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Time to Support Your Bridge Club!  

It’s that time again: Time to pay your 2025-26 dues of $60. Your dues allow us to have a 

dedicated space, offer games 6 days and/or evenings every week, host social bridge (see 

below), and provide lessons to bring new players into the game. Dues pay not only for the 

space but for fun things like occasional parties and regular snacks, as well as necessities like 

insurance. Your dues may be paid in cash or check given to the director at any game, or by 

Venmo. If you use Venmo, please let a director know in person or send email to 

chicagoduplicatebridge@gmail.com so we’re sure to get you on the paid-up list. Deadline is 

November 30, after which nonmembers will be charged an additional $2 per game.  

 

**November 2-9 –STaC** 

**Tuesday, November 11 – Mentor/Mentee game at 6:30 pm** 

**Tuesday, November 18 – Board meeting at 5:00 pm** 

**November 24-26 – Stardust games (Gold MPs)** 

**November 27 – CLUB CLOSED** 

**December 9 – ANNUAL MEETING at 5:00** 

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Sat – Open Games at 12:00 pm F2F+ 

Monday, Wednesday – Open Game at 6:30/6:45 pm on BBO 

Tuesday, Thursday – Open Games at 6:30 pm F2F+ 

Friday – 750/NLM Games at 12:00 pm F2F 

 

mailto:chicagoduplicatebridge@gmail.com
mailto:chicagoduplicatebridge@gmail.com


Staying in Touch 

chicagoduplicatebridge@gmail.com is the best way to reach us.  

+Reservations for Tuesday and Thursday games please. Email David Schroeder at 

dave8459@yahoo.com for Tuesday evening games; use the reservation system (see below) for 

the Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday games. Please RSVP each week if you plan to attend the 

Thursday afternoon game as well as the evening game. 

Beginning Bridge Lessons! 

Our lesson series is going great guns: 22 people showed up for the first day, and some of the 
learners have joined us for supervised play on Friday mornings. One brave soul showed up for 
one of the evening games. He was overwhelmed at first, but found the group welcoming. The 
lessons on October 18 were cancelled because of the No Kings protests, so the remainder of 
the series schedule has been moved back a week. It’s not too late to join for anyone who has 
any very basic understanding of or experience with bridge. Certified instructor Les White, 
shown below leading the group, takes students through the beginning steps. Players can 
attend alone or with a partner. Then beginning November 15, lessons on additional topics will 
be available weekly. 
 

                                   
 
Each of the four 2-hour Learn Bridge in a Day® lessons will be repeated at least once. The cost 
is a flat $15 per day.  
  
Saturday, November 8, 2025 – Lesson 4 & Supervised Play 
Lesson 4 – And Even More Bidding & Responding – 11:00 a.m.  
Supervised Play – 2:00 p.m. 
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Board Meeting November 18 

Any member is entitled to attend meetings of the CDB Board. The next meeting is scheduled 
for November 18 at 5:00, prior to our usual Tuesday evening game at 6:30, should you choose 
to play as well. Agenda items will include a financial update on the first months in the new 
space, as well as a report on the results of the new lesson set and plans for continuing 
education. 

Annual Board Meeting and Election: Volunteers Needed 

The Annual Membership meeting for CDB will be held on December 9 at 5:00. Board members 
Matthew Dyer, John Miller, and David Schroeder have volunteered to serve another two-year 
term but we need one more person to fill out the 9-member board. Board members Susan 
Gauen, Pat Miller, Cory Perkers, Jackie Snuttjer, and Marjorie Zolla have another year to go on 
their current terms. Don’t think that you haven’t been around long enough to serve; we 
always need the perspective of new players and anyone with ideas about how to grow the 
community. If you are interested in joining the Board, please let Board president Dave 
Schroeder or any other current Board member know. 

Board duty is not onerous; we have occasional meetings, usually prior to an evening game, and 
there’s usually pizza provided. Much business is conducted online and by consensus. The club 
is in a period of (re)growth and exciting changes—it’s fun to be a part! We really need 
someone with expertise in online communications to maintain our website and online 
presence (X, insta, FB). If you are interested in serving on the board, please let a current board 
member know. And if you have questions, feel free to discuss with any current or past board 
member. 

Don’t Want to Do Stairs? 

As we live in our new space, we are figuring out all the little details that make it fit our needs. 
Some players have commented that if you park on Level 2, there are 7 steps to negotiate to 
get to and from the club. Here are three different things you can do if stairs are a problem for 
you. (1) Have someone drop you off and pick you up out front. (2) Park in one of the 
handicapped spaces if you have a permit. They are right when you pull into the garage. (3) 
Park on Level 6 and take the elevator or ramps down to Level 2. There are NO stairs to get 
from the garage to the building on Level 6. 

