
BEWDLEY BRIDGE CLUB


CLUB STATEMENT


BIDDING ADVICE TO MEMBERS


The purpose of this statement is to provide a comprehensive statement 
to club members on bidding standards within the club and general 
advice  to assist club members on expectations and requirements.


As an affiliated club, members are required to comply with principles 
enshrined in the Best Behaviour at Bridge statement produced by the 
English Bridge Union.  An extract appears as Appendix A.


A related issue is appropriate protocol on the practice of claiming tricks 
in order to expedite swifter completion of a board.  In principle, this is 
to be encouraged as slow play remains a problem within the club and 
frequently such a claim is courteous to the defending pair.  That said, 
there are protocols and definite points of etiquette to be followed and a 
club statement appears as Appendix B. 


The English Bridge Union has issued clear instructions on the 
requirements for the announcing and alerting of bids.  It is essential 
that there is full compliance with these instructions as failure to do so 
can cause signifiant problems within the auction and may require 
redress from club directors.  Full guidance on announcing requirements 
appears in as Appendix C.


In addition, there are a range of widely used bidding sequences where 
alerting is required.  Appendix D contains a selection of those which 
club members might encounter.


Club Members are reminded that opponents are fully entitled to ask 
questions about the meaning of bids, regardless of whether there has 
been an announcement or an alert, and that replies should be given as 
fully as possible and in a polite manner.  Some guidance on this appears 
in Appendix E. 



Bridge is a competitive game and competitive bidding is to be 
encouraged.  On the other hand, making bids which represent a gross 
misrepresentation of the hand (otherwise known as psychic bids) is a 
dangerous practice and can lead to problems for the offending 
partnership if this practice occurs regularly.  In general psychic bidding 
is best avoided as it invariably has the effect of creating ill will and is 
not consistent with the aim of encouraging friendly bridge at our club.


Almost all of our members utilise one of the two major international 
bidding systems which are:-


• (Modern) Acol (Approximately 85% of Club Members)

• Standard American (Approximately 15% of Club Members)


This statement includes, as Appendix F, an overview of Standard 
American, aimed at giving those members who have learned (Modern) 
Acol a broad insight into the system.  The Club encourages those 
members using Standard American to announce that this is their basic 
system at the start of each round. 



APPENDIX A


BEST BEHAVIOUR AT BRIDGE


The EBU Statement includes the following key principles:-


• Greet others in a friendly manner prior to start of play on each round;

• Be a good “host” or “guest” at each table;

• Make your system card readily available to your opponents;

• Respond promptly to reasonable and justified enquiries;

• Make bridge enjoyable for yourself, partner and opponents;

• Give credit when opponents make a good bid or play;

• Take care of your personal grooming;

• Ensure that your phone is turned off;

• Enjoy the company as well as the game.


And also:-


• Do not criticise your partner or opponents in public;

• Do not be less than polite at the table;

• Do not gloat over good results;

• Do not object to a call for the tournament director;

• Do not dispute or argue about a director’s ruling;

• Do not make any personal or disparaging remark.


And also:-


• Please call the director if you think that you may have been affected 
by bad behaviour.  You will be helping others as well as yourselves. 



APPENDIX B


CLUB STATEMENT REGARDING CLAIMING OF TRICKS BY DECLARER


Frequently a board will arise where after a certain stage it becomes 
clear that declarer will take all of the remaining tricks or possibly just 
have one certain trick to lose.  In such a situation declarer can exercise 
an option to submit a claim.


In principle, this is to be encouraged as it is consistent with promoting 
faster play.  It is also poor etiquette to require defenders to concentrate 
on card play when there is no possibility of an additional trick.


It is essential, when making a claim, that the declarer has a clear plan 
for how the remaining tricks on the board are to be played and the 
precise order in which they are to be played.  This is particularly 
important if the defenders still hold trump cards.


