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April 2022 

News from the Committee 
John Pyner 
It is with deepest sadness that we report the death of John Pyner on Saturday 2nd April.  John will be known to all 
our members who played at the club before he and his wife Maggs moved to Norfolk a few years ago. John had 
been a member of Coventry Bridge Club for 47 years, and our Chief Tournament Director for many of them. He 
continued to play online from his home in Norfolk and latterly from the hospital where he was receiving 
treatment. He will be sorely missed by all those that knew him.  We send our condolences to Maggs and their 
families. When we have further information, it will be on the website. 
 
The Griffins   Starting on Monday 9th May and running alternate weeks until 15th August. 
Although we had hoped to start this event with 7 teams, 13 pairs have signed up, so we are going ahead with 6 
teams, and hope to attract another pair or 3.  Pam has emailed all players who have signed up suggesting their 
team-mates. When you come it is important to come as a team of 4 so there is no half table. However you do not 
play with your team-mates, as teams will be drawn on the night. As it stands we have one ‘spare’ pair who will be 
available to ‘sub’ for missing pairs. If you need them or want to play contact pamwhitehead68@gmail.com  
 
Café Bridge – We are really pleased to advise that we have 20 pairs signed up to play – so the event will go ahead 
as planned on Wednesday 27th April 2022.  We have one spare player who will sub for an unexpected player 
absence  on the day, but it would be really useful to have another couple (perhaps a pair) willing to standby.  
Fingers crossed players won’t be struck with Covid or anything else nasty, but it’s better to be prepared for such 
an eventuality.   We can host another table in each venue but that will require another 10 pairs to sign up, if you 
have been hesitating, but would now like to play, let Val Waugh val.waugh1@gmail.com know and she can put 
you on the waiting list. 
The itinerary for the day along with a map of city centre car parks and venues will be sent out to you all before the 
day.  
 
On-Line UNDO policy – A few members have asked about our policy on UNDOs.  In short,  there are times during 
the auction where an UNDO can be legitimately accepted (if in doubt call the TD first).  But during the play there is 
no obligation to accept an UNDO, and by asking for one you are potentially putting your opponents into an 
uncomfortable position.  So please ask sparingly, do not be offended if the request is turned down, never ask if 
you had a change a mind, and be careful about misclicking on the wrong card.  Think before you click.  Click below 
to access the policy https://www.bridgewebs.com/cgi-
bin/bwx/bw.cgi?club=cnwbc&pid=docs_Undos%20Policy.pdf 
 

Tuesday Bar Arrangements – the bar normally closes on weekdays at 10.00pm. We made arrangements to 

extend the closing time to accommodate bridge members on Tuesday evenings when face to face play re-started. 

Could players and TD’s please be aware that last orders will be called at 10.15pm.   Once Godiva is permanently 

set up for bridge there will be less table moving, and getting to the bar in good time for drinks should be possible.   

 

Easter arrangements – Saturday 16th- Our Directors are willing to run a session on Easter Saturday – thank you 

Sue, Mick & Debbie.  Monday 18th – the on-line session will not be running as our regular TDs have other 

commitments, but they will be back on 25th April. 

 
Martin Lythell – Martin has decided to step down from the committee, but remain as our lead duplicate director, 
supporting the club in whatever way he can.  We are very grateful to Martin for all the sessions he runs, as 
without his input we wouldn’t have been able to start playing regularly at the club again last July. 
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Other Bridge information 
 

Donations to CNWSC Charity – as the Charity’s financial year comes to an end, thanks go out to those members 
who have continued to make a donation in lieu of all or part of their table money.  Over £1,000 has been donated 
this year and Pam will be reclaiming the Gift Aid on the donations of those who agreed to this last year. 
 
Covid – We continue to ask members not to attend the club if you feel unwell or have recently been in contact 
with someone who has Covid. Please let Ann know should you contract Covid after playing in a face to face 
session. 
 
Saturday morning – Table numbers continue to grow for this duplicate event, thanks to our Directors Sue 
O’Gorman, Mick Smith and Debbie Page for continuing to organise this session and for remaining calm in the face 
of adversity when there was no electricity a few of weeks ago.    
 