Game Reservations 

CDB is encouraging reservations for all games, including the Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday games. We will still offer walk-ins and guaranteed partnerships at all games, but the 



reservations help if you are planning to play as a single, if you are running late, or if there is 
concern about whether a game will launch. 

Please use the following link. You may need to enter your email address or ACBL number to log 
in: https://www.bridgewebs.com/cgi-bin/bwor/bw.cgi?club=chicagodbc&pid=display_month . 
If you cannot get it to work, email the director or club and we will sign you up. If you want to 
start from the home page, use the following procedure: 

1) Select “Results” under “Upcoming Games” from the main menu on the left. 
2) Select the game you want to attend. You may need to move the calendar to a following 

month. 
3) If you need a partner, select “Partner Required.”  
4) Enter your name. When you leave the site, your request will be registered. 
5) If you have a partner, select “Reservation Requested.” 
6) If you are asked for your name or ACBL number, enter that. 
7) Insert your partner’s name in the box that comes up. 
8) Select the direction you prefer, N/S, E/W, or any. 
9) Select “Add reservation.” 

Day Game Starting Time  

To help people beat rush-hour traffic, all day games now begin at 12:00. Please be on time. If 
you are coming but hung up in traffic, please let your partner or the director know. We will do 
our best to accommodate you. 

Restroom Keys 

There are public restrooms on our level. A key is required to enter. You can find the keys on 
chains on a table near the club entrance. Walk out of the club, turn right, and walk straight 
ahead. Please replace the keys on the table when you return. 

Upcoming Special Games 

ACBL continues to load the calendar with yet more opportunities to win “pigmented” 
Masterpoints at the Club. The StaC games the first week of the month all offer Silver points. 
And at the end of the month, we will host another set of Stardust games, offering some Gold 
Points.  

November Mentor/Mentee Game on the 11th 

The month kicked off with our popular mentor/mentee game, held on November 11th at 6:30 
pm, F2F. Our evening games use a signup process; email dave8459@yahoo.com or use the 
online reservation system. Every month it is important to let Dave know as soon as possible if 
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you plan to attend the mentor/mentee game so that he can ensure that we have enough 
mentors for all the mentees. 

Mentor night is intended to be nurturing, and we always hope to see many of you there. And 
there’s a bonus every month: Director Dave Schroeder bakes a treat—cookies, brownies—
whatever strikes his fancy. I/N players are welcome, regardless of whether you have a partner. 
But it is important to register with Dave in advance, either by email or through the online 
system, and we will find you a partner. If you have a partner to play with, great; again, please 
let Dave know in advance. Mentors: If you are available, email us and we will match you up. 

Sunday NU Games  

Sunday games will be held at the Evanston location on November 2nd and 9th. For further 

information, check CCBA. 

Solo Players 

All games now guarantee partners, so if you feel like showing up for a game at the last minute, 
you should do so. But the best way to find a partner or help us find one for you is to use the 
online reservation system described above. As always, the further in advance you let the 
director know, the better your chances of finding a compatible partner. 

 
Facebook Coordinator Wanted 

Chicago Duplicate Bridge has a dormant Facebook page. If you like doing Facebook and 

Instagram, please contact Matthew to become our Social Media coordinator. 

 

New/Intermediate Players: 
 Lots of Ways to Improve Your Game!! 

CDB offers at least three avenues for improving your bridge game: 

• Friday Supervised Play and limited game, 

• Social bridge, and 

• Kibitzing. 

Friday Supervised Play and Game. Come join us at Teach and Learn on Fridays at CDB. We 

often have new players who come with little to literally no bridge experience. Don’t be afraid 

that you are “too experienced” or “too new” to benefit from joining the group. If you are 

looking for more chances to play in a limited-MP game, consider joining our Friday afternoon 

750/NLM ((non-Life Master) game. The atmosphere is relaxed and supportive. And, as they 



say, a good time is had by all. Players who dressed in costume on Halloween even got a free 

game! 

                                                  

L to R: Birder Pat Miller, Queen (and card creator) Nancy Purcell, Don Santoski, and Eileen Collison. 

CDB offers Supervised Play at 10:30 on Fridays for $5, followed by a short break for lunch and 

a shortened (usually 18- or 21-board) 750/NLM game at 12:00. This game now regularly has 4-

6 full tables, so there’s a nice spirit of friendly competition. But you do NOT have to attend 

the Supervised Play to join the game. If you come to both, there is no charge for the 

Supervised Play. This is a great way to practice and see the rules you have learned in actual 

use. It’s also a great way to meet potential partners, so don’t be afraid to come without a 

partner arranged in advance. Please let us know whether you will be attending Supervised Play 

and/or the game by contacting Barry Little in advance at barrylit@gmail.com. 