Great care needs to be taken when making a claim when playing against 
less experienced opposition.  Such players may not be so quick to 
understand how the claim will work and may be reluctant to challenge 
the claim.  More experienced players should be willing to take time to 
explain the claim in detail in order to assist the less experienced 
players.


It is absolutely the right of defenders to question a claim or to refuse it.  
In such a situation, declarer should accept the decision by the 
defenders and play out the contract as normal.  Under no circumstances 
should a discussion take place between declarer and the defenders 
about the matter.  The director for the session should be called to give 
any necessary rulings.


At all times, Best Behaviour at Bridge principles should apply in this 
area.  Under no circumstances should declarer be impolite if the 
defenders decline to accept a claim.




APPENDIX C


ANNOUNCING OF BIDS


Announcements apply to the following situations only:-


1. Opening 1NT, Stayman Response and Simple Red Suit Transfers


• When 1NT is opened partner announces the range (e.g. 12-14, 15-17);

• If responder bids 2C as Stayman, asking opener to show a four card 

major suit or bid 2D as a denial, opener announces “Stayman”;

• If responder bids 2D as a transfer to Hearts, opener announces 

“Hearts”;

• If responder bids 2H as a transfer to Spades, opener announces 

“Spades”.


2. Opening 2NT, Stayman Response and Simple Red Suit Transfers


• When 2NT is opened partner announces the range (e.g. 20-22);

• If responder bids 3C as Stayman, asking opener to show a four card 

major suit or bid 3D as a denial, opener announces “Stayman”;

• If responder bids 3D as a transfer to Hearts, opener announces 

“Hearts”;

• If responder bids 3H as a transfer to Spades, opener announces 

“Spades”.


3. Opening Natural Suit Bids, 2D, 2H and 2S


• Playing Weak Twos, partner announces as “Weak”;

• Playing Acol Strong Twos, partner announces as “Strong”;

• Playing Benjaminised Acol, where 2D shows a very strong hand but 

says nothing about Diamonds, this must be alerted.


4. Opening a Non-Forcing 1C or 1D which might be a Short Suit


• Playing Standard American (Strong NT / 5 Card Majors), an opening 
bid of 1C or 1D may be based on a three card suit or even shorter.  If 
an opener of 1C or 1D will always be at least a three card suit and if 
partner can pass with a poor hand, there is no requirement either to 
announce or alert;


• If an opening bid of 1C or 1D can be based on shorter than a three 
card suit, partner must announce it as “Maybe 2, 1 or 0”;


• If an opening bid of 1C or 1D is forcing and cannot be passed by 
partner, it must be alerted rather than announced. 



APPENDIX D


SOME WIDELY USED BIDDING SEQUENCES WHICH MUST BE ALERTED


• Playing Standard American, if an opening bid of 1C or 1D is forcing 
and cannot be passed by partner, it must be alerted.


• If an opening bid of 2C or 2D is (very) strong and forcing it must be 
alerted.  All artificial responses to such bids also must be alerted.


• If an opening bid of 2D is a “Multi 2D”, which will always mean that 
the hand could either be weak or strong and has no inference about 
Diamonds, it must be alerted.  A Multi 2D opener is forcing and all 
relay responses by partner must also be alerted.


• If an opening bid of 2D is a “Flannery 2D”, which shows a weak / 
intermediate hand with precisely Five Hearts and Four Spades, it 
must be alerted.


• If an opening bid of 2H or 2S is a “Lucas Two”, which shows a five 
card major and at least one four card minor suit, it must be alerted.  
Artificial relay responses must also be alerted;


• If a response to an opening bid is artificial, opener must alert the 
bid.  Typical examples are either a jump transfer bid to show a very 
weak hand or a splinter bid which agrees the opening bid and shows 
game or slam interest;


•  If responder bids 2NT after an opening bid (usually a major suit), if it 
as a Jacoby 2NT, which typically agrees the (major) suit and is forcing 
to at least game, the 2NT response must be alerted as are any 
subsequent artificial / cue bids.


