Clare Bridge Club
Minutes of Clare Bridge Club Committee meeting held at Centuries, the Street Assington on 13th January 2026 at 12.00pm
Those in attendance: J Symons (Chair), A Clifft (Sec), M Ellison, P Routley, J Hooper, M Morris, P Starling & G Ford.
1. Apologies for absence received from E Farr. 
2. Minutes for the committee meeting held on 14th October 2025 were approved. 
3. Reports.
 Clare Christmas party went well and G Ford was thanked for hard work in bringing this about. The cost was £1200.00 and ran at a loss.  It was agreed that it  would be better to advertise it more prominently on the website next time in addition to leaflets and announcements at Lavenham.

Team of Eight were successful in December and as the winning team, they have been invited to represent Suffolk at the national event held at Richmond later in the year. JS will look to raise a team for this.

Swindon online: JH reported since 01/04/2025 a total of 35 different players have been involved with 29 playing more than once. GF reported that in his conversation with Swindon, it is possible to register to play  as late as 1845hrs on the Monday that they play.

4. No future matches have been arranged.

5. Treasurer’s report:  Current balance is £8200.00 which includes receipts of £3000.00 for the Andrew  Robson teaching day  which should raise around £1000.00 for the club and £1500.00 from receipts from the Wednesday teaching session. Main expenditure has been £2400.00 from the Clare and Lavenham parties. £10.00 was agreed as this coming year’s cost of membership

6. Robson: So far 81 participants have signed up for the teaching session. Roles  and responsibilities of committee members in attendance were discussed and agreed upon. It was generally agreed that coffee should be made available prior to the event and JH offered to find out whether a local company could offer this service from the car park.

7. Lavenham: Has been very successful but concerns have been raised regarding excess numbers and the need for splits. Table storage is a major issue, caused by the presence of a large grand piano in the storage room. It is hoped that the piano will soon be removed and taken to Milden Church who have expressed an interest in having it.

8. Swiss Pairs: A date set for 7th June 2026 has been agreed. GF reported  that the last time the event was held a loss of £760.00 was made due to catering costs. The entrance fee was £17.50. It was agreed to increase the fee to £20.00. JS is to enquire about a subsidy for the event from Suffolk Bridge.

9. Teaching at Lavenham. JS reported it was going well

10. Clare Director’s Rota: Following concerns raised by PS, Maggie Ellison has kindly agreed to take on the responsibility for the  Director’s rota at Clare.  

11. Sims:  The two dates  are 02/03/2026 and 05/10/2026 .


Dates of Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 1030am to be held at Centuries, the Street Assington,  for the next committee meeting, and Friday 24th April at 1.00pm held at Lavenham Village Hall  for the Annual General Meeting were agreed.
 The meeting was declared closed at 1.30pm.

A D Clifft (Secretary)




