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End Plays

BP LO5 End Plays NOTES

This is a general term for plays of the last few tricks by
declarer to ensure maximum tricks. There are two common
strategies: “eliminate and throw in” and “squeezes”.

Squeezes

In a squeeze, the defence have potential winners in
different suits. Declarer plays (“cashes”) long, winning
suits, forcing discards by the defence, until they must play
guards or winners. Declarer leads the “over discarded” suit
hopefully “dropping” (forcing the play of) the potential
winner. These plays are hard on the memory, but it is
always worth running long suits rather than conceding as
the defence may get it wrong.
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Eliminate and Throw in

Sometimes declarer finds he has a good run of tricks in
three suits, but the fourth one is “frozen”. A frozen suit
typically has honours distributed across all four hands. Any
pair leading that suit usually concedes a trick as the fourth
player gets to win the trick or to have his/her honour
promoted.

Declarer’s winning strategy is often to cash in all the
obvious winners, running the defence out of cards in those
suits, and then give the defence a trick in a suit other than
the frozen one, so that the defence are forced to lead the
frozen suit.

© Nicky Bainbridge Aug-23 Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice.
www.bridgeforpleasure.co.uk Page 2 of 5 Last saved by Rugby Village Bridge Club 8 August 2023




'y
If o

7 e BP LO5 End Plays NOTES

In this example, the contract is 6, and the lead was Ke,
obviously from KQ. Declarer takes the A e, clears trumps,
takes Av, Kv and ruffs the third heart in hand. Thus,
Hearts and Trumps are “eliminated”. Declarer “throws” the
defence in (forces them to take a trick and lead), by playing
a Diamond. Defence is now forced to either give declarer a

“ruff and discard” in a red suit or lead the frozen club suit.
Job done.

Declarer Dummy
AAQJT6DH4 AMKB8732
v A3 vKbH4

¢ A4 ¢ 53

% K109 * AJ6
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Look out for this type of situation — hearts are trumps, you
can afford to lose only one more trick, the lead is in North
(dummy) with these cards left.

v 38
432
aJ a6
«+KJ8 *+975
v7
* AQ 10

Lead the #2 and play the #10 from hand. West can win
but is forced to lead into your &£AQ or give you a ruff and
discard. This also works if you hold &« A Q 9.

v 8
432
aJ a6
«KJ8 « 1075
v7
*AQ9

Lead the #2 and play the &9 from hand. If East plays the

10 on the %2, cover with the #Q for a similar outcome.
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Trump coups

An unkind trump split can sometimes be overcome with a
‘trump coup’. These cards are left, the lead is in dummy,
spades are trumps and you need all three tricks.

v3 v -
*J ¢’ -
% 6 &5

Declarer

Lead a red suit winner from dummy; if East throws a club,
declarer does likewise, if East ruffs, declarer overruffs.
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