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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BRIDGE GREAT BRITAIN
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21ST MAY 2025

Present: Liz McGowan (LMcG) (Chair, Scotland)
Helen Hall (HH) (Northern Ireland)
Mike Hornung (MH) (England)
Andrea Knox (AK) (Wales)
Brian Mullen (BM) (Northern Ireland)
Dermot O’Brien (DO’B) (Republic of Ireland)
Ceri Pierce (CP) (Wales)

Gordon Rainsford (GR) (England)
Sandra Claridge (SC)(Secretary)
1. An apology for absence was received from Jeremy Dhondy.

2. Election of Chair for the year to 31t March 2026

Opening the meeting Liz welcomed Michael Hornung and Brian Mullen to their first meeting as
delegates for England and Northern Ireland respectively, and expressed her gratitude to Neil
Rosen for his service in the past year, and Helen Hall who had been a “rock” as the Northern
Ireland delegate and Match Manager for Home International events for many years.

Ceri had indicated that she was not able to assume the office of Chair on behalf of Wales for the
coming year. Liz confirmed that she was happy to continue pro tem, and was duly elected.

3. Minutes of the meeting of 13" May 2024
3.1 Accuracy
There were no matters of accuracy

3.2 Matters arising

Item 3.2 It was noted by Michael Hornung that the promised document on behavioural problems
and responsibilities of NPCs had not materialised, and the Chair agreed to produce the necessary
guidelines, which would incorporate the use of mobile phones, and penalties for slow play and late
arrival.

Action: LMcG

Helen Hall pointed out that a Match Manager’s Guide was no longer available. She offered to
produce an up-to-date document, and this was gratefully received.
Action: HH

Item 5.6 In answer to Michael Hornung’s request for an update on the proposed amalgamation of
the CBAI and NIBU. Dermot reported that there was broad approval for the amalgamation, and
there were no obvious obstacles. It was still at the exploratory stage, and both the Republic of
Ireland and Northern Ireland would remain as separate entities for the foreseeable future.

Adoption of the minutes was proposed by DO’B and seconded by HH.
4. Minutes of the meeting of 19" August 2024

4.1 Accuracy
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There were no matters of accuracy.

4.2 It was noted that all matters arising would be considered later in the current meeting, and
adoption of the minutes was proposed by DO’B, seconded by MH.

5. Annual Accounts and Examiner’s Report to 315t March 2025

Helen wished it to be recorded that lan Lindsay’s summary of the accounts had proved very useful,
and the Secretary was asked to convey the Committee’s gratitude to lan again for the work he had
undertaken on BGB’s behalf.

Action: AJC

5.1 Subscription for the year 2025/26
It was agreed that the subscription for the coming year remain at £500.

6. Home International Series

6.1 Reports from 2025 events

Dermot reported that Fearghal O’'Boyle had produced some comments on the recent Teltscher
Trophy in regard to slow play and also the production of line-ups. He noted that the Bridgemates
have a time stamp, and that the end of a match could be determined by the time of the last entry,
and where appropriate the time could be checked with the vu-graph operators. Gordon Rainsford
offered to produce guidance for Tournament Directors.

Action: GR

6.2  Lady Milne Trophy

Liz said that all NPCs had complained that the vugraph coverage was inadequate due to a lack of
operators. In response Gordon said that England has always had a problem recruiting operators
including at the recent Spring 4s, and refuted any suggestion that in this case it was because it
was a "women’s event”’. Michael confirmed that there must be full coverage at all events, and
reported that a technical solution was being investigated which would be available in the near
future, at a charge. It was confirmed that this would be trialled in England in October, training
taking place before its next event, and that it would facilitate all tables to be covered.

It was noted that Fearghal had excellent systems for the reporting of scores and for production of
line-ups, and Dermot agreed to investigate the availability and cost of adopting them more widely.
Action: DO’B

Before considering any changes to the playing schedules, Gordon agreed to ask Sarah Amos why
she had advocated changing the designation of each country from letters to numbers.
Action: GR

6.4 Teltscher Trophy

Dermot reported that despite hot water problems in the hotel, the event had gone very well, and
that there had been penalties for both slow play and late arrival. The end of the event had been a
very close-run thing, with the commentary enhancing the excitement, and Wales broke the hearts
of both the Ireland teams. The Committee congratulated Wales on their win.

Gordon confirmed that results must not be displayed until all the tables had completed the relevant
board, and Dermot agreed to discuss the subject of pauses in the play with Shireen Mohandes.
Action: DO’B

A request from Brian that the matches in the Teltscher Trophy be reduced to 14 boards and that the
interval between the stanzas be increased to 20 minutes, was considered. It was noted that the
interval was “tight” in regard to submitting line-ups, but it was agreed to maintain the status quo
and seek the comments of the NPCs at the recent Teltscher Trophy in regard to a possible change.
Action: DO’B
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6.5 Hosting arrangements & draws for the 2026 Season -

Camrose Trophy 1: 9th-11th January, Ireland
Camrose Trophy 2: 6th-8th March, Wales

Team A: Ireland

Team B: Scotland

Team C: WBU

Team D: England

Team E: Wales

Team F: Northern Ireland

Junior Camrose & Peggy Bayer Trophies: 20th-22nd February, Scotland

Team A: Wales

Team B: Northern Ireland
Team C: Scotland

Team D: Ireland

Team E: SBU

Team F: England

Lady Milne Trophy: 17th-19th April, Northern Ireland

Team A: England

Team B: Ireland

Team C: NIBU

Team D: Scotland

Team E: Northern Ireland
Team F: Wales

Teltscher Trophy: 15th-17th May, England

Team A: Scotland

Team B: Northern Ireland
Team C: England

Team D: Wales

Team E: EBU

Team F: Ireland

The Secretary agreed to check the Teltscher dates for future years to ensure that the Bank Holiday

weekend is avoided.
Action: SC

Dermot reported that he had polled the Ireland players about the suggestion that the first weekend
of the Camrose be played online because of cost implications, and that the overwhelming
preference was to retain it as face-to-face. This view was also supported by Wales, and it was
agreed that there would be no change to the current arrangements.

