
Congleton Bridge Club – Directing notes 

Cancelled Calls out of Rotation – Pass 

If the Director is reading this then they will have already ascertained that: 

1. The call out of rotation has not been condoned by the offender’s LHO 
(by making a call before attention was drawn to the infringement); or 

2. The correct player has not called before attention was drawn; and 
3. The LHO has chosen not to accept the pass out of rotation and it has 

been cancelled 

Note this only applies to ‘natural’ passes; ‘artificial’ ones are classed as 
bids. 

1. The Director repeats the penalties or rectifications, if any, which the 
offending partnership are subject to. 

If the player whose turn it was to call is: 

a. the offender’s RHO: 
PENALTY 

• The pass must be repeated at the offender’s next turn to call 

b. the offender’s partner: 
PENALTY 

• Offender’s partner may make any legal call which does not 
contravene the laws on Unauthorised Information; and 

• Offender, at his next turn to call, may 

o Make a ‘comparable’ call without further rectification 
‘Pass’ will nearly always be comparable 

o Make a ‘non-comparable’ call, in which case 
▪ his partner must pass on their following turn; and 
▪ if the offending side become defenders, then declarer may, 

at the offender’s partner’s first turn to lead, prohibit the lead 
of any one suit not specified legally in the auction by the 
offender; the prohibition continuing while the lead is 
retained. 

c. the offender’s LHO: 
This can only occur if it was the offender’s first call in the auction.  
Otherwise it is treated as a ‘change of call’ 
PENALTY 

• Identical to section b. above. 

2. The auction reverts to the player whose turn was missed. 

Rarely: if, as a direct result of the infraction, the offenders gain then an 
adjusted score may be awarded. 

All information gained by the non-offenders regarding the offender’s hand 
and the rectifications to be applied are ‘authorised’ and can be used, at 
their own risk. 



Congleton Bridge Club – Directing notes 

Notes 

The rectifications in 1b and 1c opposite can continue some way into the next round of the 
auction and maybe into the play.  If the Director can stay and supervise it helps. 

Examples with East as Dealer 
In all cases the pass out of rotation is cancelled as it has not been accepted or condoned. 
 
1. East is Dealer - South passes: 

The bidding reverts to East.  Whatever call East makes South must pass.  Thereafter the 
only player who may be restricted in their action is North. 
eg E says nothing S pass (cancelled) 
 E 1NT (12-14)  S pass (enforced) W pass N  ?? 
 
Without the infraction N would know that South didn’t have any of those weaker major-
orientated hands which might compete over a weak NT.  Now S could hold such a hand 
and this makes bidding, particularly a major, more likely to be successful.  If North is fairly 
weak, making ‘pass’ a logical alternative, then probably it is the only legal action. 
 

2. East is Dealer - West passes 
The bidding reverts to East.  East now knows that his partner does not have an opening 
bid and the UI restrictions apply to East. 
Eg  East Holds  SKQxxxxx H- DKQxxx Cx.  This is not the time to decide that a 3S 
opening would be legal. 
 

3. E   1C S  1S  W  2H  N  2S 
E 3H   W  pass (cancelled) 
  S   3S    W  pass (enforced) 
 
West must pass even if a competing 4H would be the obvious action. 
East ‘knows’ there is a possibility that West would have competed, making a 4H bid more 
likely to be successful. Unless (unlikely) pass or other action are not logical alternatives 
then 4H would be illegal.  If 4H is chosen from logical alternatives and is successful then 
the TD should adjust the score.  Probably in this case to the likely (weighted?) result in 3S. 
 
Note for the unscrupulous:  If West had decided to bid 2H on a hand that was really far too 
weak then a deliberate pass out of turn would stop the auction getting too high.  Such 
action, if done deliberately, would be highly unethical and subject to severe punishment by 
the Tournament Organisers.  The Laws do not wish to accuse person’s of cheating so they 
use the phrase “could have known at the time of the infration [that it could be 
advantageous]”.  In this case the TD could adjust the score without accusing anyone. 
 

4. East is Dealer – North passes 
The bidding reverts to East: 
      N pass (cancelled0 
E 1H S   1S/2S ?? W   2H  N ?? 
 
If South has a hand that might make a simple overcall or possibly a weak jump overcall 
(logical alternatives), then the latter might prove more successful given that North is known 
not to have an opening bid.  In this case 2S would be illegal so South chooses 1S - 
continuing: 
      N pass (cancelled0 
E 1H S   1S  W   2H  N ?? 
 
If North doesn’t wish to silence partner on the next round then he must find a comparable 
call (although he is at liberty to choose a non-comparable call if thought advantageous) 

• Pass – comparable as all hands which pass would have passed as opener 

• 2S – comparable as all hands that bid 2S would have passed as opener 

• 3S/4S or any forcing bid – not comparable as some of these may have opened 