• If responder bids 2C or 3C following an opener of 1NT or 2NT and if 
the bid is Five Card Stayman or Five Card Puppet Stayman, the bids 
of 2C or 3C and all subsequent artificial bids must be alerted.


• If an opening bid of 3NT is based on a single minor suited hand with 
no significant other values, it must be alerted.


• If an opening bid of 4C shows an intermediate hand with an eight 
card heart suit it must be alerted.


• If an opening bid of 4D shows an intermediate hand with an eight 
card spade suit, it must be alerted. 



APPENDIX E


RIGHT TO ENQUIRE ABOUT OPPOSITION BIDDING


Players are fully entitled to understand the bidding system utilised by 
their opponents and seek information about points of detail.  This right 
is fundamental and applies regardless of whether bids have been 
announced or alerted.  There is arguably more incentive to make 
enquiries when playing online bridge as access to a detailed convention 
card is more difficult.


Under no circumstances should a player who is being asked legally to 
explain bidding be in any way impolite or seek to give the most minimal 
explanation.  Failure to comply with the due protocols is a breach of 
Best Behaviour at Bridge.


During the auction, a player can enquire about bidding when it is the 
turn of that player to bid.  Under no circumstances should a player 
make an enquiry when it is not the turn of that player to bid - such 
action can stand accused of providing unauthorised information.


A player should resist enquiring about bidding if there is no intention of 
making a bid.  By passing after an enquiry, there is a risk that the player 
has supplied unauthorised information.


At the end of an auction, the player who is on lead can review the 
auction and ask such questions as are considered necessary.  The 
partner who is not on lead must not ask any questions until the player 
on lead has completed their questions.  Only at that stage can that 
player make enquiries. 



APPENDIX F


STANDARD  AMERICAN BIDDING SYSTEM - AN OVERVIEW


Standard American is a worldwide bidding system which is becoming 
more widely used in the UK.  This appendix is not intended to be an 
advertisement for the system - far rather it is aimed at assisting those 
players who use Acol as their basic system and may be unfamiliar with 
some of the subtleties within Standard American.


There are variances - including within Bewdley Bridge Club - on the 
Standard American system but there are three principles which are 
universal and apply in all situations:-


• 1NT opener is a stronger bid than is used in Acol, very typically 
showing 15-17 Points, but subject to partnership agreement within a 
three point range;


• Opening bids of 1H and 1S guarantee a five card suit;

• Opening bids of 1C and 1D do not guarantee a four card suit.


A commonly used method is known as “Better Minor”, where a player 
will open 1C or 1D with a three card suit in the event that the hand 
does not contain a five card major or falls outside of the range for a 
1NT opening bid.  There is no requirement for partner to announce or 
alert if the system provides that an opening bid of 1C or 1D guarantees 
a three card suit.  All subsequent bidding is likely to be natural and 
completely familiar to Acol players.


Some partnerships prefer to open - almost always 1C - on suits shorter 
than three cards, again if the hand has no five card major or falls 
outside of the range for a 1NT opening bid.  There is now a requirement 
for partner to announce the minimum length of the (club) suit.  Some 
partnerships in Bewdley Bridge Club have a minimum length of a two 
card suit, some have a minimum length of a singleton.


Some partnerships require the opening bid of 1C to be forcing for one 
round of bidding.  In this situation, the 1C bid should be alerted.


Some partnerships play relay responses, particularly if the opening bid 
of 1C is 100% forcing.  The reason for this is to seek to prevent the 
weaker of the two hands becoming declarer if a (major suit) fit is found.  
A common method is for 1D to be a positive bid showing at least a four 
card heart suit, 1H to be a positive bid showing at a four card spade suit 
and 1S to be an all purpose (including very weak) bid requiring a 
transfer to 1NT.  Using this method, the opener bidder becomes declarer 
if a major suit fit is found.


