
Asheville Bridge Room Board Meeting 
February 10, 2022 

Zoom conference call 
 

Members present: Rob Rich, Elaine Colokathis, Paul Westervelt, Max Shaw, Doug 
Hibshman, Ed Euler, Nick Frost, Sylvia Cassel 
 
Invitees: Jonathan Friedel 
 
President Rob Rich called the meeting to order at 9:30. 
 
Secretary’s Report -   Max Shaw made a motion to accept the minutes of the 
January 13, 2022 meeting and Ed Euler seconded it. The minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - financial reports were circulated to the Board members 
before the meeting. There was a net income for January of $425.70. 
 
Membership Committee Report - Table counts for Mon and Wed games are 
slightly better than previously. 
 
Old Business  
 
The Partnership Desk was cancelled some time ago since it was deemed by the 
Board to be either ineffective or unable to assist those who requested help in 
finding a partner. Doug will talk with Russ Palmeri to review the 
problems/solutions and to determine if it can be resurrected. 
 
New Business 
 
Jonathan’s Friedel’s departure from the area is still expected to be mid-March. He 
has volunteered to serve in any capacity that will be helpful while he is still here. 
 
Director Manager – Nick Frost has agreed to be Director/Manager effective 
immediately and will work with Jonathan during the transition. Nick will direct the 



Monday and Wednesday games, while Lisa Bryant will direct the Friday game. 
Elaine has volunteered to help set up the Monday game. 
 
Thursday Class - it would be desirable to continue the Thursday beginner bridge 
class started by Jonathan. It was suggested that this could be done with 
volunteer, experienced bridge players or directors acting as coordinators, perhaps 
reviewing different conventions each class (a list of conventions will be provided 
by Jonathan together with a mailing list of class members). Class members should 
be encouraged to play in the Friday 0-1000 game now being offered on Fridays. 
Volunteers will be contacted. 
 
Website – Rob Rich will assume the maintenance of the website with the help of 
Jonathan in this transition period. 
 
Nominating Committee - Paul Westervelt reported that Ed Euler will continue on 
the Board and Elaine Colokathis will replace Paul, whose term is up in 2022. Elaine 
will continue to serve as Treasurer. Candidates for other positions are being 
considered. 
 
Require proof of boosters – it was deemed that this is not necessary or advisable 
at this time. The ABR will abide by Buncombe County and the Beth Israel rules for 
wearing masks while in the building. 
 
Convention Cards – According to Club rules, at least one person in a partnership 
should have a convention card. The only exception would be if it is a last-minute 
partnership or if a new player is teamed with the director for that day’s game. 
Otherwise, those without convention cards will assume to play by the Yellow Card 
rules, copies of which are available at the front desk. The Director will make an 
announcement at the beginning of each day’s game. 
 
Additional section on Friday – depending on the number of tables, it might be 
possible to have an additional section on Friday. At least 3 tables in each of the 
two sections would be necessary. Another option would be to have a virtual open 
game on Fridays. No decision can be made at this time. 
 
Missing emails – It was reported that some members are not receiving our emails. 
Jonathan explained that certain email addresses cannot be handled by the email 



system we use. They include bellsouth and At&T. Members affected by this will be 
informed and asked to create a new email address at least for our contact 
information. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at10:15. The date of the next Board Meeting will be 
March 10 at 9:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Sylvia Cassel  


