
Using the Trump Suit
• Extra tricks from the trump suit come in three ways:

1. By trumping in the shorter hand (usually dummy)
2. By setting up a side suit by trumping it until the cards in the other hand become winners 
3. By using the trump suit as a means of crossing from one hand to the other 

• On approximately half the hands played, draw trumps first:
• If you don’t need extra tricks from trumping in dummy, and
• If you have enough tricks for your contract 

• The more trumps dummy has, and the shorter the side suits, the more tricks may be made by 
trumping, eg:

• If dummy has four trumps and a singleton, there might be three extra tricks, if declarer holds 
three losers in the singleton suit 

• If dummy has three trumps and a singleton, there will be two extra tricks if declarer holds 
two losers in that suit


