booked for the weekend of January 9 & 10, 2027. 
The cost of the venue is £360 per day, and the space could accommodate a maximum of 18 tables. The break-even figure for the pairs and (blue-pointed teams) would be c. £20 pp per day if we had 18 tables, and c. £25 pp per day if we had only 10 tables. Entry fee would include a light lunch each day with tea/coffee, and the Sunday Teams would also be the qualifier for the Pachabo, as it was this year.
However, there is a financial risk associated with using such a venue for the first F2F JW event in many years, without any guarantee of getting enough tables to go ahead or break even. Alternatives include using a cheaper venue, for example Victoria Park or another club venue, or keeping the competition online.
This was discussed with the intention of making a decision in the meeting. However, while it was agreed to run a Face2Face event, there was no clear consensus on the best venue and it was agreed that more discussion is needed.
Action JM to discuss with MH, LT to approach the hotel for their cancellation policy.
Western League With one match to go, Devon A and B teams are in first place, and the C team is in fourth place. The final match is on Saturday, April 11, 2026 against Dorset, and the winning teams in each division will be invited to play in the National Inter-County League Final on RealBridge on Sunday, June 7, 2026.
Selectors Update Our selectors are yet to identify a third selector as their first choice has now declined to join them. They confirm that they are making progress with selecting the team for the Tollemache qualifier in November although their first-choice pairs are unable to commit at this stage. It was felt that a third selector should be appointed as soon as possible and it was agreed that JM would ask MH if he would consider the role.
(iv) Teaching & Transition subcommittee
The first one-day MiniTD course took place on Sunday, March 29, 2026 at the Victoria Park Club, Exeter, and was a success, with all 12 places filled. Attendees were evenly split between those from affiliated and non-affiliated clubs. The course made a small surplus.
There will be a second MiniTD course in the autumn, date TBC.
The next No Fear Bridge Pairs will take place at Victoria Park on Sunday, May 3, 2026. There are currently 18 players signed up, with capacity for a maximum of 11 tables. 
(v) North Devon Bridge (NDB) subcommittee 
[bookmark: _Hlk184462376]The next seminar by Brent Wormald will take place on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at the Barnstaple Library, with just nine signed up so far.
The next Filleigh event will be the Charity Swiss Teams for the Dartington Cup on Sunday, May 10, 2026, with nine teams signed up so far.
7. Future Meetings 
[bookmark: _Hlk209418535]The next DBA executive committee meeting will be on Tuesday, June 23, 2026 at 10am on Zoom.

The meeting ended at 11.10am.

