
Bill Gray grew up in the Shetland Isles then went to university in Aberdeen.

Being a physicist specialising in optics he came to Leicester to work for Taylor Taylor Hobson. Due to his expertise in the speciality he was invited to be a director of a new lens coating company.  

He was brought up playing rubber bridge and, having joined the County Club, he admitted he had to learn that bidding was something more than a chore before the real game started.

In 1980 he asked Peter Halford to join him as a partner; they became part of the first team in 1981 and played there for 32 tears. Also playing for the County Second team.  Bill won many club championships - Woodier, Hammersley, Staines, Buckby and Don Smith.  With Peter he won the LCBA Wilde Cup, Leicestershire Cup, the Joyce Cup and the Gimson and they were invited to represent England in the annual Corn Cairdis (a friendly played alongside the proper international match) against Ireland in Cork.

He was a gentleman to play with; never critical, very considerate and always asking how he could have helped to avoid mistakes.  33 years with the same partner is probably good evidence of that. 

He leaves his wife, Anne, four sons, one daughter and grandchildren.


