
JACOBY 2NT RESPONSE TO SUIT OPENING 

When beginners start to learn bridge many of them are told that, following partner's 

1 level suit opening, 2NT shows a balanced hand of the order of 10-12 points. That is 

terrible advice. Unless you have a 3/3/3/3 shape (and you will have a long wait, since 

it doesn't exist), the only excuse for not supporting partner, or bidding a suit of your 

own, is that to bid your 4 card suit would require you to respond at the 2 level, and 

you are too weak for that - in which case you have to make the 'dustbin' bid of 1NT. 

But 2NT - never. The closest you might come to needing this bid is when partner 

opens 1S and your only 4 card suit is hearts - which you cannot bid at the 2 level 

because it promises 5. In that circumstance you have to bid 2 of a minor, a very small 

fib which is most unlikely to cost. But keep the 2NT response ('Jacoby' - the subject of 

this tip) for strong hands and at least an eight card fit with partner. 

The point of this preamble is to assure you that, almost alone among bridge 

conventions, the Jacoby 2NT has absolutely no cost in that it does not involve the loss 

of a useful natural meaning. 

So, when to respond 2NT? It will sometimes happen that partner opens a suit and 

you, the responder, are pleased to see that you have 4 card support (or more) and a 

very attractive hand worth at least game, and possibly more. How to bid that hand? 

Without Jacoby, you are stuck. There is no simple way of conveying BOTH your 

strength AND suit agreement. To jump straight to game would be quite wrong. That 

shoukld be reserved for weak hands and is essentially pre-emptive. You can go round 

the houses by bidding other suits (some of which you may need to invent), but far 

better to have one bid that does not take up too much space and which conveys the 

dual message of strength AND fit. That bid is the Jacoby 2NT. 

Now it may suprise you to know that there are multiple versions of Jacoby. I can't 

possibly go into them all. I will simply outine one that I myself use, and that I find 

effective. 

Some partnerships employ Jacoby only after a 1H or 1S opening. I don't consider it 

necessary to limit myself in that way. Employ Jacoby after any suit opening. The 

principle is the same - partner, I have at least 4 cards in your suit and, as a minimum, 

slam interest. An alternative - which I used to play - is to use 2NT following a minor 

suit opening to show any big balanced hand (16+) points. You don't need that bid, any 

more than you need 2NT to show a balanced 10-12. Employ Jacoby only when you 

have a FIT, as well as strength. 



Some partnerships include game invitational hands within the 2NT response. Don't. It 

makes it much harder to proceed when opener is unsure whether responder is 

showing a genuinely big hand or merely game invitational values. Reserve Jacoby for 

big hands. 

I have assumed, to this point, that your right hand opponent has passed over 

partner's suit opening. But some opponents will enter the auction on skimpy values 

even when you have sufficient values to contemplate slam. You need to agree with 

partner what 2NT would show in these circumstances, and also what an unassuming 

cue bid (bidding the opponent's suit) would show. There is a limit as to how much I 

can cover here. 

We must also consider how opener is expected to proceed following partner's 2NT 

response. There are a host of different options, but this is the scheme that I employ. 

Start with the weakest. An immediate jump to game is opener's weakest possible 

action, indicating possession of a hand that was barely worth an opening bid. This of 

course can be passed (and often will be), although if responder has an exceptionally 

strong hand she may, having had the gipsy's warning, still bid on towards slam. 

If opener is non-minimum, she can show a variety of hand types. I like to play that a 

jump to the 4 level shows shortage - a singleton or void. 

To bid a second suit at the 3 level shows a genuine second suit (4 or more cards). 

For opener to rebid his own suit at the 3 level denies shortage, denies a second suit, 

and is non-minimum. It is, if you like, a waiting bid. 

For opener to bid 3NT following partner's Jacoby response shows a no trump type 

hand that is out of range for a 1NT openening. Playing a weak NT, it will show 15-17. 

And that is basically it - or at least, enough for now. 

Let's have a few examples. Imagine that partner has opened 1S. You hold: 

Kxxx / Ax / AKQx / xxx 

AQxxx / xx / x / AQJ10x 

AKxx / KQJ / Ax / xxxx 

Respond 2NT with all of the above. 

 



 And what of partner? What should he rebid, having opened 1S, when holding............. 

QJxxxx / Kxx / Ax / xx       Answer: 4S 

QJxxx / AKxx / Ax / xx       Answer: 3H 

QJxxx / AKx / Axx / xx       Answer: 3S 

QJxxx / AKx / Ax / QJx      Answer: 3NT 

QJxxx / AKx / x / AQJx      Answer: 4D 

 

Employed in this way, Jacoby is quite a simple method. Of course it still requires 

partnership agreement, and beyond that, bridge judgement. But what bidding system 

doesn't need that? 
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