Friday Night Bridge – after long consideration, the Committee decided not to start another evening duplicate 
session at the moment.  With the Griffins starting in May, it was felt too early to run another session as we don’t 
wish to dissipate current session numbers.  Thanks to Mike Adams for all his work in contacting possible players. 
We will be looking at this again in a few months time. 
 
Coffee Machine 
Unfortunately, the wrong coffee was sourced for the machine in the breakout area.  It is hoped that this will be 
sorted soon and then it will be up and running – hooray!!!   
 
EBU Senior European Trials 
On Friday 11th – Monday 14th we welcomed players to Coventry for the England Senior trials.  We heard that the 
EBU were very pleased with our facilities and we hope this will lead to the Club hosting future events. 
 
Financial Statement        
Remember that you can see your balance in the Members’ area of Bridgewebs. Please check this regularly and 
make necessary payments in advance of your account going overspent.  

 Payments to Coventry & North Warwickshire Bridge Club; sort code 60-07-40; A/C 50564676.  

 Email pamwhitehead68@gmail.com with any queries, or call her on 07881952115. 

 

News from the Charity 
 

Great British Dig – Medieval Mystery in Coventry    

Members may be aware that this archaeology program investigates history in people’s back gardens.  Last 

October they were looking for the medieval Biggin Hall in and around Biggin Hall Crescent and the pub and set up 

the ‘Finds’ tent on our tennis courts.  If you are interested in local history it will be shown on More 4 on 9th May 

at 9.00pm https://news.coventrysociety.org.uk/2021/10/06/hugh-dennis-joins-stokes-big-dig/ 

 

The AGM and Members’ meeting was held recently, the Bridge Section still require and very much need a 

Trustee to represent the interests of bridge on the Trustee Board.  If you are interested, please contact Pam on 

pamwhitehead68@gmail.com and she will have a chat with you about the role. 

 

Club Open Day. Thank you to all who came to support the open day on the 3rd April; although we didn’t enrol any 

new members or students in bridge, those who came and played in the bar had a good time.  It was great to see 

the club so busy, and several new members were signed up for various sports. We have some bridge fliers 

designed by the EBU, if you have anywhere to put some or know anyone who might like a leaflet or flier, please 

let Ann know and she will get some information to you. margaretannridgway@gmail.com 
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Griffins Trophy
Alternate Mondays:  May 9th to August 15th

Format:  Handicapped Teams of 4
Suitable for players of all standards; anyone can win.

• Although you turn-up with another pair,  your teammates for each session are 
drawn at random (but never the same teammates twice).

• Players are handicapped to level up the field
• Teams awarded 0 to 10 Griffin Points depending on your position in each 

session. If you miss a session it doesn’t matter,  but you score no Griffin Points.
• The pair with most Griffin points at the end of the series are the winners
• Each pair’s 5 best scores over the series count
• Substitute players readily permitted – but you constitute a new pair.
• Circa 24 boards each session.
• Non-handicapped scores are NGS-ed and eligible for EBU Masterpoints.
• Charge:  £4:00 per session for club members.    £5 for visitors; £1 for juniors & 

full-time students.     One free session for first pairs to pre-register.

A gentle and fun introduction to IMP scoring and teams bridge.

Cash Prizes:  Winning pair: £40;    
Runners up £20;     3rd place £10

Enquiries: Ann Ridgway:   margaretannridgway@gmail.com
Graham Cope:  graham.a.cope@googlemail.com

TD in charge: Martin Lythell, assisted by Graham Cope & Alf Cowdrey

7:00pm   Coventry & North Warwickshire Bridge Club             (8 sessions)



 

 

  

 

Additional pairs will of course be welcome to enter when we 
start in May, but will not be eligible for the free 7th session.

• To determine viability advanced entries are required from 14 pairs (combined 
to make up 7 teams),  by March 31st 2022.

• Late entries can be readily accommodated when the competition starts.
• The 28 players who sign-up early will be:

• given their 7th session, free of charge
• charged for at least 5 sessions whether they play or not

Pair Player 1 Player 2

1a

1b

2a

2b

3a

3b

4a

4b

5a

5b

6a

6b

7a

7b

Griffins: Early-bird Entries

Although pairs 1a & 1b turn up as team 1, their actual teammates for each session 

are randomly drawn. Likewise other pairs & teams.


