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EDITORIAL ᴪ CHRIS HUGHES 

My name is Chris Hughes and I approach this new task with some 

trepidation.  

I have been playing this wonderful game of bridge for many years 

with some occasional successes. However, I have never edited a 

bridge bulletin before. Moreover, the previous editor, Dee Harley, 

has done a fantastic job over the years as all would agree and will 

be a hard act to follow. This adds to my anxiety.  

Picture the scene at the Chicago Bulls basketball stadium the day 

after Michael Jordan retired. The poor recruit that was drafted was 

ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ Dee and I are 

good friends and we have played bridge together in several events 

and I appreciate his efforts in making this transition as painless as 

possible but the Chicago stadium flashes through my subconscious.  

On a more positive note, I will try and introduce some (hopefully 

positive) changes to the bulletin whilst retaining most of the tried-

and-true sections.  

Some of the ideas to be introduced will include the following: 

¶ I will allocate more space to our Congress events so that the 

convenors and/or the successful players can provide some 

interesting hands or anecdotes. 

¶ I will have a section on humorous incidents at the bridge table 

without offending anybody and not supplying any names (the 

readers assistance in this area would be appreciated) 

¶ I will introduce a feedback column where readers can submit a 

bidding and/or play problem which will be addressed in the 

following issue 

 

 

Above is a picture of Chris Hughes looking puzzled at home.  

So, in summary, this bulletin is for all Victorian bridge players 

whether they play in the country or the city. Therefore, any input 

that you make will be greatly appreciated and will add to the state-

wide nature of this monthly offering.  

Submit all your input to my private email address 

loganrun@optusnet.com.au 

Movie buffs will recognise a subtle reference to a 1976 science 

fiction film. 
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BRIDGE VICTORIA PRESIDENT CHRISTOPHER LEACH 
The end of 2022 sealed a momentous time for bridge in 
Victoria with a series of major announcements which 
ʀ̨̿ͻ̋ʝμʝ̋Ͽẕᵃʀˌȳ̯˂ʝẕμˌʝẕ˂ȳ̨ʝᵄẕʽ̿ΊẕμˌʝẕʽϋμϋΊʝẕ̿ʽẕμˌʝẕ
pastime we all love.  

In the first announcement, the VBA announced a move in 
January from its premises at Poath Road to a much lower -
cost operating environment at Dendy Park in Brighton.  
This will permit its bridge operations to become financially 
self - sustaining for the first time since 2009. The losses 
the VBA has incurred at its oversized Poath Road home 
have prevented it from functioning as a truly effective 
state body for many years.  

The second major announcement is about 
administratively separating the operations of the state 
and club to enable focus on better services. We will be 
operating under two business names ᴪ Bridge Victoria 
(BV) for the State operations and Victorian Bridge Centre 
(VBC) for the club activities.   These two business areas 
will report separately to the VBA Council, which is the 
Board of the Victorian Bridge Association Limited. The 
organisation to support these separate operations will be 
implemented over the co ming year. In February, the VBA 
website will transform into the Bridge Victoria website 
and will be the first stop for affiliate clubs seeking 
information and support, while the VBC will have its own 
website.  

Lastly, we have excellent news about the site a t Poath 
Road, which has been sold after an extraordinary offer 
which the directors deemed to be too attractive to ignore 
in a degrading property market, with further interest rate 
rises imminent. The bulk of the proceeds of the sale of 
Poath Road, once ful ly received, will be placed in a Future 
Fund. The income from the Future Fund will provide long -
term support for bridge in Victoria.  

These sweeping changes set the framework for a bright 
future for bridge in our state. I would like to thank all past 
and cu rrent members of the VBA Council whose 
assiduous collaborative efforts have overseen this 
remarkable transformation.  
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The following hand took place in a recent Swiss Pairs event 

 

NORTH 
 

 ©QJ8  

 4̈2  

 §T7  

 ¦A98765  

WEST 
 

EAST 
©   © 

 ̈   ̈ 
§  § 
¦  ¦ 

 

SOUTH 
 

 ©AT965  

 ÄK76  

 §AJ9  

 ¦K  

NORTH EAST SOUTH  WEST 

  1© P 

2© P 4© P 

P P   

    

 

South, ƻǾŜǊ bƻǊǘƘΩǎ н©, simply bids 4© on the theory that you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ anything else about your hand. 

West leads the J¦ and it goes 5¦, 4¦ to your K¦. 

At trick 2, South leads the K̈ and it goes 3̈    2  ̈and 8̈ . 

At trick 3, South leads the Ä and it goes 5̈    4  ̈and East ruffs this 

with the 2©. 

 At trick 4, East leads the §K and it goes §A §6 and §7. 

So, West had a six card̈ suit headed by the QJT9. 

Yet West led the ¦J instead ς looks like a singleton. 

This is now the position. 

 

NORTH 
 

 ©QJ8  

  ̈  
 §T  

 ¦A9876  

WEST 
 

EAST 
©   © 

 ̈   ̈ 
§  § 
¦  ¦ 

 

SOUTH 
 

 ©AT965  

 7̈6  

 §J9  

 ¦  

You almost certainly must lose a © and a § 

along with the one trick that you have already lost. Therefore,  

ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊƛŎƪǎΦ 

What is your plan from here?  