6.6  Home International “Festival”

The subject of combining Home International events in an effort to reduce costs was discussed
again. Whilst potential difficulties were likely in terms of finding a date and suitable venue for 24
tables with 200+ rooms, Michael suggested that a Festival could combine not only the Camrose,
Lady Milne & Teltscher trophies, but also a Mixed Teams event. This, he felt, would be significantly
more likely to attract sponsorship and public awareness. It was noted that hotel rates are more
attractive in November and February, though these vary due to midweek conferences and
weekend bookings e.g. for weddings.

Liz said that the schedule for 2026 will not be affected, and that any change would, if approved,
come into effect in 2027 when the technical problems outlined above had been resolved. In the
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meantime all delegates were asked to investigate suitable dates and availability of function space
and bedrooms, and establish what level of cost-saving could be achieved.
Action: all delegates

6.7  Hotel rates for 2026 series

It was noted that hotel rates were largely based on the sale of bedrooms, and everything should be
done to deter players from staying elsewhere, unless they live locally. The package rate is based
on single rooms and meals, and there is therefore an issue for anyone booking accommodation
elsewhere. It was also noted that only the EBU and SBU were registered for VAT and able to
recoup some of the venue cost.

It was agreed that what is expected of players should be stated clearly to them prior to the Trials
for the relevant event, and the rate for the 2026 season was raised to £450 or the equivalent in
Euros based on single rooms.

Action: all HNBOs

It was confirmed that the closing dinner on the first Camrose weekend is informal, and players are
not required to attend.

6.8  Appointment of arbiters

It was agreed that Gordon Rainsford, Fearghal O’Boyle and Sarah Amos be appointed as arbiters
for the Home International Series.

Action: SC

6.9  BGB information for Webmaster

A paper submitted by Jeremy Dhondy highlighting Home International items to be communicated to
the Webmaster was adopted, and it was agreed that the requirements would also be included in
the Match Manager’s Guide.

Action: SC & HH

6.10 Report on sponsor-seeking

Liz apologised that she had not made contact with Viscount Camrose. Michael’s view was that we
should be looking for a sponsor for the series as whole, and what was needed was a package that
would not only attract a sponsor, but also raise the profile of bridge. This was currently being
explored by the EBU, and BGB would be included.

6.11  Report of inaugural Mixed Teams event run by the SBU

Liz reported that the event run by Scotland had been very successful, and that the CBAI had
volunteered to organise it in 2026 online and set the entry fee. Dermot agreed to check the
calendar and Fearghal’s availability and suggest a suitable date.

Secretary’s note: The date suggested by Dermot subsequent to the meeting is 14th-17th March.

Adoption of the event to be run in rotation online was agreed, with the host HNBO being
responsible for the provision of an extra team. Jeremy Dhondy would be asked to kindly produce
the Conditions of Contest, and Liz offered to let him have the Conditions of Contest of the
inaugural event.

Action: DO’B, JD & LMcG

7. Online Junior Event

It was reported that this years event had only attracted 12 entrants in one category and 10 in the
other. Gordon said that the EBU had run a similar event recently which also had a poor entry. He
offered to investigate running it as a 1-day event in either October or early November 2025, and
would contact the Junior Co-ordinators and report back to the Committee.

Action: GR



8. SBU Summer Camp

Liz drew attention to a Summer Camp being run at Stirling University at a cost of £85 per head,
and agreed to circulate the poster to all HNBOs.

Action: LMcG

Brian, Dermot and Helen were thanked for their attendance and contributions, and then left
the meeting.

9. Gold Cup & Silver Plate
Sandra reported as follows:

e There were 69 entries this year in the Gold Cup and 33 in the Silver Plate.

¢ Arrangements are in hand for the Finals to be played at the Mind Sports Centre, London,
on 13" & 14" December.

e The closing date for entries to the 2026 Gold Cup is Monday 6" October 2025.

It was agreed that the continuing substantial loss on the event had to be addressed, and
suggestions were made to seek to attract more entries in order to achieve a break-even situation.,
The first of these would be to exempt sixteen teams to Round 3, and reduce the number of boards
in rounds 1 & 2 to 32 which can be increased to 40 or 48 by prior agreement. Thereafter matches
up to the QF stage will consist of 48 boards, though this may be reduced to a minimum of 32
boards by prior agreement. The QF will consist of 64 boards which may be reduced to a minimum
of 48 boards by prior agreement, and the Semi-finals and Final will consist of 64 boards.

It was also agreed that the prize for the Gold Cup winners would be reduced to £800, the runners-
up to £400, and that the prizes for the losing sem-finalists would be discontinued. In addition, it
was suggested that the provision of lunches, teas and coffees by BGB at the Finals would be
reviewed.

Action: SC

It was suggested that an alternative entry fee schedule should be considered, i.e. separate fees for
Rounds 1 & 2, for Rounds 3 & 4, and for the Semi-finals and Final, and Andrea kindly offered to
produce a possible pricing schedule.

Action: AK

The Committee noted Jeremy’s suggestions regarding a review of the Regulation on offering dates
for online matches, which they approved, and thanked him for his ongoing help with both the Gold
Cup, Silver Plate and Home International Regulations.

10. Transgender bridge players

Gordon announced that in light of recent events, guidance was being sought by the EBU in relation
to women’s events, and he agreed to report the outcome.

Action: GR

Closing the meeting Liz thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.



