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REVERSING 
 

A reverse bid is when you rebid a higher ranking suit than the one you 
opened or bid a new suit at the 3 level (sometimes called a high reverse). 
By rebidding a higher ranking suit you force partner to give preference to 
a higher level so need compensating extra values, 16+ points. Similarly, 
when you bid a new suit at the 3 level you are also committing your side 
to a high level and is therefore game forcing. 
 

W       N      E       S                      W        N        E         S 
1D      P      2C     P                      1S        P      2D        P 

               2H                                                3C 
 
Generally it is better to rebid NT indicating 15-17 rather than reverse with 
5-4-2-2 or 5-4-3-1 minimums and shortage in partner’s suit. Therefore 
only reverse with these shapes when you hold extra values so at least 18 
points. 

 
Here you are north so how do you rebid after partner responds? 

♠AQ106                ♠J1065            ♠Q                      ♠KQJ97 
♥6                         ♥J6                  ♥AK98                ♥A5 
♦KQ754                ♦AQJ87           ♦QJ1065             ♦4 
♣AJ9                     ♣K4                ♣A32                  ♣AQ1054 
 
 N     S                   N    S              N    S                  N      S 
1D   2C                1D   2C           1D    1S               1S    2H 
2S                        2D                  1NT                      3C 
 

16 points so             Only 12 points    Not ideal but      Strong enough 
fine to reverse.         so just rebid D.  shows 15-17.     to game force. 
  
Here you are south so how do you respond in the above auctions? 

♠87                       ♠543               ♠J6432               ♠82 
♥AJ10                   ♥K76              ♥QJ102              ♥KQJ985 
♦53                       ♦932               ♦AK3                   ♦J84 
♣KQ1082             ♣AQ109          ♣5                       ♣K9 
 
3NT, you have the   Pass, partner     3H, show your      3H,rebid the suit 
unbid suit guarded   is minimum        5-4 shape             to show six cards. 
Summary: In fact hands strong enough to reverse on are fairly rare and 
its just a matter of not reversing unless you have the values. 
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