
RETURN TO THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

1. Introduction. 

a. Under our Constitution our Objects clause is to “provide facilities 

for playing Duplicate Contract Bridge”. During this exceptional time 

we have been obliged to find different ways of fulfilling this 

objective. However, the primary aim of the Club and the Committee 

is to provide facilities for playing duplicate bridge at our HQ being 

the Colden Common Community Centre (CCCC). Under current 

government policy we are prevented from doing this but it is 

expected that this bar will be removed on 21st June.  

b. Your Committee considers that the possibility of returning to play at 

CCCC as soon as possible and prudent should be investigated. This 

paper sets out the conclusions of your Committee. In reading on we 

ask that all our members recognise the long shadow which has been 

cast by the pandemic and accept that there is no perfect solution. 

c. In recent minutes of the Committee, you will have read that we 

intend to return to CCCC on Tuesday 22nd June. This is of course 

subject to members’ acceptance of this and the way in which we 

will do so as is set out below. 

d. We set out the parameters of our return in 3 sections: 

i. How we will play our bridge 

ii. What are the requirements of CCCC. 

iii. What we expect of our members (and their guests). 

e. In preparing this paper your Committee has considered various 

documents published by the EBU. Our Club is not a member but it is 

clearly important and relevant to consider these. We have done so 

but what follows is specifically for our Club, our Members and our 

venue. 

2. How we will play our bridge. 

a. Duplicate bridge is played round a table, indoors and with common 

equipment. This makes it impossible to play face to face (F2F) under 

the guidelines we have all become used to over recent months. 

What follows is what we believe is the most acceptable way of 

combining the objective of playing F2F with safety in doing so. 

b. We are fortunate in two material respects. First, that our Club 

meets only once each week and second, that we play in a high 

ceilinged hall with good space and storage facilities. 



c. One of the prime objectives must be to avoid sharing of equipment 

where possible. For the various items of equipment we use we 

suggest as follows: 

i. Bidding boxes. Each player will have their own bidding box 

which they will carry with them throughout the play session. 

Bidding boxes will be placed on the table (see below) before 

commencement of play. Each player must return the box to 

the storage crate before leaving CCCC. Because the boxes are 

in use only once each week it is not thought necessary to 

designate each box for more than each session. 

ii. Boards and Cards. We now have a Dealing Machine and the 

boards and cards will be prepared at least 4 days before their 

use. However, duplicate play does involve the movement of 

the cards and boards from one table to the next. It does of 

course also involve the movement of players. It is the opinion 

of the Committee that the latter dictates a commonsense 

approach to the former. Hand sanitiser will be made available 

and should be applied at each move. In conjunction with 

other recommendations below it is believed that, if we are to 

play F2F at all, this is the best way. North is responsible for 

placing the boards into the storage case at the end of play. 

iii. Travellers. These will not travel. North will retain a traveller 

for each table on which the agreed scores will be recorded for 

each board. It will be important that North specifically agrees 

the traveller entries with East. At the end of play North will 

place the traveller into the box provided. The scorer should 

take suitable precautions when handling these. 

iv. Personal Scorecards. These will be placed on the table at the 

commencement of play and must be taken home. 

v. Table slips. These will no longer be needed. The scorer will 

use the table layout published on the morning of play under 

4b(v) below. 

vi. Tables. The Club is purchasing new and more manageable 

tables. These will be set up with cloths on at the greatest 

possible distance apart. 

vii. Chairs. E/W players should move with their chair. Players 

should note that, when signing up to play (para. 4.b.v. below) 



members are able to select a N/S axis. It is accepted that 

there may still be physical difficulties for some members and 

the Director of the day will be tasked with providing 

assistance where needed. 

d. Practicalities. 

i. Setting up. The room will be set up by volunteers using 

gloves.  

ii. Movements. So far as possible Mitchell movements will be 

played meaning that E/W pairs will move round the room in a 

clockwise direction. 

iii. Table money. There will be no collection on the day. As we 

have for online duplicate, we will keep a record and ask for 

payment on a periodic basis. Members will be asked to pay 

for their guests. 

iv. Moving. It is very important that players do not move until 

specifically asked. Moves will take place only when the last 

table has finished playing. Players should move directly to 

their next seat. Only when the physical moves are complete 

will the boards be passed by North to the next table 

anticlockwise. 

v. Catering. For the moment we will not provide any 

refreshments. However, players may bring their own and a 

break of 10 minutes will be taken about half way through. 

Players should not leave their table during this time. 

vi. Putting away. Aside from the specific requests set out above, 

this will be handled by volunteers. Players are asked to leave 

CCCC as soon as their table has completed play. 

vii. Toilets. Players must abide by the rules of CCCC. Rather than 

use the catering break to use these facilities and to avoid 

congestion, players should try to take the opportunity to use 

the toilet facilities when they are dummy or finish quickly. 

3. CCCC requirements:  

i. Members are required to enter the Gloucester Hall via the Fire 

Exit door and exit via the door next to the stage.  

ii. Queues should be avoided in the toilets.  

iii. The kitchen will be used by the nursery school and not by the 

bridge club in the first instance. 



4. What we expect from members and guests. 

i. At the end of the day each player is responsible for their own 

health and safety and that of other players. Your Committee 

does not feel it is right or appropriate to impose any specific 

obligations. However, it is our expectation: 

a.  That only those who have been vaccinated should play and/or 

b. That players will take a lateral flow test on the morning of play. 

ii.  Equally, and subject always to government or other guidelines, 

it will not be a requirement that players wear facial protection. 

They may of course choose to do so. 

iii. It is to be hoped that players will bring their own antibacterial 

wipes and hand sanitiser. 

iv. Guests will be welcomed but members must bring this paper to 

the attention of their guest who should confirm in writing that 

they have seen and agree it. 

v. Anybody who wishes to play on a Tuesday should add their 

name to the list on Find a Partner by Monday evening. Subject to 

specific requests for a pair to sit N/S for practical reasons, which 

will be accommodated where possible, starting positions will be 

assigned by random draw and sent to all players by 10.30 on the 

morning of play. For those without internet access and for 

anyone else who wants to check the full table plan will be 

available at the Hall affixed to the entrance door. 

vi. All players are responsible for following these “rules” and those 

of CCCC.  

 

            PLAY IS ALWAYS AT YOUR OWN RISK 

 


