Play & Learn Nov 2025

Board 1 4 Q103
North Deals v Q53
None Vul ¢ A4
& J7653
o A2 N s K4
vJ1074 W e vy AK986
¢+ KQ1098 s ¢ 6532
& AK Q8
4 J98765
v 2
¢ J7
& 10942
West North East South
Pass 1lv Pass
3¢ Pass 44 Pass
4NT1 Pass 5¢2 Pass
6y Pass Pass Pass
1. Blackwood
2. One Ace
Bidding

West istoo good for alimit raise. Either 2 ¢ or jump shift to 3 ¢ showing 16+ - aslam try and
forcing to Game at |east.

Lead
& 7 (% 10 equally good) - avoid leading a singleton trump. On this deal atrump lead would be
disaster!

Play

Making 12 tricks depends on the play of the ¥ suit. Lead the ¥ Jand tempt North to cover. North
needsto play low smoothly. If they do then West's percentage play (only just!) isto play for the
drop (8 ever - 9 never). So Play thev A and ¥ K and sorry, one off!
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Board 2 & J76
East Deals v KJ
N-SVul ¢ J63
& KJ1094
s K9 N & AQ5
v52 W E v A9876
¢ K9872 = ¢ AQ104
& A762 & 8
4 108432
v Q1043
¢+ 5
& Q53
West North East South
1lv Pass
2¢ Pass 44 Pass
S5al Pass 6¢ All pass
1. Cuebid
Bidding

In this sequence theraiseto 4 ¢ - becauseit'saminor suit - is better used as aforcing bid, not a
limit bid. Because you have gone past 3NT then, by inference, you want to explore aslam. West
only has 10 points but feels the seven loser hand is worth a push so cue bids5#. A cue bid of
44 isasoaposshility if you are reluctant to go past 4 NT (i.e. allow partner to ask for Aces).

Lead
4 6 - generally speaking, an attacking lead is advised against a suit sslam. However, North has 10
points and isworried that partner will have very little in high cards - so leads a passive ¢

Play

| like to count winners first when declaring a contract. Then | look at losers....

3 spades + 1 heart + 5 diamonds + 1 club = 10 tricks. So | can see that ruffing away two club
losers will bring the total to twelve. So, win the spade lead in dummy (you might need the # K as
an entry in afew tricks time!). Asyou you just need two ruffs then you can afford to play 2 top
¢s.Soplay ¢ A and ¢ Q (because you don't want to ruff with those high cards!). Thens A, &
ruff ¢ back tothe# K and # ruff again. Now, how to get back to hand to draw the last ¢ ? Play
thelast 4 and discarda¥ . Thenv A and ¥ ruff and ¢ K to draw the remaining trump.
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Board 3 & 954
South Deals v Q92
E-W Vul ¢ A3
# A10862
Q10 N & J83
v K63 w ElN 1085
¢ J98742 ¢ KQ10
Q9 & K753
& AK762
v AJ74
¢ 65
& J4
West North East South
1le
Pass 2& Pass 2v
Pass 34 All pass
Bidding

North makes alimit raise on the second round. The jump to 34 shows 10-12 points, three card
support (with four card support North would have raised immediately). It also denies four card ¥
support because with four ¥ s South would prefer to play in a4-4 fit rather than 5-3.

When this hand came up at the Kyle club my partner opted to pass 34 . There were only 9 tricks
there so I'm not going to argue!

Lead
¢ 7 - fourth highest of the unbid suit.

Play

My partner won the ¢ A then cashed the4 A. When the # 10 appeared on his left he made a
smart play of ducking a# . If the suit had broken 4-1 and he'd played the top two # sthen he
would immediately leave himself open to the the opponents drawing two rounds of 4 s and
forcing him to ruff a¢ with hislast trump and therefore lose trump control. So leaving one spade
in dummy at that stage guards against that.
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Board 4 4 1086
West Deals vy KQ96
Both Vul ¢ 94
& KQ52
& Q95 N & J7432
vl] W E v 10432
¢ QJ10873 s ¢ 65
& 1064 & A9
& AK
v A875
¢ AK?2
& J873
West North East South
Pass Pass Pass 1
Pass lv Pass 4v
Pass 4NT? Pass 542
Pass 6v All pass
1. Blackwood
2. 3Aces
Bidding.

In the above auction North does not raise #simmediately. They show their v suit first. South
with 19 points raises to game.

North - with adoublefitin #sand ¥ may be tempted to push on to slam.

South could also open 1 ¥ (depending on your system). Then North would raise the major
immediately to 3 ¥ showing 10-12 points. | think in thisinstance South - without knowledge of
the doublefit - may chooseto sign off in4v.

The auction could go much differently if West opens aweak 2 ¢ . But that would be quite racy
when vulnerable!

Lead
& 3- asagenera principle, but certainly not always (because thisis bridge!) - when you hold
length in the trump suit then lead along suit if you have one.

