
• Any time your side has more cards than the opponents do, it’s possible to develop 
extra tricks through length 

• Seven or more cards between you and partner will allow extra tricks to be developed 
through length 

• When you start to play, you can’t be sure of the number of tricks you’ll take because 
you don’t yet know how the suits will break against you 

• Practise making a mental note of how your long suits divide as you play to each trick 

Your side has seven cards
You will make four tricks if 
the opponents’ cards 
divide 3-3, but not if 4-2

Length

Dummy Declarer
AKQ4 973

Your side has seven cards
You will make five tricks if 
the opponents’ cards 
divide 3-3, but not if 4-2

Dummy Declarer
AKQ43 97

Your side has eight cards
You will make five tricks if 
the opponents’ cards 
divide 3-2, but not if 4-1

Dummy Declarer
AKQ43 972


