
Clare Duplicate Bridge Club                                       

Thursday 3rd June at 16.30pm
Kindly hosted by John Hooper

Agenda
No

Actions

Present:  Sarah Farr; Nick Kerry; Will Pavry; Jayne Hunnable;
Nina Holmes; John Hooper; Gerry Ford; John Symons

      1. Minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

      2. No matters arising so the minutes can be signed off. SF

      3. Chair’s Report- Sarah reported that the club is taking part in 
the ECATS Summer Charity Pairs 5-9th July which supports 
Kidney Research UK and British Heart Foundation. 
All agreed.
Nick has taken over running the website and agreed to 
advertise this on the website and keep in contact with Richard 
Evans and Chris Rickard who are the SCBA’s webmasters.
He will alert them to our various bridge events.

Sarah welcomed Gerry as Treasurer Elect and Jayne as 
Secretary.

NK

     4. Treasurer’s Report – All agreed

     5. Andrew Robson – 28th October 2021 2-6 pm. Afternoon Elite Master 
Class.  Max 60 participants.  To be held in Lavenham Village Hall 
instead of Assington VH as it was felt it was more spacious so 
therefore more C-19 safe.
Cost of the hire is £250
Tickets are to be £40 per head to include finger food, a glass of wine
and light refreshments.
A.R. is only happy to go ahead if there are no mask wearing or 
social distancing rules in place.  His charge is £750
John H has already booked the venue.
Gerry and Jayne to liaise regarding the food.
Discussion took place re help in the kitchen.
John S will speak to Steph who has previously helped at Assington 
VH.
Sarah asked John H to check with Lavenham VH for our 4th Feb 
2022 daylong A.R. teach in.

GF/JEH

JS

JH

      6. Clare Swiss Pairs 2021 ran at a loss sadly however the club 



can soak it up without a problem.
Next year’s date is Sunday 8th May. John Hooper was asked 
by Sarah to book Lavenham VH from 8.30 am until 7pm and to
liaise with Sarah and Will on the matter.

JH

      7. Members playing with Robots.
Much discussion took place with various opinions being expressed, 
ending in a vote where the majority favoured NOT to allow members
to play with one on our club nights.
Sarah to alert our directors.    
                          

SF

8. Purchasing Zoom Professional.
In light of the hopeful return to some sort of normality on 21st 
June it was decided that the club did not need to purchase a 
subscription at this time.

9. Planning for a return to F2F bridge in the club.
Much discussion took place with all its complexities amid the 
C-19 crisis and how to proceed forward.
There are possible issues with insurance, Clare VH restrictions
if any, will players want to return and how should we manage 
all the safety protocols needed….
It was decided to wait until we knew more on the possible 21st 
June return to ‘normal life’ news before making any plans. 
However, it was thought best to delay opening the club for 
normal business until at least the autumn. Sarah will email the 
club with this news.
Further discussion at our next meeting.
Currently only about 50% of our regular members are playing 
on our BBO Monday evening club night.
There is a myriad of reasons for this.
Is there a future for winter online and summer F2F bridge?
Could we merge the 2 on the same night?
How can we encourage them back?
It was thought it best to sit tight and see what other clubs are 
going to do!

SF

10. Moving Clare BC to Sudbury?
Gerry proposed that the club could move to Sudbury and was 
willing to look into possible venues. This is deferred for now. GF

11. A.O.B.
Director’s fees
JH proposed an increase from £20 to £50 per evening but it 
was felt the current amount was sufficient.
We have only offered payment since April 2021 and Conor is 
the only one to claim this so far.
Will was asked to work out how many sessions each Director 
has been on duty and how much we owed them. Will to liaise
with Sarah about this. WP



Nina brought up that Anne Davis is not receiving club emails 
even though she is a club member and had previously asked 
to be added to the list. Nick was asked to look into this and 
rectify accordingly. NK

12. Next meeting will take place once again at Bridge 
House,Lavenham on 8th July at 4.30pm


