
BARROW BRIDGE CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

6.30 pm Wednesday 26th March 2025 at the club


1.	PRESENT

Chris W (President and Chair of the meeting), Sharon (Chair of BBC), Debbie (Treasurer) and Pat (Secretary and minutes). 

Committee Members Joan, Margaret, Dave, Carole and Clare 

Members, Jean, Marj, Syd, Stuart, Steve, Dorothy, Joyce, Eileen,Chris H, Ken, Ray, Norma, Kay, Barbara and Anne

Totals 24  9 Committee and 15 members

2. 	APOLOGIES

Celia (Committee) and Members Sarah, Shelagh, Wendy, Hazel, Mike, Les, Trevor, Liz, Eric, John R, Martin, Peter S, Marion, Gerry and Howard (Proxy given)

3. 	PRESIDENT’S OPENING REMARKS

Members were thanked for their attendance and support of the Club.  Trevor resigned from the Committee during the year after 20 years and his contribution was acknowledged, he continues to support the Club in many ways.  Dave has decided not to continue after 3 terms, his support to the work of the Committee and the Club was also appreciated.

Chris asked for a minutes silence to be observed for Ken O, Sheila and Paul, 3 members who had sadly died within the last year.

4. 	MINS OF LAST AGM

These were proposed as an accurate record by Joyce, seconded by Dave and unanimously accepted

5. 	CHAIR’S REPORT

Sharon ran through a resume of “What has the Bridge Club ever done for us?” referring to the many things which had been achieved or continued successfully throughout the year.  The 80th Birthday celebrations and Christmas party were highlighted, our contribution to BIABD in the Summer, the promotion of the club in the process, the contributions made to charity, the continuation of lessons by Chris W supported by others to attract new members, the participation of a 14 year old in these lessons which we agreed to support with Colins legacy and the hope that more will join her, and the TD training taken and passed with distinction by Marj, Joan and Clare - to name a few.  Particular mention was made of Carole keeping all those things running smoothly in the Club which you would notice if they weren’t there.  She had even ensured standards were kept up during the cleaner’s compassionate leave.  Sharon presented Carole with some flowers as a token of our appreciation of her considerable contribution.  Although we can’t match the Romans in our achievements we think we do well as a Club.

6. 	SECRETARY’S REPORT

Pat reported that her role had fortunately reduced to a more tolerable level recently.  There is still a lot going on in the background and she referred to the hybrid sessions, keeping the website up to date and relevant, the attendance module which now gives members individualised statements  payments (and Chris reminded all to use the correct reference of BBC followed immediately by their EBU number on their payments as a few still weren’t), the need to change the password system to ensure security of information, going through old minutes to keep anything of historical interest (which she will share once done).

Currently there are 67 members, a very slight reduction from last year, 29 play f2f only, 16 online only, and another 16 play both.  6 members never or rarely play including 2 who have not yet renewed, of the 16 online only players 6 live locally and we are aware that health prevents 4 from attending the club.

7. 	TREASURERS REPORT AND ACCEPTANCE OF ACCOUNTS

Debbie presented her report and asked for questions. She pointed out that despite our partying this year and other expenses, the balance at the end of year was not depleted from the previous year.  Financially we are in a stable position.  Approval was proposed by Clare and seconded by Barbara and unanimously accepted.

8. 	ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Sharon, Debbie and Pat were prepared to continue and were elected 

9. 	ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Carole was elected unanimously for a further term.  Joan and Margaret had been coopted onto the Committee following Trevor’s resignation and were elected unanimously.

11. 	PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES

Trophies were presented by Barbara, a senior club member. Photos on website (thanks Clare).

(In future only first place will receive a prize in view of the small numbers)

12.  	LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP

Chris announced it had been decided by Committee that this year lifetime membership should be awarded to someone who has made a significant contribution to the Club.  Steve Burge first joined the Committee in 2001 and had served for many years culminating in his period as Chair.  He continues to support the Club and Committee in many ways, and some anecdotes about his early involvement were shared.  

Steve thanked the Club for this award and shared his understanding and appreciation of the Club and the work of the Committee.


Followed by refreshments and a relaxed game of bridge

Won by Estelle and Barbara


