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News 

Our AGM on 11th November was very well attended and everyone enjoyed the free wine and 

bridge session afterwards. More importantly, David Jones was awarded Life Membership for his 

long service to the club. Maggs Pyner spoke of his huge contribution and many successes since 

he first joined Coventry Bridge Club in the 1960s: 

“I have known David for over 50 years and his achievements during this time in the field of bridge 

have been immense.  He gained a Grand Master rank at a very early age and played for England 

on several occasions alongside winning many national and prestigious, major tournaments. He is 

one of the best players that we have had in our club and his son Martin is clearly following in his 

footsteps. 

David worked for the English Bridge Union for many years achieving the status of becoming one of 

their top directors. (National Director) running major tournaments for the EBU around the country.  

He also ran the Overseas Congress for several years with his wife Marilyn. His relaxed style and 

friendly demeanor made him a very popular TD on the bridge circuit. 

This Lifetime Membership award which we are presenting to him today is for David’s long and 

dedicated service to Coventry Bridge Club. He was involved on the committee for several years 

becoming president for many of these and helped guide the club in our new move to Coventry and 

North Warwickshire when it became impossible to continue in our old premises in Spon Street. 

His support and patience with up-and-coming players in the club is admirable and I owe him a 

great debt for teaching me in my early years as a player. But last and not least for being such a 

gentleman and a role model of how to behave at the table. David has been a great asset to our 

club and we are proud to present him with this award.” 

Table Money - AGM attendees gave the Committee the consensus to discuss raising the table 

money. The agreement reached is to raise it by £0.20 from January 1st, 2026. I think I speak for 

everyone when I say this is a good compromise after listening to the views of members at the 

meeting. In these inflationary times this increase is much overdue, but necessary. 

Christmas Buffet Lunch & Bridge – Monday 22nd December at 12 noon. All welcome. If you 

intend to come but haven’t put your name on the list would you please do so.  If you are intending 

to bring a contribution to the buffet please note it on the list so we will have a balanced spread.  

New Year Party to be Sunday 25th January starting at 5.30. We will have a two course buffet meal 

in the function room, followed by a fun evening of bridge. Partners who do not play bridge are very 

welcome to join us for the meal. If you wish to attend, please make sure you put your name down 

on the list pinned to the Notice Board.  You will be pleased to know we have managed to keep the 

price the same as last year at £20 for the meal and bridge with prizes galore!  

There will be no Three Spires Session in January because of the party. 

Coffee Profit – We are looking at building a lockable cupboard to house all our refreshment items. 

Stuart Beamish getting building quotes. Our first purchase with the coffee profit was a new jigsaw 

puzzle board which makes it easier to keep the puzzle intact when being moved. It’s a pleasure to 

have a jigsaw to lose yourself in for 10 minutes when sitting out. 



Gentle Bridge on Wednesday evenings - I’m delighted to be able to report that due to its 

success we have arranged for gentle bridge to be in our large bridge room in future. With six 

tables the side room can be rather cramped. 

Wednesday Evening On-Line Bridge – This is the opposite – our numbers have gone down of 

late – is there a reason?  If you have not tried it yet, then please have a go.  On these dark, chilly 

evenings it’s great to be able to sit at home and play bridge with a tea/coffee or something 

stronger to hand.  

Teaching & Recruitment 

Book 1 - Friday mornings, 10.30 – 12.30 – Term 2 will begin on Friday 9th January. 

Book 2 - Monday Evenings 6.45pm – 8.45pm – Term 2 will begin on Monday 5th January. 

I have to thank our Chair, Ann Ridgway who not only teaches both of these sessions voluntarily 

but has such a great way of teaching bridge that our membership remains buoyant. 

Intermediate lessons: Graham Cope is planning on holding some more early next year.  When 

we announce dates it is important to come along and support. 

Christmas Opening – please note there will be no bridge sessions on the 24th and 31st 

December. 

EBU Masterpoint Promotions - Congratulations to the following club members who have gained 

Masterpoint promotion in November 

Mei Tso     County Master 

Pak-Hin Lee    Premier Regional Master 

Emily Miles      Club Master 

Faye Castling-Morey   Club Master 

2026 Saturday Host Rota – As we have hosts for January and most of February, I will leave 

badgering you all until the New Year 

WhatsApp Group 

Mary Wood is now administrator for the Coventry Bridge Club WhatsApp group. This is a very 

useful tool for members who are looking for a partner for a particular session, or have an urgent 

message to convey. If you are not a member and wish to join please contact Mary on 

07921773636. 

All that’s left for me to say – on behalf of your Committee and TD’s you are wished a Happy 

Christmas and peaceful and contented New Year 

 

 


