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EDITORIALwCHRIS HUGHES

My name is Chris Hughes and | approach this new task with sc
trepidation.

| have been playing this wonderful game of bridge for many ye
with some occasional successes. However, | have never edite
bridge bulletin before. Moreover, the previous editor, Dee Harle
has done a fantastic job over the years as all would agree and
be a hard act to followThis adds to my anxiety.

Picturethe scene at the Chicago Bulls basketball stadium the d
after Michael Jordan retired. The poor recruit that was drafted \
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good friends and we have played bridge together in sevemhisv
and | appreciate his efforts in making this transition as painless
possible but the Chicago stadium flashes through my subconsi ~ Above is a picture of Chris Hughes looking puzzled at home.

On a more positive note, | will try and introduce some (hopefull 5o i summary, this bulletin is for all Victorian bridge players
positive) changes to the bulletin whilst retaigi most of the triedl  \yhether they play in the country or the city. Therefore, any inpt
and-rue sections. that you make will be greatly appreciated and will add to the st

Some of the ideas to be introduced will include the following wide nature of this monthly offering.

. Submit all your input to my private email address
T I'will allocate more space to our Congress events so that tk

convenors and/or the successful players can provide some  |gganrun@optusnet.com.au
interesting hands or anecdotes.

Movie buffswill recognise a subtle reference to a 1976 science

1 1will have a section on humorous incidents at the bridge tal o
fiction film.

without offending anybody and not supplying any names (tt
readers assistance in this area would be appreciated)

9 l'will introduce a feedback column where readers can subn
bidding and/or plg problem which will be addressed in the
following issue

— BV
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BRIDGE VICTORIAPRESIDENT CHRISTOPHER LEACK

The end of 2022 sealed a momentous time for bridge in
Victoria with a series of major announcements which
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pastime we all love.

In the first announcement, the VBA announced a move in
January from its premises at Poath Road to a much lower -
cost operating environment at Dendy Park in Brighton.

This will permit its bridge operations to become financially
self-sustaining for the first time since 2009. The losses

the VBA has incurred at its oversized Poath Road home

have prevented it from functioning as a truly effective

state body for many years.

The second major announcement is about

administratively separating the operations of the state

and club to enable focus on better services. We will be
operating under two business names  wBridge Victoria
(BV) for the State operations and Victorian Bridge  Centre
(VBC) for the club activities.  These two business areas
will report separately to the VBA Council, which is the
Board of the Victorian Bridge Association Limited. The
organisation to support these separate operations will be
implemented over the co ming year. In February, the VBA
website will transform into the Bridge Victoria website

and will be the first stop for affiliate clubs seeking
information and support, while the VBC will have its own
website.

Lastly, we have excellent news about the site a  t Poath
Road, which has been sold after an extraordinary offer

which the directors deemed to be too attractive to ignore

in a degrading property market, with further interest rate
rises imminent. The bulk of the proceeds of the sale of

Poath Road, once ful ly received, will be placed in a Future
Fund. The income from the Future Fund will provide long -
term support for bridge in Victoria.

These sweeping changes set the framework for a bright
future for bridge in our state. | would like to thank all past
and cu rrent members of the VBA Council whose
assiduous collaborative efforts have overseen this
remarkable transformation.

— BV
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BRIDGE HAND OF THEMONTH

The following hand took place in a recent Swiss Pairs event At trick 4, East leads theKand it goess AS 6and§ 7.

So, West had a six céardsuit headed by the QJT9

NORTH Lo . .
©QJ8 YetWest ed the | J instead; lookslike a singleton.
5 .|4.§ This is now the position.
! A98765
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o ) You almost certainly must loseGaand a8
South2 @S NJ b @, Bidaply Qids ®ron the theory that you

R2y Qil St t anytkirg elfelahdat yoSnhand. along with the one trick that you have already lost. Therefore,

g2dz OFyQil FFF2NR (2 t2a4S lye Y2N
West leads the]Jand it goes 5, 4] to your K .

What is your plan from here?
At trick 2, South leads thé'Kand it goes 3 2" and 8 .

Submit all your input to my private emaitldress
At trick 3, South leads the'Aand it goes 5 4" and East ruffs th

with the 20. loganrun@optusnet.com.au

— BV
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YOUTH BRIDGE

The highly anticipated Australian Youth Bridge Championships
were recently held face to face in Canbeafter a 3year hiatus. A
welcome return for Australian Youth Bridge, the event attractec
range of participants from all over the country aged304

The sound of shuffling cards and the murmur of strategy filled
room as we commenced Day 1 with thaBajualifying giving mai
players a chance to refine their skill for the rest of the week.