Submit all your input to my private email address: 

loganrun@optusnet.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGE HAND OF THE MONTH 
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YOUTH BRIDGE 
The highly anticipated Australian Youth Bridge Championships 2023 

were recently held face to face in Canberra after a 3-year hiatus. A 

welcome return for Australian Youth Bridge, the event attracted a 

range of participants from all over the country aged 14-30. 

The sound of shuffling cards and the murmur of strategy filled the 

room as we commenced Day 1 with the Pairs qualifying giving many 

players a chance to refine their skill for the rest of the week. 

The top 10 pairs from the qualifying played off in the Pairs Final 

with the remaining 6 pairs battling it out in the Pairs Consolation. 

After qualifying 1st in the qualifying Victorian Youth Coordinator 

wŜōŜŎŎŀ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ DǳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 

the final but the experience and skill of her predecessor Jamie 

Thompson playing with Andrew Spooner were too strong a force.  

After narrowly missing out on a spot in the final Victorian pair 

Damon Flicker and Seb Wright remained focused to top the Pairs 

Consolation comfortably with 65%. 

 

Day 3 & 4 of the Teams Championships had Team STONEHAM 

(Jamie Thompson, Andrew Spooner, Mitch Dowling, Alan 

Stoneham) finishing first with 10 wins, 4 draws and 0 losses. Until 

of course they met their match in the Cliff Wake with our expert 

players (Renee Cooper, Liam Milne, Jess Brake, Susan Humphries) 

who won the 4 board BAM (Board-A-Match). 

 

 

 

Following the teams was the major event of the week for some, 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧ¢ƘŜ 

Australian Youth Squad Selection! 

The six pairs who qualified for the Youth Squad this year (including 

3x Victorian players) in order of placing are: 

1st Joshua Tomlin / David Gue  

2nd  George Bartley / Jack Luke-Paredi  

3rd  Sebastian Langdon Macmillan / Tomer Libman            

4th  Damon Flicker (VIC)/ Seb Wright (VIC) 

5th  Jasmine Skeate / Paddy Taylor 

6th  Alex Goss (VIC)/ Bertie Morgan 

Keep your eye out for the selected junior team representing 

Australia in the Netherlands to be announced soon! 

 

ƺʝɹʝʀʀȳẕżᴿƺʝ˟̋̋Ͽ 
Youth Bridge  
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My partner and I were playing in a match point pairs event in a country congress. After a run of fairly fortunate results where the 

opponents were playing Santa Claus, we saw on the published results on the wall that we were leading after the first session before 

lunch. 

Shortly after the start of play in the afternoon session, we played against a couple from the local area. The four hands were very 

distributional and the bidding got high very quickly in a very competitive auction. After opening a game forcing 2¦ and my partner 

offering a positive responseΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊŜ-emptive bidding started. ThŜƛǊ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ōƛŘŘƛƴƎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪǿƻƻŘ ōǳǘ L 

knew we had the tricks for at least a small slam and quite possibly a grand slam. With eleven tricks in my own hand, all I needed was for 

partner to have the missing ace of spades for his positive response to take all thirteen tricks. 7NT said I. 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀŘȅ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭŜŦǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŘƛŘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ !ŦǘŜr another 

long hesitation, she led the ace of spades. Down one. 

I asked her wƘȅ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƻǳōƭŜΦ {ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

contract.  

I said that we have admirably disproved that theory.  

 

 

BRIDGE HUMOUR 
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CONGRESS RESULTS FOR JANUARY-VICTORIA 
Due to the time of year, there were no congresses held in Victoria 

that started in January. 

However, I would like to congratulate the winners of the two major 

Victorian State events from 2022. 

THE PENNANT TEAMS WAS WON BY A 
FOURSOME FROM GEELONG  

1. Douglas Newlands 

2.  Denny Newland 

3.  Arthur Robbins 

4.  Stephen Lester  

 THE OPEN PAIRS WERE WON BY A BRIDGE 
PLAYING PAIR OF BROTHERS 

1. Stephen Sharp 

2.  Danny Sharp 

 
 
 

NATIONAL RESULTS 
Each January, the National Championships are held in Canberra. For 

several years now, the venue has been the Canberra Rex Hotel. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ LŦ 

ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛ-finals, there is a major Swiss pairs 

event at the end of the week for restricted and open players. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŜŜƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

top eight, then play continues on the weekend in a knock out 

format through to the final on Sunday 

The bridge is constant, especially if you are performing well. There 

is enough to satisfy even the most enthusiastic player even if you 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘΦ 

 NOTABLE VICTORIAN RESULTS 

¶ WŜƴƴȅ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

final 

¶ Ben Thompson, playing with Renee Cooper, comfortably won 

the very prestigious Swiss Pairs event at the end of the first 

week. Then not satisfied with this major milestone, they played 

in the open teams together and lost in the semi-final 

¶ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ Ŧƛƴal, there were two Victorian players, 

Justin Mill and James Coutts, playing on the Ziggy team. After a 

close contest for most of the way, they lost the final. 

  

 

 

RESULTS 