Play
The bad split makes the play VERY difficult to make 12 tricks, because you also need to ruff a
diamond (or alternatively a spade) for the twelfth trick. If you made 11 tricks then you played it
well.
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Board 5 & 1097
North Deals v 98
N-Svul ¢ A109
& KQJ72
& A653 N & KJ4
v QJ65 W e v A107
¢ J3 s ¢+ KQ854
& A43 & 65
4 Q82
vy K432
¢ 762
& 1098
West North East South
Pass INT Pass
2al Dbl? 24 Pass
2NT Pass 3NT All pass
1. Stayman

2. Lead directing double.

Bidding

North doubles the conventional Stayman 2 # to ask partner (if she endsup on lead) to lead a%.
East could pass the double or say 2 ¢ to deny afour card mgor. Perhaps a partnership could
have the agreement that in this sequence 2 ¢ shows diamonds and denies a major; redouble
shows a good stop in clubs and pass denies a four card major?

East carries on to Game being maximum for his 1 NT opener.

Lead # 10 - top of a sequence and no good reason to disregard partner's request for a lead.
Play

Declarer ducks # s twice in the hope that North has no outside entry to cash her winning #s.
No luck!
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Board 6 & J742
East Deals v 65
E-W vul ¢ 874
# QJ65
& A5 N o KQ1093
v QJ102 W e v A8
¢ K1053 s ¢ Q96
& A32 & 987
4 86
vy K9743
¢ AJ2
& K104
West North East South
Pass Pass
INT Pass 2vl Pass
24 Pass 2NT Pass
3NT All pass

1. Transfer to Spades
Bidding
Here | suggest that South does not make alead directing double. The reason is that you have
good cards in the minors so you want partner to make her natural lead.

Lead
& 5 - East hasfives # s so you're not leading that suit! If you had # QJ10x then the # Q would
be the correct lead, but without the # 10 lead fourth best against aNT contract.

Play

At NT when you only have one stopper in the suit led you can apply the 'rule' of 7. That says:
Deduct the number of cards you and dummy have from seven, and duck that number of times. So
here, with six # s, the rule says duck once. But bridge is a game that doesn't always obey rules we
apply! Here, it's best to duck twice asthe cards lie. In general - if you can afford to duck twice
then do so.

So after ducking twice you need to keep North off lead as she has awinning # to cash. So you
decideto play # A and then finessethe # 10. Success so far! Now play one more top #
discarding a¥ . Now leave ¢ salone for now or you'll squeeze yourself! Now you hope that it's
South with the ¢ A and play small to the ¢ K. Thiswins and you now finesse the ¢ 9. Unlucky
thistime as ¢ Jwins. However your luck isrestored as al South can doiscash his¢ A and exit
withav.

Easy when | can see al four hands'!
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Board 7 4 Q10762
South Dedls v A98
Both Vul ¢ —
& AQ762
& K83 N o —
v K5 W E v J10643
¢ 187643 ¢ AK952
4103 Sl 4 985
& AJ954
vQ72
¢ Q10
& KJ4
West North East South
1le
Pass 2% 2¢ 24
Pass 64 All pass
Bidding

Thisis how the bidding went at the Afton club a couple of weeks ago. North, as responder, can
say 2 # to find out more about partner's hand (or splinter with 4 ¢ - this shows avoid or
singleton, agrees trumps, and shows slam interest). North - with excellent trump support and first
round controlsin the other three suitsis 'the captain’ in this auction. So the ssmple 24 rebid by
South showing a minimum opener means a grand slam looks less likely. So North decides not to
beat about the bush any further and goes straight to slam.

Lead
¢ 6 —atrump lead looks a possibility but for partnership harmony lead their suit!

Play

Declarer ruffsin dummy and runsthe 4 Q (thisis ok because between the two hands there's# J
and ¢ 10 behind the Queen).

The # K istheonly loser - Declarer can discard two ¥ s on the #s and can ruff the ¢ losers.
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Board 8 ¢ Q
West Deals v AQ1098
¢+ KQ52
& A87
& A7653 N 4 J108
v5 W £ vy 632
¢ A98 ¢ J
£ 11062 Sl . KQ9543
& K942
vy KJ74
¢ 107643
b —
West North East South
Pass lv Pass 3v
Pass 4v All pass
Bidding

The void improves the strength of the hand. Add an extra 3 pointsif you like for the void (when

afit has been found) to assess the strength of your hand. So South has a hand worth 10 points so
chooses a limit raise to the three level to show that plus the four card support.

It would also be reasonable to raise straight to 4 v - this direct raise is best used for distributional
hands with few points. This hand qualifies but the void arguably makes it too good!

Lead
¢ J

Play

West (third hand plays high - in general that is!) winswith the ¢ A and returnsthe ¢ 9. West, at
this stage, isunsureif the lead is a singleton or doubleton (can't be more than a doubleton
because West can seethe ¢ 10 in dummy). But the ¢ 9isaMcKenney suit prefernce signal -
highest card for highest suit - other than trumps - in this case ¢ s. East ruffs and dutifully sends a
& back and gets another ruff. One down.