❖ Supervised Play 
o Friday F2F  
o 10:30 am 

❖ 750/NLM games 
o Monday, Wednesday, Friday F2F if demand allows 
o 12:00 pm 

❖ Mentor game 
o Monthly, first Tuesday evening of the month unless otherwise noted  
o 6:30 pm 

❖ Brief lesson 
o Thursday prior to 12:00 game 

Social Bridge. The best way to get better at bridge is to play, play, and play more. If you want 
noncompetitive practice with real boards and hand records to check yourself against, get a 
group together and come play in our back (lessons) room. Any time that a game is scheduled, 
all members or lesson participants are welcome to bring a group and use our space and tables 
for practice. You can even enjoy our snacks. 
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Kibitzing. “Kibitzing” has always been part of bridge. You get to peek over the shoulder of an 
“expert” and if there’s an appropriate time, you can ask them questions about their bid or play 
of the hand. The etiquette is to approach the table and ask, “Would you mind a kibitzer?” 
Most players will not object, but not everyone is comfortable being watched. If the player 
objects, find someone else to watch.  

Most of the better players would take it as a huge compliment if you chose to watch them. 
You will get to see different bidding ideas and thought processes and play techniques. Plus 
you’ll see that even top players make stupid mistakes. Many would love to be asked why they 
played or defended a hand certain way. Watch a variety of people, and you will see why bridge 
is so interesting—people do different things. 

Kibitzers are supposed to watch only one hand before moving to a different table. In practice, 
the southwest kibitzer will watch both the South and West hands. Kibitzers should be invisible 
and maintain a poker face. The player you are watching may choose to open 1S with only one 
spade for strategic reasons. If you gasp, frown, or shake your head, then you have just ruined 
the hand for everyone. Just don’t. Basic rule: Be polite. 

  

Fall Tournaments 

November is a heavy tournament month, but after the first week in December, the holiday lull 

begins. So now is a good time to try your hand (pun intended) against a wider field. There are 

many opportunities within a day’s drive of Chicago. The list below is current for Illinois, 

Indiana, Wisconsin, and eastern Missouri, but if you have an itch for tournament play, check 

the listings at http://tournaments.acbl.org/.  

❖ LaCrosse Sectional 

o November 12-14 

o Unalaska, WI 

❖ Turkey Bowl Silver Sectional 

o November 21-22 

o Geneva, IL 

❖ Indianapolis Fall Sectional 

o November 21-23 

o Indianapolis, IN 

❖ Fall NABC 

o November 27-December 7 

o San Francisco, CA 

❖ Winter Madness Sectional 

o December 5-7 

o Madison, WI 

http://tournaments.acbl.org/


Rank Advancers 
Congratulations to those who advanced in ACBL rank, as reflected in the latest data release 

from ACBL. Gabriel Collado and Emil Nielson, Junior Masters; David Brown, Club Master; 

Eileen Collison, Sectional Masters; Alec Sun, NABC Master.  

 

Player Achievements 

Congratulations to these players for success in face-to-face games held during 
October at the club! All games Open unless otherwise noted. I/N denotes 750/non-Life 

Master game. E denotes Evening game. I denotes Individual game movement. 

 

Congratulations to these players for success at nearby tournaments!  

 

65.00% - 69.99% 
10/1 Kay Whitman, John Miller 66.51 

10/7 E John Miller, Aida Sulayman 66.67 

10/14 E Steven Wang, Matthew Dyer 67.13 

10/20 Carl Nelson, Abigail Nichols 65.00 

10/22 John Miller, Marjorie Zolla 67.56 

10/24 I/N Caryl Miizhari, Patricia Miller 68.06 

10/27 Neel French, David Brown 65.97 

10/30 E Ron Attreau, David Brown 65.50 

Northwest Indiana Sectional 
October 3-5 

Michigan City, IN 
Friday Afternoon Open Pairs  5A,2B,2C Mai Phan, Bob Lenet 

Saturday AM Open Pairs 4C Mai Phan, Marcia Peterson 

Saturday Afternoon Open Pairs 3C Bob Lenet, Mai Phan 

Stan Subeck Central States Regional  
October 16-19 

Deerfield, IL 
Thursday Open Pairs 4A,3B Mark Stein, James Abbott 

Saturday Open Pairs 
2X 
2Y 

Matthew Dyer 
Alec Sun 

Sunday Open Swiss Teams 
2A 

3A,1B 
 

Aleksander Lishkov 
Griffin Stewart, Matthew Dyer, Ranmit 
Pantle, Manmit Pantle 



 

6A,2B 
6B 

 
2C 

Mark Stein 
Paul Prez, John Miller, Carole Greene, 
Joseph Tomlinson 
Alec Sun 


