
Clare Duplicate Bridge Club                                       

Virtual Committee Meeting 30 June 2020

Agenda
No

Actions

1 Present:  Sarah Farr; Jenny Price; Joyce Wood; Nina 
Holmes; John Hooper; John Symons; David Goodliffe, Will 
Pavry; Nick Kerry

2 Apologies: None

3 Treasurer’s report:  attached.  Some members have not 
yet paid subscriptions.  At the meeting it was agreed that 
SF would send an email to members to remind them about 
this.  However, subsequently it was agreed that because of 
the extraordinary circumstances caused by COVID this 
year, that we would give all members a “payment holiday”.  
Anyone who has paid could hold this over for next year, or 
could request a refund from Will.  DG asked whether it is 
necessary to be a member to play online, but this is not the 
case.

4 Monday Nights: BBO bridge club: all players pay $3 per 
session. The EBU is asking for £4 per table – Peter Bushby has 
explained that 70%, then 60%, then 50% comes back from the 
BBO to the EBU.  We also pay the EBU 40p per player for the 
match.  The Club is making a small profit overall.  However, the 
overheads are reduced as we pay no hall rental, board fees or 
refreshments.

We have 5 virtual bridge directors – David, Paddy, Nick, Jenny, 
Peter Bushby.  Teething issues have now settled down.  Robots 
are now being used to make up a full table in case of a half table,
and also to replace a player if they drop out for some reason until
they can return.  Sarah raised the question of whether they 
should be used as partners. Jenny pointed out that this cannot be
stopped. It was felt that the committee would prefer that it did not 
happen.
Jenny offered to run the electronic partner finder – this will be 
achieved by email sent to club members.   Jenny will work in 
partnership with Jenny Morley, who will continue to take partner 
request also.
Sarah will tell club members to use 'partner finder', not robots.

JP
SF (1)



5 Club engagement: As she feels that the club may not restart 
until perhaps, April 2021, Sarah would like all club members to be
contacted.  The club list will be divided between committee 
members who will give virtual play support, if wanted/ needed.
Jenny pointed out that BBO offer an assist facility, where can 
practise with robots.  We could also use Zoom to help players 
use BBO.
It was suggested that we could revisit 'Bridgebites'.
Jenny will speak to directors of other BBO clubs, to suggest 
exchange of director so that they can play in their own club match
sometimes. JP (1)

6 A Deputy Webmaster:  A need has arisen for support for Jenny. 
Sarah asked Nick if he would be prepared for the role; he agreed.
He will liaise with Jenny. NK/JP (1)

7 AOB: Nick suggested that 'bridgebites, could be that one hand is 
taken from that night's play and an analysis circulated to the club 
– One Hand Wonders.  SF to investigate with trainers. SF (1)

8 Date and Time of Next Meeting: Sarah suggested that we have 
a Zoom meet about every six weeks, and she will organise.
                              

SF (1)


