
You Can Always Count on Your Opponents!

Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

♠ A K J 5
♥ 9 2
♦ A Q 10 5
♣ K 9 5

♠ 9 2
♥ A K Q 6 5
♦ 6 4
♣ A J 8 6

♠ Q 10 8 4 3
♥ —
♦ J 9 8 3 2
♣ 10 7 3

♠ 7 6
♥ J 10 8 7 4 3
♦ K 7
♣ Q 4 2
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West North East South
Lieutenant "Shark"

1 ♠ Pass 1 NT
Pass 2 ♦ Pass 2 ♥
Dbl 2 NT Dbl All pass
2 NT× by South
Lead: ♥ A

We Bostonians have weathered many a storm -  9-11, the Marathon Bomber and now COVID-
19.  "Shark's Pointers" has also been thru a lot!  This is the first try at a totally new approach 
mandated by our current crisis.  Way back in 1975, the first "Shark's Pointers" article appeared in 
a Boston North End newspaper called "The Waterfront ERA".  "Shark's Pointers" re-emerged in 
the EMBA Quick Trick where it appeared regularly from 2006-2012.   It went on a website when 
the printed edition was discontinued, and when the QT was completely discontinued, Tim Hill 
suggested we begin the regular Friday morning lectures which have been a nice feature of Tim's 
Westwood Bridge Club for the past 5-6 years. We're starting a new chapter with this new format.  
It is only fitting that we go full circle and revisit one of the  very first "Shark's Pointers" article 
that appeared in the Jan/Feb 1976 Waterfront ERA.   Today's hand was from a rubber bridge 
game at what was then the Boston Chess Club at the corner of Beacon Street and St. Paul in 
Brookline.  Our declarer was a 24 yr old Army Officer who we will call "LT Shark" who was on 
recruiting duty in Boston after a tour in Okinawa.  Strange as it may seem, the bidding was as 
depicted.  West led the Ace of hearts on which East discarded the 2 of diamonds.  The LT 
stopped to assess his chances.  He had 2 spades, 3 diamonds and at least 1 club.  Looked like A 
of clubs was certainly with West on the bidding, so he was short an entry to set up his hearts and 
be able to run the suit.  West's discard was very informative. Looking at 4 diamonds in dummy, 
his discard suggested he started with at least 5 diamonds. West shifted to the 9 of spades, which 
suggested a doubleton.   So, at trick 2 LT Shark had  developed a pretty good picture of the the 
entire hand!  Looked like West had 2 spades, 5 hearts, 2 diamonds and therefore 4 clubs - 
including the A.  He won trick 2 in dummy with the Ace of Spades. He played the 9 of hearts to 
his 10 and West's Q, East discarding a low club .   W continued with the 2 of spades, which LT 
Shark won with the K in dummy.  He  cashed the Ace and K of diamonds to get to his hand 
while stripping W of his diamonds.  Then he drove out the last high heart.  W won and tried his 
best to reach his partner with a club, but the LT was able to ride this around to his Q  cash his 
heart winners, keeping dummy's clubs and led a club to the K at trick 12 for an overtrick!  LT 
Shark won 2 spades, 3 hearts, 2 diamonds and 2 clubs.  Today's Shark's Pointers - When things 
get tough, you can always count on your opoponents.  -  And as tough as things might get, if we 
keep our wits about us, we can and will persevere - YOU CAN COUNT ON IT!.