The top 10 pairs from the qualifying played off in the Pairs Fine
with the remaining 6 pairs battling it out in the Pairs Consolatio
After qualifying $#inthe qualifying Victorian Youth Coordinator
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the final but the experience and skill of her predecessor Jamie
Thompson playing with Andrew Spooner were too strong a for¢

After narrowly missg out on a spot in the final Victorian pair
Damon Flicker and Seb Wright remained focused to top the Pe
Consolation comfortably with 65%.

Day 3 & 4 of the Teams Championships had Team STONEHA
(Jamie Thompson, Andrew Spooner, Mitch Dowling, Alan
Staneham) finishing first with 10 wins, 4 draws and O losses. Ui
of course they met their match in the Cliff Wake with our exper
players (Renee Cooper, Liam Milne, Jess Brake, Susan Hump
who won the 4 board BAM (Boa#tMatch).

— BV
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Following the teans was the major event of the week for some,
FYR I NBYAYRSNI 2F K2g 2fR &2
Australian Youth Squad Selection!

The six pairs who qualified for the Youth Squad this year (inclu
3x Victorian players) in order of placing are:

1st Joshua Tomlin / David Gue

2nd George Bartley / Jack Lukaredi

3rd Sebastian Langdon Macmillan / Tomer Libman
4th Damon Flicker (VIC)/ Seb Wright (VIC)

5th Jasmine Skeate / Paddy Taylor

6th Alex Goss (VIC)/ Bertie Morgan

Keep your eye out fahe selected junior team representing
Australia in the Netherlands to be announced soon!
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Youth Bridge




BRIDGE HUMOUR

My partner and | were playing in a match point pairs event in a country congress. After afaintydbrtunate results where the
opponents were playing Santa Claus, we saw on the published results on the wall that we were leading after the firdiefession
lunch.

Shortly after the start of play in the afternoon session, we played against dectysom the local area. The four hands were very
distributional and the bidding got high very quickly in a very competitive auction. After opening a game foreind &y partner
offering a positive responge i K S 2 Li-@nptiGeybifidin® start®iBHA NJ | 3aNB&daA PSS 6ARRAY3I RARYQI
knew we had the tricks for at least a small slam and quite possibly a grand slam. With eleven tricks in my own haededlWamefor

partner to have the missing ace of spades for his pasitesponse to take all thirteen tricks. 7NT said |.

¢KS tFRe 2y Yeé STl t221SR i (dKA& O0AR FT2NJ I f2y3 aknbtheS I+ yR LI
long hesitation, she led the ace of spades. Down one.

laskedherWe aKS RARY QiU R2dzfSo® {KS adGlFliSR GKIF(G &2dz aSSYSR adzOK 32
contract.

| said that we have admirably disproved that theory.

— BV
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RESULTS

CONGRESS RESULTS FORJANUARY-VICTORIA

Due to the time of year, there were no congresses held in Victt  THE OPEN PAIRSWERE WON BY A BRIDGE
fhat started in Januan. PLAYING PAIR OF BROTHERS

However, | would like to congratulate the winners of the two mi 1 Stephen Sharp

Victorian State events from 2022.
2. Danny Sharp

THE PENNANT TEAMS WAS WON BY A
FOURSOME FROM GEELONG

1. Douglas Newlands
2. Denny Newland
3. Arthur Robbins
4. Stephen Lester

NATIONAL RESULTS

Each January, thgational Championships are held in Canberra  NOTABLE VICTORIAN RESULTS

several years now, the venue has been the Canberra Rex Hott . . )
1 WSyye ¢KzYLA2y LIIF&SR 2y

Ly G0KS TANRG 6SS1U 2F (KS S@gS final
@2dz R2y Qi | dzHihals, There iF 2nmajorSKWiSs pair§ q
event at he end of the week for restricted and open players.

BenThompson, playing with Renee Cooper, comfortably wc
the very prestigious Swiss Pairs event at the end of the firs
week. Then not satisfied with this major milestone, they pla

Ly GKS aS8S02yR ¢SS Aa GKS YI
in the open teams together and lost in the sefimial

top eight, then play continues on the weekend in a knock out
format through to the final on Sunday 1 Ly (KS 2 L3 yherd BereYWo ¥ictdridnyplayers,
Justin Mill and James Coultts, playing onZlggly team. After ¢

The bridge is constant, especiallydfu are performing well. There close contest for most of the way, they lost the final.

is enough to satisfy even the most enthusiastic player even if y
FNBy Qi Ay GKS FAylrfta sAGK |
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