IT IS common to hear an expert learnedly
quoting the ‘principle of restricted choice’
to explain why he has just taken a ‘wrong
view’. Since it seems quite an abstract
concept the lesser player rarely argues
back. The most dismissive counter-attack
1 ever heard was from a life master who
described the concept as ‘a load of non-
sense’. Actually the word wasn’t ‘non-
sense’ but the Editor might do a little dis-
creet censoring if 1 could remember the
actual word used.

The principle of restricted choice isn’t
that difficult, and it is not nonsense.
Consider this hand played by West in 64:
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North leads the #2, and dummy’s #Q
loses to the #K. South returns the %],
taken by dummy’s #A. When the #K is
cashed South plays the #4 and North the
#Q). Spades are continued and South fol-
lows with the #5, Decision time. Do you
finesse the #10 (playing North for the 4Q
singleton) or play your #A (hoping North
started with #Q ] doubleton)?

You could consider North’s carding
habits. Suppose you believe North would
always woodenly follow suit to the 4K
with his lowest card. In that case you can
be fairly certain that North started with
the #Q singleton.

On the other hand suppose you think
North is one of those smart Alecs who can
always be relied on to falsecard with the
() from #Q] doubleton. In that case you
have no clue as to whether North started
with #QJ doubleton or #Q singleton, so
you are on a guess.

At worst it is 50/50. At best it could be
nearly 100% to finesse. It seems to be
right to take the finesse.

Of course an expert North will try not
to be predictable. From #Q] doubleton
sometimes he will play the 4Q and some-
times the #]. However with just the #Q
singleton he would always have to play
it! Therefore, although #QJ and #Q are
almost equally likely he would have had
a choice not to play the #Q with the for-
mer holding. The principle of restricted
choice says that if as a result of his play-
ing an honour card you can play a
defender for various holdings, it pays to
assume he didn’t have a choice of which
of touching honours to play.

However you look at it, you should
consider it to be about twice as likely that
North started with the singleton #Q than
with the #QJ doubleton! So you finesse
the #10, North showing out, and draw the
last trump with the #A.

Now you need four heart tricks. You
might try cashing a few trumps in the
hope that a defender discards foolishly
but they both stubbornly cling to their
hearts, giving you no clues. When you try
the YA, North follows with the ¥3 and
South with the ¥4. Next, on the YK North
plays the ¥5 and South an interesting
¥10. Now on the 2 North shows the ¥6.
Which heart do you play from dummy?

If South had started with ¥J104 he
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would have had a choice of the ¥10 or ¥]
when you played the YK. If he had ¥104
doubleton he would have had no choice.
It is correct to take the finesse.

It is often said that a little knowledge is
a dangerous thing, as declarer found on
the next hand:

‘& K7

4 64

¥ AKS86 @ v 753

4 64 ¢ AKQ98
* AK?9

& 76432

Playing in 3NT after East had opened
1# he received the lead of the 42 and won
trick 1 with the #K. Needing four dia-
mond tricks for his contract he cashed the
¢ A at trick 2 and South followed with the
¢10. Knowing the principle of restricted
choice he returned to his hand with the
YA and finessed the 49. South won the 4]
and the roof caved in!

Was declarer unlucky that South had
¢]10 doubleton? Not a bit of it. In fact
South didn’t have ¢]J10 doubleton - he
had 4]J102 and had succeeded in conning
declarer.

The point about this hand is that 10
singleton and #J10 doubleton were not
the only possible holdings for South. It is
almost mandatory for South to falsecard
with #J10x in order to give declarer a
losing option.

It is important to realise that the princi-
ple of restricted choice applies only to
touching honours. In this hand West s in

3NT:
& K7 & AR
¥ 643 YA
+ AQ32 ¢ 7654
® AK76 % QJ108

He "vins the lead of the #Q with his &K
and f.messes dummy’s %10, losing to
South’s ¥Q. Another spade-is returned to

dummy’s #A and although declarer cyn
temporise by running four roungs of
clubs he will have to decide whether his.

ninth trick will come from a second
finesse or a diamond finesse. heart -

Here it is clearcut to finesse hearys.
with the ¥Q and YK South would have

had a choice of which to play. Assume he
didn’t have the choice.

This hand seems similar but is very
different:

& K7 AS-ih
¥ 643 Y AQu
¢ AQ32 ¢ 7654
& AK76 & Qjus
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Again West is in 3NT and on winni
the #K at trick 1 he finesses the ¥10,
losing to the ¥].

Now there is no clue as to who holds
the YK. The point is that the YK and ¥]
are not touching cards.

Finally:
s KJ103 & A94
Y AQ v KJ-od
¢ KQ32 ¢ J10654
& AQ] & K109

As West you are in 6NT after the fol-
lowing bidding sequence: 2NT-4NT-6NT.

The lead is the #5. You win the #K and
drive out the A, winning the club retum
with your #Q. North started with 487,
and when you cash the clubs you can't be
sure whether he started with three clubs
or four.

After this bidding sequence it was
predictable that North should choose a
passive lead. Suppose North started with
rubbish in each black suit. Why should he
have chosen to lead clubs rather than
spades? The principle of restricted choice
suggests you should assume he didn't
have this choice, so you might do best to
play North for the #Q.

by Bob
Rowlands
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What do you bid with:

a) 410872 YQJ10752 43 &73
b) &KkJs2 we3 +Q10743 #93
C) #AJ9BI WKQ1072 4K3 L]

Answers:
‘awef o) buio)
S1 pue (adeys g/ 1sea) je) Jayns OM
Buoss e sayduwy siy) Buippig-ena Aq Mou
uonenys Buio) sweb e ayeain o} JANRE
Il UBnoua eq jou Ajains m s woiy A
“euad syl pue 2 o} uns jum Asy e ANl
$%00} 1 Inq eignop pinoa noA — INZ (@
"I Puy o) wiay o} ynoypp i axew
PINOUS Siy} — asaymawos joenuod poal
e af:;& Aiqeqoud syueuoddo au.u,-03=

‘8L 1xau Jayaq mouny
urebe spiq seuyred 7|q'a.|oos g':o::‘:;l..
O Aexijun s1 1Ny Buissed g Aysid — A2 (@




